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PREFACE, CfL^. 

IT is the principal objefb of this work 
to make my young countrymen better ac- 
quainted than they are ufually found to be 
with their native land. The utility of fuch 
a defgn will not be queftioned. The rea- 
fons which induced me to think the prefent 
attempt particularly feafonable, and the man- 
ner in which I have endeavoured to fulfil my 
purpofe, (hall be briefly difplayed. 

Tours through England, and accounts 
of Englifh Geography, in various forms, 
are publications fufficiently common and 
numerous $ and new editions, with alledged 
improvements, are fucceflively appearing as 
they are called for ; but it will be no breach 
of critical candour to aflert, that they are, 
for the mod part, works of a very low order 
in literature, abounding with grofs faults 
both of plan and execution. Tedious de- 
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IV PREFACE. 

fcriptions of object^ either abfolutely tri- 
vial in themfelves, or interefting only to 
readers of a particular turn; relations be- 
come totally erroneous through length of 
time, and tranfmitted, unchanged, from one 
fucceffive compilation to another; weak 
and illiberal partialities, local and national, 
with inelegancies and vulgarifms of every 
kind ; — thefe are 'defeats from which none 
of them that I have feen can be called 
tolerably free; and which certainly render 
them little proper to be put into the 
hands of youth, and indeed much leffen 
their value to readers of all ages. Yet, as 
books of reference, fome of them will 
continue to be ufeful, till a work (hall be 
executed which I confider as one of the 
greateft of literary defiderata — an accurate 
and comprehenfive account of the prefent 
ftate of thefe kingdoms, under thQ feveral 
heads of natural and political hiftory, agri- 
culture, and commerce. The adequate 
execution of fuch a defign would demand 
the long- continued labours, not of one man 

only, 
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only, but of feveral perfons affociated, who 
fliould be perfeclly qualified for the different 
departments , and it can never be executed 
without a liberal public encouragement. 

■ 

The prefent performance fcarcely pre- 
tends to be an imperfect outline of fuch a 
plan. The leading idea purfued in it was, 
to (ketch out fuch a general view of each 
county, with refpedt to its geography, pro- 
ducts natural and artificial, commerce, towns, 
and other principal objects, as might imprefs 
upon the mind a diftinct notion of its difcri- 
minating character and relative confequence. 
In doing this, the greateft difficulty, next to 
that of collecting proper materials, was to 
keep a due, medium between the meagre 
uninterefting manner of a catalogue, and 
fuch a minutenefs of detail as would have 
amplified the work beyond its propofed * 
. limits, and would, if not equally diffufed 
through the feveral parts, have rendered the 
whole difproportionate. How far this point * 
has been attained, the reader muft determine ; 
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VI PREFACE. 

biit few can form an adequate judgment of 
the difficulty of fuch a taflc, without adtual 
experience in attempting it. 

The geographical descriptions were pur- 
pofely made fomewhat diffufe, that they 
might ferve as exercifes in that very ufeful 
branch of ftudy ; and therefore ought to be 
read with a good map in hand. 

The ftate of cultivation, trade, and manu- 
factures, in this kingdom, has undergone fo 
many changes, even within a (hort period, 
that it was not poflible to derive from books 
alone fuch information as might be depended 
upon. Therefore, befides confuking fome 
of the mod modern tours through particular 
diftri&s, and hiftories of particular towns 
and counties, I thought it necefiary to apply 
for written information to perfons refiding in 
various parts of the country; and, in confe- 
quence, I have been favoured with a num- 
ber of communications, efpecially relative to 
the feveral branches of commerce and ma- 
9 nufa&ure,, 
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nufa£lure, from the moft refpe&able authori- 
ties, which, I flatter ipyfelf, have enabled me 
to give more authentic, though concife, ac- 
counts of a variety of important objeds, than 
have hitherto appeared in print. I cannot, 
however, but lament that my opportunities 
for obtaining this beft kind of information 
have not been every where alike. 

Antiquities I have almoft entirely pafifed 
over. The necefiary details on this fubjeft 
could not poflibly be brought within the pre- 
ferred limits of this work ; and the publica- 
tions already extant have given much more 
copious and genuine information on this head 
than on the prefent circumftances of things. 

For reafons fomewhat fimilar, I have 
fcarcely given any notices concerning family 
hi/lory, noblemen's and gentlemen's feats y plea- 
Jure grounds, profpefts, and the like. 

Wherever a proper occafion offered, I 
ha/e been defirous of introducing hiftorical 

A 4 matter 
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matter of importance, as conne&ed with 
fome particular place ; in order that, by fuch 
an aflbciation, the events might be forcibly 
impreffed upon the memory of a young 
reader. I have, however, taken fuch fads 
rather from the later than the earlier periods 
• of our hiftory, as being better authenticated, 
and of greater confequence to us at prefent. 

It remains for me to return my beft thanks 
o thofe correfpondents who have favoured 
me with affiftance in collecting materials for 
this work. Were I to name them all, the 
lift might appear rather a difplay of often- 
tation than of gratitude ; nor can J fuppofe 
that they would all choofe to appear in public 
as contributors to fo humble a performance. 
{ Ihall therefore requeft of them to accept 
my general acknowledgments. Two names 
of benefactors I muft, however, beg leave 
to particularize — One is that of Robert' 
Bransby Cooper, Efq. refiding at Durfley, 
• to whofe elegant pen I am indebted for the 
account, almoft entirely as it is printed, of 

the 
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PREFACE. IX 

the county of Gloucefter — the other is that 
of Thomas Pennant, Efq. a gentleman, 
who, by his affiduous labours, has contri- 
buted more than any other perfon, fince the 
great Ray, to elucidate the zoological part 
of the natural hiftory of this country; and 
has, befides, in his various tours, made us 
acquainted with a great number of curious 
and interefting particulars of the ancient and 
modern ftate of a large part of the kingdom; 
and, while he has conveyed ufeful informa- 
tion to his readers, has, at the fame time, 
laboured to eradicate all mean and unge- 
nerous prejudices and partialities. I have 
not only borrowed freely from his printed 
works, but have obtained from his friendflilp 
the liberal ufe of feveral papers which he had 
collcfted refpe<5ting the ftate of the fouthern 
coaft of this ifland. 

JOHN AIKIN. 

V 

Great Yarmouth, 
Sept. i, 1738. 

I 
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' ADVERTISEMENT 

TO THE 

FOURTH EDITION. 

- 

The printed reports of that moft ufeful 
inftitution the Board of Jgriculture, have 
afforded the author an opportunity of cor- 
redting and enlarging his de fcription of the 
general appearance, foil, and produ&s, of 
tnoft of the counties, of which, on this re- 
publication, he thought he could not, with- 
out injuftice to his work, refufe to avail 
himfelf. 

J. A. 

London, 
Sept. 20, 1799. 
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ENGLAND in GENERAL. 

England, including Wale$> is the 
largeft and moft fouthern part of the ifland 
of Great Britain^ which is itfelf the prin- 
cipal of the European iflands. It is every 
where furrounded by the fea, except on 
that part where it joins with a narrow neck 
to Scotland- Its general figure is triangu- 
Tar, with one point to the north, another 
to the eaft, and another to the weft. Of 
its three fides, the wcfiern is the longeft and 
moft irregular, being broken and inter- 
fered by various points of land, and arms 
of the fea. If a ftraight line be drawn from 
Berwick upon Tweed to the Land's-end in 
Cornwall, it will give, for the weftcrn fide, 

four 
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12 INTRODUCTION. 

four hundred and twenty-five ftatutc miles. 
The fame, drawn from Berwick to the 
South Foreland in Kent, will give, for the 
eaftern fide, three hundred and forty-five 
miles : and the triangle completed, by a line 
from the South Foreland to the Land's-end, 
will have a fouthern fide of three hundred 
and forty miles. But thefe meafurements 
would amount to a great deal more if we 
were to follow all the windings of the fea- 
coaft. 

The face of the country in England af- 
fords all that beautiful variety which can be 
found in the moft extenfive tracts of the 
globe. In fome parts, verdant plains ex- 
tend far as the eye can reach, watered 
copious ftreams, and covered with innu- 
merable cattle. In others, the pleafing 
viciffitudes of gently-rifing hills and bend- 
ing vales, fertile in corn, waving with 
wood, and interfperfed with meadows, of- 
fer the moft delightful landfcapes of rural 
opulence and beauty. Some trqdh abound 

with 
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ENGLAND IN GENERAL. 13 

with profpe&s of the more romantic kind j 
lofty mountains, craggy rocks, deep narrow 
dells, and tumbling torrents : nor are there 
wanting, as a contraft to fo many agreeable 
fcenes, the gloomy features of black barren 
moors and wide uncultivated heaths. On 
the whole, however, few countries have & 
fmaller proportion of land abfolutely fteril 
and incapable of culture. 

» 

The richeft parts of the country are, in 
general, the midland and fouthern. To- 
wards the north it partakes of the barren- 
nefs of the neighbouring Scotland. The 
eaftern coaft is in many parts fandy and 
marfhy. To the weft, the whole country 
*of Wales is a mountainous traft, inter- 
mixed indeed with vales of great ferti- 
lity. Another range of rude and elevated 
land, fometimes rifing into lofty mountains, 
extends from the borders of Scotland to 
the very heart of England, running perpen- 
dicularly from north to fouth, and forming 
a natural divifion between the eaftern and 

weftern 
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weftern fides of the kingdom, during its 
courfe. The county of Cornwall, too, 
which, like a great promontory, juts into 
the Atlantic Ocean, is a rough and hilly 
tra&i and a fimilar character prevails in 
parts of the adjacent counties. Thefe moun- 
tainous regions, however, contribute greatly 
to the wealth and advantage of the whole, 
by the mineral treafures with which they are 
amply furnilhed. 

The rivers of England are numerous; 
but the extent of the country will not admit 
of fuch a length of courfe as would allow 
them to vie in greatnefs with the rivers 
of the continent. Thofe of the northern 
parts, arifing from the middle ridge of hills? 
have but a fhort run each way to the fea. 
In the midland diftri&s, the tfrcht and Oufe 
find room for a moderate length of courfe. 
The Severn^ in the weft, fpringing near the 
fea, and taking a large femicircular fweep 
to reach the fame fea again, flows over a> 
fpace which entitles it to rank at leaft as 

the 
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ENGLAND IN GENERAL. 1 5 

the fecond river of England. The Thames, 
taking its rife not far from the weftern fide, 
and running acrofs to the eaftern fea, gains a 
greater diftance from its fourcc to its mouth 
than any of the reft. 

The lakes of England are few and incon- 
fiderable for extent. The principal of them 
lie in the north-weftern counties. 

Various bays, creeks, and inlets of the 
fea are formed all round the coaft. On the 
eaftern fide, the moft confiderable are, the 
Humber> an arm of the fea into which many 
rivers pour their ftreams. Then the Wafh, 
a broad but much fliallower inlet, the fands 
of which are for the moft part bare at low 
water. The mouth of the Thames next 
opens into a fort of funnel, produced by 
the retiring coaft of Eflex on the one hand, 
and Kent on the other. Then fucceed the 
Straits of Dover, where this ifland fo nearly 
approaches the continent. The IJle of 
Wight, the harbour of Port/mouth, and the 

creek 
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creek running up to Southampton, break the 
regularity of the fouthern coaft; which af- 
terwards makes feveral bays and femicir- 
cular fweeps in its progrefs to the hand's- 
end. On turning ro the weftern fide, the 
moft remarkable of all the inlets, the fpa- 
cious 5/. George's, or Briftol channel, ap- 
pears, which, with the wide mouth of the 
Severn, cuts deeply into the .broadeft part 
of the ifland. The oppofite Weljh coaft is • 
broken by various bays and indentations; 
and beyond the next turn of the land fuc- 
ceeds the large and deep bay of Cardigan. 
Then the Ifie of Anglefea repels the waters of 
the Irifti fea, and gives a new direction to 
the coaft, which, running inwards, forms a 
kind of vaft bay with the Lancajhire and 
Cumberland coafts, into which feveral broad 

and (hallow mouths of rivers enter, and 

■ - 

which is protected to the feaward by the ]Jle 
of Man. Solway frith terminates the Engltih 
coaft, and forms a natural boundary on part 
of the Scotch border, which the Cheviot- hills 
and the Tweed nearly complete. 

With 
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With refpe<5t to climate^ England is fitu- 
ated in the northern part of the temperate 
zone, fo that it enjoys but a fcanty (hare of 
the genial influence of the fufi. Its atmo- 
fphere is inclined to chilnefs and moifture, 
fubjedt to frequent and fudden changes ; and 
is more favourable to the growth, than to 
the ripening, of the products of the earth. 
No country is cloathed with a more beautiful 
and lading verdure j but the harvefts, efpe- 
cially in the northern parts, frequently fuf- 
fer from unfeafonable rains $ and the fruits 
often fall Ihort" of their perfect maturity. 
The rigours of winter, however, as well as 
the parching heats of fumrctfr, are felt here 
in a much lefs degree than in parallel cli- 
mates on the continent; a circumftance 
common to all iflands. While the fea- 
ports in Holland and Germany are every 
winter locked up with ice, thole of Eng- 
land, and even of Scotland, are never known 
to fuffer this inconvenience. The weftern 
fide of the kingdom, receiving firft the great 
clouds from the Atlantic Ocean, which are 

B afterwards 
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afterwards intercepted in their paffage by the 
middle ridge of hills, is confiderably more 
expofed to rain than the eaftern; but the 
latter is more frequently involved in fogs 
and mifts. The whole country, fomc 
particular fpots excepted, is fufficiently 
healthy; and the natural longevity of its 
inhabitants is equal to that of almoft any 
region. 

All the moft valuable productions, both 
animal and vegetable, of this country, have 
been imported from the continent, and have 
been kept up and improved by conftant 
attention. Originally, this great ifland 
feems to have been, like the wilds of Ame- 
rica, almoft entirely over-run with wood, 
and peopled only by the inhabitants of the 
foreft. Here formerly roamed the bear, the 
wolf, and the wild boar, now totally extir- 
pated. Large herds of ftags ranged through 
the woods, roebucks bounded over the hills, 
and wild bulls grazed in the marfliy paf- 
tures. By degrees, the , woods were de- 

ftroyed, 
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ftroyed, in order to make way for cultiva- 
tion; the marfties were drained; and the 
wild animals, invaded in their retreats, gra- 
dually difappeared, and their places were 
fupplied by the domeftic kinds. England 
now poffeffes no other wild quadrupeds than 
fome of the fmaller kinds ; fuch as the fox, 
the wild cat, the badger, the martin, and 
others of the weafel kind; the otter, the 
hedgehog, the hare and rabbit ; the fquirrcl, 
dormoufe, mole, and feveral fpecies of the 
rat and moufe. On the other hand, every 
kind of domeftic animal, imported from 
abroad, has here been reared to the greateft 
degree of pcrfecY\on. The horfe has been 
trained up for all the various purpofes of 
ftrength and fwiftnefs, fo as to <^Xcel in 
thofe qualities the fame animal in every 
other country. The horned cattle have 
been brought to the largeft fize and greateft 
juftnefs of fliape. The different races of 
Iheep in England are varioufly diftinguifhedj 
cither for uncommon fize, goodnefs of flelh, 
and plenty or finenefs of wool. The deer 

B 2 of 
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of our parks, which are originally a foreign 
breed, are fuperior in beauty of flcin and 
delicacy of flelh to thofe of moft countries. 
Even the feveral kinds of dogs have been 
trained to degrees of courage, ftrength, 
and fagacity, rarely to be met with elfe- 
where. 

/ The improvement in the vegetable pro- 
dufts of this ifland is not lefs ftriking than 
in the animal. Nuts, acorns, crabs, and 
a few wild berries, were almoft all the va- 
riety of vegetable food which our woods 
could boaft. To foreign countries, and to 
the efforts of culture, we are indebted for 
our bread, the roots and greens of our 
tables, and all our garden fruits. The bar- 
ley and hops for our malt liquors, and the 
apples for our cyder, are equally the gifts 
of other lands. The meaneft labourer now 
is fed with more wholefome and delicate 
aliments than the petty kings of the country 
could obtain in its favage and uncultivated 
ftate. 

4 The 



■ 

I 

I 

» 

ENGLAND IN GENERAL. 21 

The rivers and feas of England are ftocked 
with a great variety of fifli, which yield a 
plentiful article of provifion. The river filh, 
indeed, from the populoufnefs of the coun- 
try, and the number of fifhers, are in many 
parts much diminifhed. But the fea is an 
inexhauftible fource ; and every exertion of 
induftry, to procure food from thence, is 
amply repaid. The filheries are at prefent 
a great object of attention \ and the whole 
feacoaft is enlivened by numerous inhabi- 
tants, who gain their chief fubfiftence from 
the deep. 

< 

Such, in general, is the country which we 
inhabit ; fufficiently favoured by nature, yet 
greatly indebted alfo to induftry; for, if this 
powerful fpring were to flacken, the wild 
wood, the tangled thicket, and the pathlefs 
mprafs, would again cover the land, and it 
would become a fit refidence only for the 
favage beafts, and the hunter not lefs fa- 
vage. 

B3 . We 



1 



Digitized by Google 



22 INTRODUCTION. 

We now proceed to the particular con- 
fideration of thofe principal divifions into 
which civil policy has diftributed the king- 
dom. Thefe are the counties or Jhires; of 
which England, properly fo called, contains 
forty, and Wales twelve. The order in 
which thefe are given is a matter of no great 
confequence ; but as one muft be adopted in 
preference to others, I have chofen a geo- 
graphical arrangement, as beft fuited to the 
intention of the work, and the manner in 
which the fubjedls are treated. 
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THE 



COUNTIES 



O P 



ENGLAND and WALES 



ARRANGED. 



Six Northern ; < 



"Northumberland, 
Cumberland, 
Durham, 
Yorkfhire, 
Weftmorsland, 
^Lancalhire. 



fChefhire, 
Four bordering J Shropfliire, 
on Wales j j Herefordfhire, 

IMonmouthfhire. 



B 4 



Twelve 
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Twelve Mid- 
land; 



Nottingham (hire, 

Derbyshire, 

Staffordfhire, 

Leicefterfhire, 

Rutland/hire, 

Northamptonfhire, 

Warwickfhire, 

Worcefterfliire, 

Gloucefterfhir^ 

Oxfordfhire, 

Buckinghamfture, 

Bedfordfliirc. 



Eight Eaftern ; 



"Lincolnfliire, 
Huntingdonshire, 
Cambridgeshire, 
. Norfolk, 
* Suffolk, 
Effex, 

Hertfordshire, 
LMiddlefex. 



Three 
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Three South- 
eaftern ; 



{Surry, 
Kent, 
Suffex. 



Four Southern j 



Berkfhire, 
Wiltftiire, 
Hamplhire, 
Dorfetlhire. 



p . f Somerfetfhire, 
Three Souths I w A . 
A ^ Devonlhire, 

weftern; ) ^ „ 

L Cornwall. 



Six North- 
Wales ; 



Flintfhire, 

Denbighlhire, 

Caernarvonfhire, 

Anglefey, 

Mcrionethfliire, 

Montgomery (hire. 



t ... 



Six 



Digitized by Google 



26 



INTRODUCTION. 



Six South- 
Wales i 



^Radnorfliire, 
Cardiganlhire, 
Pembrokefhire, 
Caermarthenfhire, 
Brecknockfliire, 

.GlamorganJhire. 



ENGLAND 
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NORTHUMBERLAND. 

T his is the moft northerly county in 
England, and, by its termination in a (harp 
point, forms a regular angle for the boundary 
of the kingdom on this fide. The county is 
of a triangular figure, its eaftern fide leaning 
on the ocean ; its weftern joining to Scot- 
land and Cumberland and its fouthern bor- 
dering with a more irregular line on Cum- 
berland and Durham. Its natural boundaries 
are in moft parts mountains or rivers. For 
fize it is among the largeft, its greateft length 
being near feventy miles, and its breadth, at 
the fouthern extremity, above forty. 

The face of the country in this large traft 
is various, but on the whole inclining to na- 
kednefs and fterility. The mountainous dif- 

tri&s 
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tridls abfolutely unfit for tillage comprife 
more than a third of the land. The mod 
fertile tra&s are on the eaftern fide, in the 
vales through which the rivers run in their 
courfe to the fea. Many of thefe are very 
fruitful in corn and pafture. The vale of 
Cocquet is particularly noted for its fertility, 
and produces turnips and clover in perfec- 
tion. Woods are chiefly confined to the 
banks of rivers, but new plantations are rifing 
in various parts of the county. The fouth- 
weftern angle is an extremely dreary and 
barren traft, though rendered valuable by 
its lead mines. To the north of this are 
fome fertile dales around the hilly regions; 
but the country about Read/dale is fo boggy 
as to be almoft an impaffable defert. The 
Cheviot Mils, near the northern angle, are 
the mod valuable of the mountainous trafts, 
being in general fine green hills, thrown into 
a great variety of forms, whofe floping ver- 
dant fides enclofe many narrow deep glens. 
Ko mineral is found in them except granite 
or whinftone, of which the mountains are 

chiefly 
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chiefly compofed. Thefe hills feed abun- 
dance of lheep of a peculiar breed: goats 
alfo are kept among them, and they abound 
in groufe. TheJigte^ofthe poor Ihegherxls 
y js a^miferabj^jai^tha^of huma n creatures 
^anwll_bci and the country has been great- 
ly depopulated by the pradtice of throwing 
many fmall farms into fingle ones of vaft 
extent, confifting either of wide (heep- walks, 
or immenfe corn fields. Some of the fined 
cattle in the kingdom are, however, fed in 
parts of the Scotch border. The central 
part of the country rifes in rocky hills of no 
great height, but ftretching into melancholy 
waftes. 

The principal river of Northumberland 
is the Tyne, formed of a fouthern branch, 
coming out of Durham, and a northern one 
from the hills on the border : thefe, uniiing 
a little above Hexham, form a large river, 
which, flowing on to Newcaftle, empties it- 
felf into the fea at Tinmouth. A great 
quantity of water comes down thefe ftreams, 

which 
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JO ENGLAND DELINEATE!*. 

which frequently occafions terrible inunda- 
tions. 

The centre of the country is croffed by 
' mH - the river Cocquet y which joins the fea at 
Warkworth* celebrated for its ancient caflle 
and hermitage. 

The Tweed) after dividing Northumber- 
land from Scotland for a confiderrble fpace, 
and receiving the 37//, which waters the 
northern angle of the county, at laft turns 
fhort acrofs the extreme point to Berwick, 
and there mixes with the fea. We lhall 
hence begin to trace the coaft. 

The town of Ber wick upon Tweed was once 
a very ftrong fortrefs, and of the greateft 
importance when England and Scotland 
were two hoftile nations, to each of which it 
alternately belonged, or was confidered as a 
difiiridt feparate from both countries. It has 
now happily loft its confequence, though 
ftill fortified ; and is chiefly remarkable for 
its great falmon fifhery, which furnifhes it 
with a valuable objeft of exportation. It 

alfo 
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alfo exports com, wool, and a prodigious 
number of eggs, which are fent to London 
for the ufe of the fugar-refiners. It has a 
fmall importation of timber from Norway 
and the Baltic. 

Southwards, near the Ihore, lies Holy-iflanA 
or Landisfarn, once the fee of a bifhop, and 
ftill diftinguiflied by the ruins of its cathe- 
dral. It is inhabited by a few fiftiermen. 

The next objeft worthy notice is Bambo- 
rough Cajlle, ficuated on a promontory, once 
of great ftrength, but now remarkable for 
the humane purpofe to which it is applied 
in confequence of a bequeft of lord Crew, 
bilfcop of Durham ; namely, the reception 
and relief of fhipwrecked mariners. 

Nearly oppofite to this lies a group of 
rocky iflets, called the Farn ijles> the refort 
of multitudes of fea-fowl in the breeding 
feafon, particularly of the Eider duck, from 
which the fofteft and lighted down is pro- 
cured. 

■ . . 

Confiderably farther to the fouth, off the 

mouth 
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mouth of the Cocquet, is fituated a little ifland 
of the fame name. 

At the mouth of the river flowing down 
from Morpeth, called Cammas water, is a 
fmall port from which corn and grindftones 
are exported. 

At Blytb is another creek, forming a port, 
whence are fent coals and fait ; and a litdc 
fouthward, near Seaton Delaval, an artificial 
harbour has been made, called Hartley-haven, 
whence the fame commodities, together with 
glafs and copperas, are exported. 

The mouth of the Tyne fucceeds;' the 
great inlet and outlet of this part of the coun- 
try. Juft within it, on the Northumberland 
fide, is North Shields, a very populous but 
dirty place, inhabited by failors, carpenters, 
and other artificers concerned in the (hipping 
bufinefs. Veflels of large burthen take in 
their ladings at tjiis part of the river. 

The Tyne flows broad and moderately 
deep to the large and populous town of 
Nezvcajile y fituated in the centre of the great 

collieries, 
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collieries, which have for centuries fupplied 
London, all the eaftern, and moft of the 

midland and fouthern parts of the kingdom, 

1 

with coals. This traffic has been the fource 
of great opulence to Newcaftle ; which, be- 
fides, exports large quantities of lead, fait, 
falmon, butter, tallow, and grindftones ; and 
imports wine, and fruit from the fouth of 
Europe, and timber, iron, hemp, &c. from 
the Baltic and Norway. Ships are fent from 
hence to the Greenland filhery. It likewife 
poffcfles manufactories of fteel and iron, and 
of woollen cloth; and in the town and neigh- 
bourhood are feveral glafs-houfes, and pot- 
teries. The ftreets in the old part of New- 
caftle are unfightly and narrow, and the 
buildings greatly crowded together; but 
fome of the newer parts are handfome and 
commodious. The fuburbs are chiefly in- 
habited by keelmen; a rough and fturdy 
race, employed in carrying the coals down 
ihe river in their keels, or lighters, to the 
large (hips. 

At this town terminated the ancient Pitts 
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of Roman wall, which ftrecchcd acrofs the 
ifland to Carlifle, and was intended to keep 
off the incurfions of the fierce northern 
tribes/ 

The vale in which the Tyne here flows 
is very fertile and beautiful. At fome dis- 
tance up it is Hexham, a town noted for its 
manufactory of tanned leather, (hoes, and 
gloves. Near this place, in 1463, was fought 
a very bloody battle between the parties of 
York and Lancafter, in which the latter was 
defeated. 

The county town of Northumberland is 
Alnwick, upon the little river Abie, north of 
the Cocquet. It is a place of fmall confe- 
quence, chiefly noted for its princely manfion 
of the Percies, from ancient times the great 
feudal lords of this part of the kingdom. 

Numerous ruined caftles fcattered over 
this county ftrongly mark the ftate of mu- 
tual dread and hoftility, in which the Eng~ 
lifh and Scotch borderers lived before the 
happy union of the two kingdoms under one 
head. Many bloody conflifts arofe from 

the 
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the plundering incurfions continually made 
on both fides, in which vaft tra&s of country 
were laid defolate with all the circumftances 
of favage ferocity; and, in the more impor- 
tant expeditions, not a town efcaped from 
occafionally undergoing the ravages of fire 
and fword. Among the pitched battles 
fought in this county, none were fo confi- 
derable as that of Ralidown-hill> near Ber- 
wick, in 1333, in which Edward III. de- 
feated the Scots with great (laughter; and 
that of Floddon, on the banks of the Till, 
where the Earl of Surry, in 15 13, totally 
routed the Scots, who loft in the conflict 
their valiant king James IV. 



t 
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CUMBERLAND. 

This county borders to the north upon 
Scotland, from which it is feparated towards 
the fea by Sol way- frith, and internally, for 
the mod part, by a fmall brook: on the 

0 

weft, it is bounded by the Irilh fea, into 
which it projects with a convexity like a 
long hooked beak, the point of which de- 
icends to the detached part of Lancafbire ; 
from hence its fouthern concave line runs 
contiguous, firft to the fmall portion of Lan- 
calhire, and then to the whole breadth of ' 
Wcftmoreland : the ealtern fide is bounded 
by the counties of Northumberland and Dur- 
ham. Cumberland is a county of confider- 
able fize, ftretching, from its fouthern point 
to its north-eaftern, almoft eighty miles, and 
its greateft breadth being forty miles, though 
this is only in a fmall part. It is, however, 
one of the lead populous in the kingdom, 
its general charadler being that of a country 
of bleak mountains, naked moors, and wild 

waftes, 
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waftes, rich indeed in mineral treafures, but 
in great part unfit for the cultivator. Qf 
the mountainous diftritts are two divifions; 
one, the continuation of that ridge which 
feparates the eaftern from the weftern fides 
of the north of England, and runs between 
this county and Durham and Northumber- 
land. Thefe mountains are compofed of 
ftrata of various kinds of (lone, and are rich 
in coal, limeftone, and lead. They are of 5 
high elevation, but afford no ftriking irre^ 
gularities of furface. The other moun- 
tainous diftrift occupies the fputh-weftenj 
part of the county, forming high, fteep, and 
cra ggy hills of romantic fhapes, which are 
generally a mafs of that ftone which yields 
the beautiful blue flate ufed for covering 
houfes. The only other mineral they afford 
is that rare and valuable fubftance, wad, or 
black-lead, the fineft kind of which is met ' 
with abundantly in Bcrrowdale/ Its mines 
are opened only at certain intervals, and 
then carefully clofed again, left it fhould 
become too common. 

C 3 The 
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The cultivated parts of Cumberland pro- 
duce fome corn, but are chiefly devoted to 
grazing. The neat cattle of the country 
are a fmall breed with long horns, of which 
numbers are reared, and fold to drovers, who 
bring them fouthwards to fatten under the 
name of Cumberland fleers. The dairies 
produce a good deal of butter for exporta- 
tion. A breed of fmall fteep with coarfe 
wool, but excellent flefli, abounds on the 
hills. 

Cumberland, with its neighbour Weft- 
moreland, poffefles more lakes than any 
other part of the kingdom. Of thefe one 
of the moft beautiful is that of Derwent- 
water y in the vale of Kefzvick, a fpot which 
has lately become a frequent objedt of cu- 
riofity to travellers. To the north of this ~ 
romantic piece of water foars the lofty moun- 
tain dkiddaw, one of the moft diftinguifhed 
in England, and die haunt of eagles and 
other birds of prey. 

The principal river of this county is the 
Eden, which, coiping from Weftmoreland, 

meets, 
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meets, on its arrival at the border of Cum- 
berland, with tht Eymot, flowing out of Ulles- 
lake, and then runs northwards, till, on re- 
ceiving the Irthing from the eaft, it turns 
fhort to Carlifle, below which, after being 
joined by the Petterel and other rivulets, it » 
empties into Solway-frith. This river, as 
well as others in the county, is plentifully 
ftored with falmon. 

The Derwent, rifing in Borrowdale, flows 
firft through the lake to which it gives name, 
and then through that of Baffingthwaite, 
whence it turns to Cockermouth, and enters 
the lea near Workington. 

We (hall now trace the fea coaft, begin- 
ning from its fouthern point, 

Ravenglqfs firft offers its fmal}' port, fitu- 
ated on a creek : 

Then, after paffing the mouths of two or 
three rivulets, fucceeds St. Bees bead, a pro- 
montory noted for the refort of fea-fowl. 
Its fmall town is diftinguifhed by a feminary 
of learning, much frequented by the youth 
of the furrounding country, 

C 4 A little 
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A little beyond, on a fmall bay fur- 
rounded with naked hills, is Whitehaven^ a 
large handfome town, and a port of very 
confiderable commerce, though entirely of 
modern date. Its great fource of traffic is 
in the collieries fituated in its vicinity, which 
are fome of the largeft and mod remarkable 
in the kingdom, being wrought to fome 
diftance under the bed of the fea. Much of 
the coal is exported to Ireland and other 
parts. The town has alfo a trade to the 
Weft Indies. 

Somewhat further north is Workington^ a 
port from whence a large quantity of coal is 
exported. This was the landing-place of 
the unfortunate Mary Queen of Scots, when 
flie was driven to take refuge in the domi- 
nions of her infidious rival, Elizabeth. In 
the neighbourhood of Workington is a large 
iron foundry; -and at fome diftance up the 
river, at the conflux of the Cocker with the 
Derwent, is Cockermoutb % a populous town, 
thriving by its manufadtories of fhalloons, 
worfted llockings, and hats. 

Further 

1 » 1 
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Further along the coaft lies Maryport, a 
new town raifed by the* coal trade, at the 
mouth of the little river Eln. 

The coaft is at length terminated by the 
inlet of Moricambey at the entrance of Sol- 
way- frith. At Burgh- upon-fands, on this lat- 
ter arm of the fta, died, in 1307, the great 
and victorious king Edward L as he was 
preparing for an expedition againft Scot- 
land. 

CarliJIe, the capital of the county, is an 
ancient city, walled round, and very plea- 
fantly fituated above a rich tradt of meadows 
bordering the Eden, and two other rivers 
which here join it. It has a confiderable 
manufactory of printed linens, checks, and 
cotton goods, and is alfo noted for the mak- 
ing of whips and fifti-hocks. Its population 
has doubled within 30 or 40 years paft. Its 
fortifications, infignificant as they are, caufed 
it to be the fubjedl of two trifling fieges in 
the laft civil war which infefted this country, 
the rebellion of 1745. 

Beyond Carlifle, near the river Efk, on 

the 
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the Scotch border, is Solway-mo/s, a large 
black morafs, which, in the year 1771, be- 
ing fwoln by rains, burft through the fliell 
of turf which covers it, and fpread an inky 
half-fluid deluge over four hundred acres of 
cultivated land in the neighbouring valley, 
which it entirely filled up. " 

Penritby an inland town on the borders of 
Weftmoreland, is a great thoroughfare, and 
a market town of fome confequence. A 
caftle and feveral remains of antiquity are 
ften in its neighbourhood. 
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DURHAM, 

This county has ufually been termed the 
Bijhoprick, on account of the great powers 
formerly poffefied by the bifhop of the dio- 
cefe, who was faid to have all the authority 
in Durham that the king exercifed elfewhere. 
Thefe privileges, though much abridged, are 
ftill confiderable, the bilhop adting as lord- 
lieutenant of the county, and having the 
appointment of the high Iheriff. A third 
part of the county is fuppofed to be of ec- 
clefiaftical tenure. 

Durham is of a triangular figure; its 
eaftern or fhorteft fide compofed of fea- 
ctfaft, and the two others running obliquely 
inland, till they meet in a point on the con- 
fines of Cumberland. Northumberland lies 
to the north of it, feparated in part 'by the 
rivers Tyne and Derwent: Cumberland, to 
the weft, feparated by barren hills and 

moors i and all its fouthern boundary is 

formed 
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formed by the Tees, by which it is parted 
from Yorkfhire. 1 ts greateft length is about 
thirty- five -miles, and its extreme breadth 
above forty-five. 

The internal or weftern angle of this 
county is in general a mountainous, naked, 
and barren region, being croffed by that 
ridge of hills which has not unaptly been 
called the Apennines of England, though none 
of them here rife to any confiderable height. 
It is, however, enriched by mines of lead 
and iron ; and the mineral tradt continues 
along the northern fide of the county, till it 
terminates with the great beds of coal which 
are found between the lower parts of the 
Tyne and Were. Coals are alfo met with 
on the fouthern fide. Quarries of the mod 
ufeful kinds of ftone are common, and the 
famous Newcaftle grindftones are the pro- 
duct of this county. The eaftern and mid- 
dle parts of Durham are for the mod part 
fertile and agreeable, varied with hill and 
dale, arable and pafturage. It abounds in 
catde, numbers of which are fent to the 

more 
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rhore fouthern counties. The Tees-water 
bull and ram are both very fine animals of 
their fpecies. The cattle are large, (hort- 
horned, and reckoned equal in their pro- 
duce of milk and quicknefs of fattening to 
almoft any breed in the kingdom. Of 
lheep, there are both the large long-wooled, 
and the fmall fine-wooled kinds. 

Of its rivers, the Derwent may firft be 
mentioned, which, rifing near the wild bor- 
ders of Northumberland, makes the boun- 
dary of the two counties for fome fpace; 
then, eroding a corner of Durham, makes 
its way through a beautifully romantic trad 
to the Tyne, which it joins a little above 
Newcaftle. On and near its banks towards 
its termination are fome capital iron works, 
where the ore is fmelted, and the metal caft 
and wrought into various mafiy articles. 

Through the midft of the county winds a 
beautiful river, the Were, which rifes juft in 
the weftern angle, and receiving numerous 
tributary rills from the mountains, takes its 

courfe 
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courfe along a fine valley, by the city of 
Durham, to the fea below Sunderland. 

The Tees rifes very near the iburce of the 
Were, and runs a winding courfe, of about 
equal length, to the fea, which it enters with 
a broad mouth below Stockton. By its 
means the lead and corn of the county find 
a conveyance for exportation. The banks 
of both thefe rivers are rendered bufy and 
populous by a variety of works, as breweries, 
corn and paper mills, forges, and the like. 
In many parts, they, as well as the other 
ftreams, are fringed with wood of confider- 
able growth ancV value. , 

The ancient city of Durham, the capital 
of the county, and the feat of the richly 
beneficed clergy of its fee, and of many of 
the neighbouring gentry, is a confiderable 
place, irregularly built on a beautiful wind- 
ing of the Were, whofe banks are covered 
with woods, and edged with lofty crags. 
The cathedral is a large and magnificent 
edifices the buildings of the city in gene- 
ral 
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ral old, Durham poffeffes a manufactory 
of woollen goods, fuch as ihalloons, tammies, 
flannels, and carpets : around it are grown 
large quantities of the bed muftard, which 
yields very profitable crops. Nevi/'s-Crofs, 
near this city, was erected in memory of a 
great vidtory obtained under the aufpices of 
Philippa, queen of Edward III. in 1346, 
over David Bruce, king of Scotland, who 
was taken prifoner in the aftion with many 
of his nobles. 

Ten miles above Durham, on a high 
winding bank of the Were, is Bijhop-Aukland, 
a neat market town, diftinguifhed by the 
magnificent fummer-palace, and beautiful 
park, of the Bifliop. It has a cotton ma- 
nufactory. 

Cbeftcr-le-Jlreet, on the Were, below Dur- 
ham, has a capital iron foundery; and at 
Birtley, in its neighbourhood, is a remark- 
able fait fpring, rifing at a great depth in 
the earth, and yielding a large quantity of 
excellent fait. * 

At the mouth of the Tyne, on the Dur- 
1 ham 
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ham fide, lies the confiderable and populous 
village of South- Shields, which participates in 
the trade of Newcaftle, many of the largell 
colliers loading there. Many fhips are built 
at this place, and belong to it. There are 
alfo here falt-works (now declined in bufi- 
nefs) and glafs-houfes. 

Proceeding along the coaft, Sunderland 
fucceeds, a large and thriving town, which 
for the exportation of coals is next in con- 
fequence, on this fide of the kingdom, to 
Newcaftle. Its port, on the mouth of the 
Were, though improved from its former 
Hate, will not admit the largeft fhips : but 
veflfels can get out to fea from hence much 
more readily than from the Tyne. The 
coals are brought down the Were from 
numerous pits near its banks. There are 
feveral glafs-houfes at Sunderland 5 and it 
alfo exports grindftones and other articles. 
Bijhofs IVeremcuth, almoft adjoining to ir, 
has a manufactory of fail cloth. The v/hole 
circumjacent country is very populous. An 
iron bridge has lately been thrown over the 

Were 
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Were at its mouth, which is one of the 
wonders of modern mechanifm. It confifts 
of a Tingle arch, which fpans 236 feet, and 
rifes at its centre 100 feet above high- water 
mark, fo that large veflels can fail under it 
without lowering their top-mafts. 

The coaft fouthwards from hence is rocky, 
and broken into deep caverns. The next 
port is Hartlepool, fituated upon a little hook 
of land, forming within a fafe harbour, the 
refuge of fhips in ftorms ancl contrary winds. 
Its own trade is not confiderable, chiefly 
confiding of the fifhery, and the export of 
lime, of which great quantities arc burnt at 
the back of the town. 

The Tees has no port at its mouth j but' 
at fome diftance up the river is Stockton, a 
handfome flourifhing town, which has a 
large manufactory of fail cloth. Goods are 
imported here for the furrounding country; 
and the lead and corn, fent down the river 
from the interior parts, arc exported by 
commifiion. 

Darlington, in the fouthcin part of the 

D t county, 
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county, has long been noted for the manu- 
fa&ure of the table and napkin linen called 
huckabacks. It is party made from Eng- 
lifli flax from the fouth of Yorkshire, and 
partly from foreign, imported at Stockton. 
Moft of it goes to London by fca. This 
town has alfo a thriving manufadtory of 
woollen fluffs, or camlets, made chiefly 
from the wool of the neighbourhood : thefe 
are like wife principally fent to London. 
Some fmall wares of the Manchefter kind 
are alfo made here j and there is a confider- 
able trade in dreffing leather. A curious 
water machine for grinding optical glafles, 
and for fpinning linen yarn, has lately been 
ercfted here, the invention of a native of 
the town. 
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This county, double in fize to any other 
in England, is bounded on the north by 
Durham and Wcftmoreland ; on the eaft by 
the German ocean ; on the weft by Weft- 
moreland and Lancafhire ; and on the fouch 
by the counties of Chefter, Derby, Notting- 
ham, and Lincoln. Its mod remarkable 
natural inland boundaries are, the river Tees 
to the north, the' ridge of hills called the 
Englifh Apennines to the weft, and the arm 
of the fea named the Humber to the fouth- 
eaft. The length of this county is above 
eighty miles, and its breadth an hundred. 
From its great extent it has been diftributed 
into three main divifions, called Ridings. 
Of thfcfe the North Riding comprehends the 
whole northern part from fide to fide, de- 
fending to the capital in the centre: the 
Eaft Riding takes the fouth-eaftern part, 
from the river Oufe to the fea; and the 
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Weft Riding comprifes all the reft of the 
county, which is not only the weftern, but 
molt of the fouthern part. 

Yorkftiire, in this wide compafs, contains 
an abftraft of the whole kingdom with re- 
fpefl: to foil j produ&s, and face of country. 
Towards the north-weft and weft it poflefles 
all the grandeur and romantic variety of the 
mountainous regions. The middle part, 
from north to fouth, is equaL in fertility to 
moft traits of land in England. Part of the 
fouth and fouth- caft is marfliy, and affords 
excellent pafturage for cattle. Much ftax 
is grown in parts of this diftrift. The fea- 
coaft, except the fouthern part of it, is in 
general naked and dreary, confiding of wide 
extended moors and barren hills. 

« 

This county is extremely well watered, 
and its rivers are difpofed in a Angularly 
beautiful manner. They rife, in general, in 
the mountainous fkirts of the county, from 
the north-eaft round to the fouth-weft j and, 
uniting as they proceed towards its centre, 
like the veins of a fpreading leaf, at length 

terminate 
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terminate in one main trunk, which iffues in 
the Humber. Of thefe the principal, and 
that which alone preferves its name to the 
Humber, is the Northern Oufe. The pa- 
rents of this river are the Ure and Swale, 
rifing near each other in the romantic bor- 
ders of Weftmoreland. Thefe, after col- 
lecting all the rills from this mountainous 
region, unite at , Aldborough, and from 
thence take the name of the Oufe, which 
now forms a large river. It flows through 
York, where it 'is navigable for confiderable 
veflels ; and afterwards receives the Wharf, 
coming down from the north- weft: then the 
Derwent) loaded with all the ftreams from 
the north-eaft ; and, laftly, the Aire, formed 
by the united Aire and Odder from the weft, 
and joined near its termination in the Oufe 
by the Dun and its tributary ftreams, from 
the fouth-weft. By this difpofition, as far 
as thefe rivers can be made navigable, all 
the parts of this extenfive county enjoy an 
intercourfc with each other, and with the fea. 
In deferring the objedts chiefly worthy of 
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notice in this county, I (hall begin by tracing 
the fea-coaft. 

From the mouth of the Tees the York- 
fhire coaft commences high and rude, in- 
tcrfperfed with many fifhing villages, An- 
gularly placed like nefts upon the ledges of 
the rocks. No coaft in England abounds 
more in filh of varioys kinds than this ; and 
it breeds an induftrious and hardy race of 
filhermen, who purfue their prey to great 
diftances, and fupply the inland country for 
a large extent. The diftrift of Cleveland, 
inland from the river Tees and the northern 
part of the coaft, is a fertile, though hilly, 
country, grows much corn, and breeds great 
numbers of cattle. 

■ • ■ • 

Whitby, the fartheft port in this county 

to the north, is a confiderable town, which 

has a great traffic in the building of Ihips, 

and the carrying bufinefs. Its harbour is 

the beft on this coaft, and is protefted by a 

fine piers but it has no river-communication 

with the inland country. Several fhips are 

* 

fent from hence to the Greenland fifhery. 
\ This 
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This place had the honour of initiating in 
his profefiion the greateft navigator that the 
world ever faw— the late much-lamented 
Captain Cook, 

In the neighbourhood of Whitby are large 
works, in which alum is procured from a' 
kind of flate. There is one of thefe works 
aJfo at Guijborougb in Cleveland. The coun- 
try inland from this part of the coaft to a 
great extent is called the caftern moorlands, 
a wild mountainous tradt, chiefly compofed 
of a barren gritftone, 

Robinhood's bay, noted for filhing, fuc- 
ceeds ; and next Scarborough, a large town, 
built on a rocky eminence, well known as a 
place for fea bathing. It pofleffes a confi- 
derable fhipping trade, and is much engaged 
in the filheries. 

A remarkable promontory, called Flam- 
borough-heady is the nqjet diftinguifhed ob- 
jeft, whole lofty fnow-white cliffs are feen 
far out at fea, and ferve for a direction to 
Ihips. Its rocks are occupied by number^ 
lefs multitudes of fea fowl of various kinds, 
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which fill the air and ocean all around. In- 
land from Flamborough begins an elevated 
traft of country called the ivctds, which 
widening as it proceeds, extends at lad from 
Malton almoft to the Humber. It is a 
cold and dry diftrift, abounding in fheep, 
and productive of corn. Immediately fouth 
of the Head begins Bridlington or Burlington 
bay, a place of refuge for the coafting veffcls. 
It has a village called Burlington quay, where 
fhips load and unload. This place is much 
frequented for fea bathing. From hence 
the coaft runs low and unvaried to the 
Spurnheady a long fickle- lhaped promontory, 
guarding the mouth of the Humber. 

Turning up this large arnuof the fea, we 
come to the great port of Hull, or Kingfton 
upon Hull, the rivulet upon which it is fi- 
tuated. This is a fortified town, and was 
the firft that fhut its gates againft Charles I. 
but its fortifications are now inconfiderable, 
while its commerce has gone on increafing, 
fo as to render it probably the fourth port 
for bufinefs in the kingdom. Its fituation 

is 
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is extremely advantageous ; for, befides its 
communication with the Yorklhire rivers . 
and canals, it has alfo accefs, by means of 
ihc Humber, to the Trent and ail its branches 
and communications, now greatly increafed 
by navigable canals : hence it has the import 
and export trade of many of the northern 
, and midland counties. The foreign trade 
is chiefly to the Baltic; but it has alfo re- 
gular traffic with the fouthern parts of Eu- 
rope and with America. More lhips arc 
fent from hence to Greenland than from any 
other port, that of London excepted. The 
coafting trade, for coals, corn, wool, manu- 
factured goods, &c. is very extenfive. The 
harbour of Hull is artificial, confiding of a 
dock, faid to be the largeft in the kingdom, 
with which the river communicates. The 
conftru&ion of a new dock is now in con- 
templation. 

The country to the north and eaft of 
Hull, called lloldernefsy is in general a flat 
tracft of land, with a very rich foil, and is 
remarkable for its large breeds of horned 

cattle 
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cattle and horfes. The town of Beverley^ in 
this diftrift, is a neat well-built place, pof- 
fefled of a fine ancient minfter. 

The city of York has always been con- 
fidered as the capital of the north, and in 
point of rank, as the fecond in the kingdom ; 
and, though it is now left behind in wealth 
and populoufnefs by many of the newer trad- 
ing towns, it ftill fupports a confiderable 
degree of confequence, and is inhabited by 
many genteel families. Its minfler is rec- 
koned the moft elegant and magnificent go- 
thic ftrufture in the kingdom, Lincoln per- 
haps excepted. From its top is feen a vaft 
extent of country, particularly the open 
Wolds to the eaft, ftretching almoft to the 
fea. A fandy fertile vale extends from the 
eaft of York feveral miles, in a north-weft- 
erly direftion on the courfe of the Oufe and 
Swale. The races at York have been much 
. frequented as well as thofe at Doncafter and 
other places in this county, which is cele- 
/ brated for its fine breeds of horfes of the 
race and hunting kinds, as well as for the 
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knowledge of tfhe inhabitants in all the arts 
of jockeyJhip. 

Afcending the Oufe, to the Ure, we come 
to Rippon, which had 6nce a manufactory of 
hardware, now almoft: extinct. It is chiefly 
remarkable at prefent for its market of corn 
^nd butter. Rippon has an ancient minfter. 

The fources of the Ure and the Swale are 
in the diftrift called Richmond/hire, formerly 
a county of itfelf; a region abounding in 
romantic fituations, and noted for the neat- 
nefs and induftry of its inhabitants, who ma- 
nufacture knit ftockings and other coarfe 
goods. Many lead mines are wrought in 
thefe parts. The hilly tradts are generally 
known under the name of the weftern moor- - 
. lands. A great number of fmall hardy 
horfes are bred among them. Of the vales 
\>y which they are interfered, Wenfley-dale, 
through which the Ure flows, is moft diftin- 
guifhed for its beauty and fertility. 

Southward from hence lies the wide dif- 
trift of Craven, an open and hilly country, 
famous for breeding and feeding great num- 
ber^ 
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bers of cattle. Two of the higheft hills in 
England, Ingleborough and fVbernfide % are in 
this tra&. The country about Settle is 
noted, among botanifts, for the variety of 
curious and uncommon plants among its 
rocky fears. 

The weftern fide of Craven abounds with 
limeftoffl?, which is not to be found fouth- 

» 

wards between this diftrift and fevcral miles 
within Dcrbyfhire. A ftripe of limeftone, 
about five or fix miles broad, traverfes York- 
Ihire from north to fouth, leaving the high' 
barren moors of Black Hamilton to the eaft, 
and Knarefborough foreft to the weft, pair- 
ing on the weftern fide of Tadcafter, and 
after leaving Doncafter two or three miles 
on the eaft, proceeding onward into Not- 
tinghamfhire. Botanifts know when they 
are within a mile of this ftripe by fcveral 
plants not found on grit-ftonc. 

Eaft of Craven lies that fterile traft, now 
indeed moftly enclofed, called Knarejberougb 
foreft. Its inhabitants are chiefly employed 
in manufa&uring coarfc linen cloths, fuch as 

huckabacks 
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huckabacks and Ihceting, which they carry 
to Knarclborough market. This town has 
fine remains of an ancient caftlc, which, 
with the Foreft, are part of the eftates of the 
Dutchy of Lancafter. There are fevcrai 
very peculiar cuftoms among the laws of the 
Foreft.. 

Below Craven commences the clothing 
country^ the great fecne of the induftry, 
wealth, and populoufncfs, of the Weft Rid- * 
ing. The manufafture of woollen cloths 
and ftuffs, of late years greatly increafed, 
extends over a tra&, of which Leeds, Brad- 
ford, Halifax, and Wakefield, are the prin- 
cipal centres. The rivers Aire and Calder, 
flowing through the midft of it, give fruit- 
fulnefs to the country, and facility to the 
tranfport of manufa&urcs and raw materials; 
The Aire is navigable from Leeds; and 
there is a canal from this town to Holm- 
bridge beyond Skipton, which is meant to 
extend to the diftant port of Liverpool. 
With this, Bradford has a communicating 
branch. From Wakefield the Calder is 

made 
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made navigable to Sowerby, above Halifax. 
The plenty of fuel in this country, the intro- 
duftion of machines to Ihorten labour, and 
the induftry and fobriety of the inhabitants* 
greatly promoted by the excellent mode in 
which the manufacture is carried on, which 
is by fmall makers in the litde towns and 
villages, who take their goods to the larger 
markets — all thefe circumftances have caufcd 
trade to flourifli here, at the expenfe of the 
weftern parts of the kingdom. 

Leeds, fituated in a vale, which trade has 
rendered one of the molt populous fpots in 
England, is the principal of the clothing 
towns. The poet Dyer has given a ftriking 
view of the prolpeft it affords : 

* 

Wide around 
Hillock and valley, farm and village, fmile : 
And ruddy roofs and chimney tops appear 
Of bufy Leeds, up-wafting to the clouds 
The incenfe of thankfgiving : all is joy; 
And trade and bus'oefs guide the living fcene ; 
Roll the full cars ; adown the winding Aire 
Load the flow failing barges ; pile the pack 
On the long tinkling train of flovv-pae'd deeds. 

Fleece. 

Leeds 
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Leeds is particularly the mart for the co- 
loured and white broad cloths, of which vaft 
quantities are fold in its cloth-halls. That 
called the mixed cloth hall is a building of 
amazing extent, in which the cloth is placed 
on benches for fale every market day; and 
the whole bufinefe is tranfa&ed within the 
fpace of an hour, without the lead confufion. 
The white cloth hall is a fimilar building. 
The manufadtures that fupply thefe two hall* 
extend about ten miles to the fouth, fifteen 
to the fouth-weft, and eight to the north and 
weft ; the mixed cloths being moftljrmade iit 
the neighbourhood of the river Aire, and the 
white cloths in that of the Calder. The 
. cloths are fold in the halls in a rough ftate, 
and are finifhed by rhe merchants, who em- 
ploy for the purpofe a number of dreflers, 
dyers, &c. of whom the chief population of 
Leeds is compofed. Leeds has a manufac- 
tory of coarfe camlets, but declined ; and a 
flourifhing one of carpets, refembling both 
the Wiltftiire and Scotch, Here is alfo 
carried on a large wholefale trade in tobacco, 

for 
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for the cutting of which fomc mills have 
been ere&ed. There is a greal pottery in, 
and another fome miles from, the town, 
whence confiderable quantities of earthen 
ware are exported to Scotland, Ireland, the 
Baltic and Mediterranean. Within three 
miles of the town are numerous collieries, 
which fupply not only Leeds, but various 
other places. 

Halifax, fituated in a hilly country, of ra- 
ther difficult accefs, but full of people, is the 
great market for fluffs, fuch as fhalloons, 
tammies, ferges, calamancoes, cverlaftings, 
&c. It has alfo a very large market-houfe, 
called the new piece ball, as well as various 
others for particular goods. A large pro- 
portion of thefc articles are fold abroad. 
The fluff manufactory is carried on fifteen 
or fixteen miles to the weft and north- 
v/eft. To the fouth-weft as far as Black- 
ftonedge are the makers of kerfeys, fome of 
whom direftly export their own goods to 
Germany to a large amount. Some of the 
Halifax manufacturers have lately engaged 

largely in the cloth apd coalting trade. 
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Bradford deals in fimilar commodities to 
thofe of Halifax, made in its neighbourhood. 
A capital iron foundry has lately been efta- 
blifhed in the parifh. 

. Wakefield^ a handfome town on the Calder, 
trades in white cloths, and tammies. It is 
inhabited by feveral gentlemen of fortune, 
and opulent merchants. A great quantity 
of wool is fold at its markets. 

Keighley has a manufa&ory of figured 
everlaftings, (balloons, &c. and broad cloths. 
This town is the northern boundary of the 
makers of goods for Halifax market. The 
fame goods are made on the banks of the 
Calder above Sowerby. The frugality and 
induftry of thefe people enable them to un- 
dcrfcll all their rivals in foreign markets. 

Huddersfield y a town rifen up in this cen- 
tury, fituated amidft barren moors, is the 
mart for narrow cloths, called plains. This 
manufa&ure extends 'ten miles to the fouth, 
where the coarfeft cloths are made, which 
are exported to the Mediterranean. On the 
fouth-weft it extends to Saddlewortb, a very 

E populous 
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populous diftricfV, where the fined narcow • 
and broad cloths are made, fomc of which 
are dire&ly exported by the makers to Ire- 
land. It is to be obferved that the mer- 
chants of all thefe towns attend all the feveral 
markets, dealing in the manufactures of the 
other diftridts, as well as of thofe which they 
inhabit. 

The Yorkftiire woollens, befides home 
confumption, are exported in large quanti- 
ties to Holland, Germany, Rufiia, Spain, 
and Italy. The manufacturers receive their 
wool from various parts ; fome from Spain, 
for the fined cloths : alfo from the fouthern 
parts of England, Shroplhire, and Norfolk. 
The worded fluffs are chiefly made of the 
long Lincolnfnire and Leiceflerlhire wool. 

Near the banks of the Aire is PontefraR> 
or Pcrnfret) fituated in a very rich foil, and 
noted for its nurfery-grounds and large plan- 
tations of liquorice. Its caftle has been the 
fcene of various tragical events in Englifh 
hiftory, particularly the murder of the unfor- 
tunate king Richard II. after his depofition. 
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, * In the fouthern extremity of the county 
ftands Sheffield^ a very populous town, long 
celebrated for its various hardware manufac- 
tories. Thefe are in an increafing ftate, 
and pafticularly confift of cutlery wares, 
filver and plated goods and buttons. An 
aflay-office lately eftablifhed in the town has 
been of great fervice to its trade. By means 
of the river Dun, which is navigable within 
two or three miles of the town, it receives 
iron from Hull, and conveys thither its ma- 
nufactures for exportation to America and 
the Weft Indies, as well as various parts of 
Europe. Its neighbourhood, as well as all 
this part of the county, abounds with coals. 
There are alfo at Sheffield lead-works and 
a filk-mill. The Sheffield manufactures ex- 
tend feveral miles over the country. The 
land to the weft of Sheffield is chiefly moors 
on which fheep are fed. A breed peculiar 
to the country takes its name from Penijton, 
the market town where they are principally 
fold. Thefe are light and aftive, and prove 
excellent meat when fattened. 
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At Rotberam, on the Dun, is a large iron 
fmeking work and foundry, alfo mills for 
the rolling of iron into (beets, and for mak- 
ing plates for tinning. Thefe works have . 
the advantage of water-conveyance to and 
from Hull. Coal and iron ore are pro- 
cured near the town. Much lime is alfo 
burnt here ; and a pottery is eftabliflied. 

Bamjley y fituated among coal and iron- 
works, has a confiderablc trade in iron wire, 
and fome other articles of hard-ware. Ca- 
nals are planned from this place to the Cal- 
dcr and the Dun. 

Harrowgate, near Knarefborough, is cele- 
brated for its fulphureous mineral water, 
ufed internally and externally in fcorbutic 
diforders. 

Yorkfhire, from the ancient conftquence 
of its capital, and from its fituation towards 
Scotland, has been diftinguifhed by many 
important tranfa&ions in the Englifh hif- 
tory. 

At North Allcrton was fought, in 1137, 
the battle of the fiandard, in which David 

. king 
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king of Scotland, who had laid wafte the 
whole country, was defeated with great 
(laughter. 

In 1 460 Richard duke of York was de- 
feated and (lain by the Lancaftrians near 
Wakefield: but, in the enfuing year, this 
defeat was revenged by his fon, afterwards 
Edward IV. who, atTowton, near Shirburn, 
gained a complete vi&ory, in which thirty- 
five thoufand men are faid to have fallen on 
both fides. The whole number in the field 
was one hundred thoufand, the greateft ever 
engaged in thefe deftru&ive wars. 

In the year 1644 the parliament army 
gave a fignal defeat to the royalifts at,Mar- 
fton-moor, near York, which was the com- 
mencement of the king's ill fuccefs, and of 
Cromwell's great influence and reputation. 
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WESTMORELAND. 

This county is cnclofcd between thofe 
of Cumberland, York, and Lancafter; the 
firft bounding it on the north and north- 
weft > the fecond on the eaft •> and the laft 
on the fouth and fouth-weft. It has the 
natural boundaries of lakes, ftreams, and 
mountains, almoft every where except to 
the fouth, where it finks undiftinguiftiably 
into Lancafhire. From the fea it is ex- 
cluded by the detached part of Lancafhire ; 
and only juft touches upon the bottom of 
that wide fandy wafli which feparates the 
two parts of that county. Its fhape is irre- 
gularly angular, fomewhat refembling that 
.of a vine -leaf. Its fize is lefs than of the 
other northern counties ; yet, in its greateft 
length and breadth, it meafures about forty 
miles. 

The name of this county is defcriptive of 
its nature. It is the weft moor-land a region 
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of lofcy mountains, naked hills, and blick 
barren moors, which here, as well as in 
Cumberland, are alfo called fells. The val- 
lies in which the rivers run are tolerably 
fertile ; and in the north-eaftern quarter there 
is a confiderable traft of cultivated plain. 
The reft of the county affords only narrow 
dells and glens of fertility amidft the dreary 
hills and extended waftes. So large is the 
proportion of thefe tracts, that three fourths 
of the whole county are fuppofed to lie 
uncultivated. Neither ar& its mineral trea- 
fures confiderable. It wants coals ; and the 
metallic ores it contains either lie fo deep, 
or are fo remotely fituated, as not to be 
worth working. It abounds in flate of the 
fineft quality, large quanties of which are 
exported. Limeftone is alfo plentiful. 

Of the cultivated land, a fmall proportion 
is devoted to the raifing of corn, chiefly 
oats, with fome wheat and barley in the 
vallies ; the reft is employed for paflure and 
hay. Many Scotch cattle are fattened here, 
and a great number of milch cows are kept, 
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which fupply the London markets with a 
large quantity of excellent butter in firkins. 
The mountains feed great flocks of fheep, 
and many black cattlr. Numbers of geefe 
are bred on the moors, and afford an article 
of exportation. The Weftmoreland hams 
are in confiderable efteem, and form one of 
the exports of the county. 

The mod extenfive lake in England, 
IVinander Mere, lies between this county and 
Lancafhire. It is remarkable, as well for its 
beauty, as for the fine char it produces ; a 
fifh only found in this ifland in fome lakes 
of thefe parts, and in a few Welfh lakes. 
North of this are lofty mountains in which 
eagles breed, communicating with thofe in 
Cumberland then fucceeds the large lake 
of Ulles-water> between the two counties; 
to the fouth of which lie other lakes, in the 
foreft of Martindak) where the red deer are 
ftill found in a wild ftate. Out of Ulles- 
lake flows the Eymot y which, in its courfe 
to join the Eden, forms the boundary of the 
county for fome fpace. It receives the 
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Lowther, which rifts out of the lake called 
Broad-ivater. 

The Eden, already mentioned as the prin- 
cipal river of Cumberland, has its fource in 
the wildefl part of this county, on the bor- 
ders of Yorkfhire; and in its courfe walhts 
the town of Appleby. Other ftreams join 
it from the eaftern angle of Weftmoreland, 
which chiefly confifts of the " wintry wailc" 
of Stanemore, a region of mod favage-afpett, 
which has been defcribed both in ppetry and 
romance. 

. Not far from the fource of the Eden is 
that of the Lon or Lune, a beautiful river, 
flowing fouthwards along the borders of 
Weftmoreland and Yorkfhire, by Kirkby 
Lonfdale, below which it leaves this county 
for Lancafhire. 

Another dream, whofe whole courfe is in 
this county, is the Kan, or Ken, which flows 
by Kendal, and difcharges itfelf into the 
fandy wa(h of Lancafhire. It has a cataract 
near its mouth, which renders it incapable 
of navigation; fo that the village of Mil- * 
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thrcp, fituated on a little creek near the 
Ken's mouth, is the only port of this county; 
nor is it capable of receiving more than 
very fmall vdlcls. From hence are ex- 
ported the fine: Weftmoreland flaces to Li- 
verpool, London, Hull, and other places. 

The county town of Appleby is an incon- 
fiderable place, though fituated in the moft 
fertile part of Weftmoreland. It has the 
principal corn market of thefe parts. 

The only commercial town of the county 
is Kendal, long noted for its woollen ma- 
nufactories, which it ftill fupports with vi- 
gour, notwithftanding its difadvantage of 
pofieffing no water-carriage; fuch are the 
effedts of adive induftry and frugality. 
Large quantities of wool from Leicefter- 
fhire and Durham are here wrought into 
woven and knit (lockings, which are chiefly 
fent to London in waggons. The coarfe 
wool of Weftmoreland is wrought into a 
thick Huff called cottons, which are prin- 
cipally fent to Glafgow, and exported for 
the clothing of the negroes, or ufed for 
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failors' jackets. There is alfo a manufac- 
tory of linfey-woolfey, for home confump- 
tion; the wool for which comes from the 
neighbouring counties and Scotland. The 
tanning bufinefs alfo employs many hands 
here. 
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LANCASHIRE. 

This county, bounded on the north by 
Weftmoreland and a part of Cumberland, 
on the eaft by York (hire, on the weft by 
the Irifti fea, and on the fouth by Chefhire, 
is irregularly (haped, and remarkable for 
having a confiderable diftrifl: entirely de- 
tached from the reft, acrofs an arm of the 
fea. Its greateft length (exclufive of this 
detached part) is about fixty miles; its 
greateft breadth, which is at its fouthern 
end, about forty-five. 

In this extent is comprifed a variety of 
foil and face of country; but, in general, 
this county is one of thofe which are the 
leaft favoured by nature; a proof of which 
is the ancient thinnefs of its population, 
(hewn by the very fmall number of parifhes 
into which it was divided. 

The disjoined part of Lancalhire, called 
the hundred of Furnefs, partakes of the ro- 
mantic 
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mantic character of the adjacent counties, 
It is a wild and rugged region, ftortd with 
quantities of iron ore and flate, and covered 
with a growth of underwood, which is cut 
down in fucceffion, and made into charcoal 
for the ufe of the iron furnaces. A confi- 
derable lake, Coni/lon-meer, lies in this tract, 
which yields char as well as the neighbour- 
ing Winander. Near the fea, and in the 
vicinity of the ancient abbey of Furnefs* the 
land is tolerably fertile. The long and nar- 
row ifle of Walney forms its bulwark againft 
the waves of the Irifh fea. The port of this 
diftrift is at Uherftone, fituated on a (hallow 
arm of the fea, into which the Leven and 
other dreams enter. This arm, as well as 
the broad eftuary feparating Furnefs from 
the reft of Lanca(hire, is continually croffed 
by horfesand carriages at low water, though 
not without fome danger 

The main part of the county may be di- 
vided into two unequal portions, the fmaller 
lying between the borders of Wcftmoreland ' 
and the Ribble, Ac larger between the Rib- 
ble and the Merfey. 
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In the firft of thefe, the banks of the 
Lon or Lune, which comes down from Weft- 
moreland, and enters the fea below Lan- 
cafter, are beautiful and romantic. The 
country about Garflang breeds a fine race of 
horned cattle, reckoned as perfeft in their 
form a? any in England. The traft be- 
tween the road from hence to Prefton, and 
the fea, called the Fild or Field, is flat, and 
produces large quantities of oats. Through 
this runs the river Wier, or Wyre, the mouth 
of which is below Poulton. Near that town 
is Blackpool, a village on the coaft much re- 
forted to for fea bathing. ' The eaftern part 
of this portion, comprii ng the old forefts 
of Wieridale and Bowland, is mountainous 
and generally barren. 

The Ribble, entering the county from 
Yorkfhire at Clithero, and, after pafilng by 
Prefton, difcharging itfelf by a broad fandy 
outlet, flows through a vale of great feitility 
and beauty. Of the large trail between 
this river and the Merfey all the foiuhern 
part is flat, quite from the fea to the com- 
mencement of the ridge called Black-ficn- 
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edge> feparating this county from Yorkfhire. 
Much of this is a fertile country, though 
occafionally deformed by the black turf 
bogs, here called mcfles; fome of which 
are of large extent, and abfolutely impaffable 
in wet feafons. In the north-eaftern part 
of this divifion are fome lofty hills, among 
which the moft noted is Pendle hi!L The 
remaining part is varied with hill, dale, and 
moor. 

The boundary river, the Merfey > after re- 
ceiving above Stockport the Fame, (which 
takes up the boundary where the Merfey 
leaves it) and fomewhat lower, the Irwell> 
bringing down a conflux of other ftreams 
from Manchefter, winds through a trad of 
rich meadows \ and, after pafling Warring- 
ton, foon dilates into a wide fandy eftuary, 
which, contracting again, reaches the fea 
below Liverpool. 

Such is the general face of this county, 
the natural products of which are of little 
confequence, except the coal and turf, with 
which its fouthern parts abound. For a 
corn country it is little adapted, not only in 

many 
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many parts from the nature of its foil, but 
from the remarkable wetnefs of its climate, 
cccafioned by the frequent clouds which, in 
their paflage from the weftern fea, are here 
firft flopped by the inland ridge of hills. 
The grain principally cultivated is oats ; but * 
the whole growth of corn is fuppofed not 
to exceed a three month's confumption of' 
the inhabitants. The land is, however, 
found to be Angularly fitted to the growth 
of potatoes, that ufeful root, which forms 
the beft fubftitute for corn, and yields a 
greater increafe than almoft any other nu- 
tritious vegetable. A confiderable quantity 
of cheefe, and fome of excellent quality, is 
made in the county. 

All the rivers of Lancafhire afford fal- - 
mon ; and the Merfey is vifited by annual 
fhoals of frr.elts, here called fparlings, of 
remarkable fize and flavour. 

As a commercial and manufacturing 
county, this has diftinguifhed itfrlf, efpe- 
/cialiy of late years, beyond any other in the 
kingdom. Two larger and more flourilh- 
in"; towns than any other finglc county pof- 
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feffes, Manchefter and Liverpool, are mu- 
tual aids to each other in the acquifition of 
wealth. 

Manchefter^ which has been long noted 
• for various branches of the linen, filk, and 
cotton manufa&ory, is now principally con- 
Ipicuous as the centre of the cotton trade, 
an immenfe bufinefs, extending in fame or 
other of its operations from Furnefs (where 
great cotton-fpinning mills have been efta- 
blifhed) to Derby, north and fouth ; and, 
from Halifax to Liverpool, eaft and weft. 
The labours of a very populous neighbour- 
hood are colledled at Manchefter ; whence 
they axe fent to London, Liverpool, Hull, 
and other places. Thefe confift of a great 
k variety of cotton and mixed goods, fitted 
for all forts of markets, both at -home or 
abroad, fpreading over great part of Europe, 
America, and the coaft of Guinea, and 
bringing back vaft profits to this country. 
The raw material is principally imported at 
Liverpool and Lancafter j but is occafionally 
brought from London and other ports. The 
manufafture of tapes and other fmall wares, 

F of 



4 

I 

Digitized by Google 



Fa ENGLAND DELINEATED. 

of filk goods and of hats, is alfo carried on 
at Manchefterj and the late improvements 
in machinery for fpinning cotton and other 
purpofes have caufed the cre&ion of nu- 
merous fteam engines, which* give employ 
to a vaftly augmented population. Iron 
foundries and other branches of fubordinate 
manufacture have alfo proportionally in- 
creafed. From thefc various fources of 
wealth Manchefter has attained greater opu- 
lence than almoft any of the trading towns 
in England. Its buildings, efpecially the 
more modern ones, are on a proportional 
fcale of fixe and elegance. Its water-com- 
munications have lately been extended by 
canals to feveral of the neighbouring towns, 
fome of them penetrating acrofs the hills 
into Yorkftiire, and forming, connexions 
with the port of Hull and the German 
ocean. 

Liverpool, fituated at the great inlet of 
this part of the county, by means of the 
Merfey and its communicating rivers and 
canals, has grown in proportion to the in- 
creafe of interior wealth and population, fo 

as 
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as at length to have become, with rdpe£t to 
extent of commerce, undoubtedly the fecond 
port in the kingdom. Its harbour is arti- 
ficial, confifting of large docks formed in 
the town, and communicating with the river 
Merfey. The entrance of this river is dan- 
gerous, though every direction is given to 
render it more fecure. The trade of Liver- 
pool is very general; but it is to be lamented 
that one of its principal branches is the in- 
human traffic for flaves on the coaft of Gui- 
nea, to fupply the Weft India iflands, from 
whence in return great quantities of fugar, 
cotton, and other produces are imported. 
The American, Baltic, and Portugal branches 
are alfo confiderable ; and the communica- 
tion with Ireland is very extenfive. Several 
fhips are alfo fcnt. to the Greenland fifheryj 
and there is a great coafting trade for corn 
and other commodities. Liverpool com- 
municates, by means of the Merfey, with 
Warrington, and with a canal called the 
Sankey canal, running to ibme coal-pit* and 
other works a little way up the country; by 
means of the Irwell, and alfo the Duke of 
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Bridgewater's canal, with Manchefter, and 
all the places to which the numerous canals 
from that town run ; by means of the Wee- 
ver, with the Chefhirc fait works ; and, by 
means of the Duke of Bridgewater's ca- 
nal, with the Staffordfhire and all its com- 
munications. A vaft defign is alfo in part 
executed, of cutting a canal from Liver- 
pool quite to Leeds in Yorklhire. Thi$ 
already brings down great quantities of coal 
from the neighbourhood of Wigan. The 
prefent war has been peculiarly favour- 
able to the commerce of Liverpool, which 
has obtained by it almoft a monopoly of the 
African trade, and a vaft cxtcnfion of all its 
other branches. Hence it has taken a ftart 

- 

in opulence and population, which feems 
without difpute to place it next to the me- 
tropolis in thefe refpedts. New docks and 
other improvements are at this time under- 
taken j and the inftitution of a public library, 
upon a fcale much beyond any other in the 
kingdom, does credit to the fpirit by which 
this profperity is accompanied. 

Mod of the other towns in this county 

are 
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are diftinguifhed by fome particular branch 
of trade. 

Lancafter, the capital, is a well-built and 
populous town, having a port for veffels of 
moderate burthen, and carrying on a confi- 
derable foreign trade, efpecially to the Weft 
Indies. It is noted for the making of ma- 
hogany cabinet ware, 

Prefton> which participates only in a fmall 
degree in the manufactures of the county, 
is a handfome place, inhabited by many fa- 
milies of gentry, invited by its beautiful 
fituation. It has been the fcene of various 
actions in our civil wars, particularly in the 
rebellion of 1715. Several law-courts for 
the county and duchy are held here. 

Kirkbam, in the Fild, has a confidcfable 
manufactory of fail-cloth, and other coarfe 
linens. 

At Wigan, the ftrongeft checks are made, 
and other articles of linen and cotton manu- 
facture. That moft elegant fpecies of coal, 
called Cannel, is found in plenty and great 
perfection in its neighbourhood. Its fmall 
ftream, the Douglas, is made navigable to the 
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Ribble ; and it is joined by a canal from 
Liverpool. 

Warrington, the great thoroughfare to the 
north-weft, has a large manufaftory of fail- 
cloth, which contributes much to the fup- 
ply of the royal navy; and alfo of facking. 
Glafs houfes and copper fmelting works are 
likewife eftabliflied here (the latter at pre- 
fcnt difufed); and many hands are employed 
in pin-making. The cotton trade is now 
gaining ground in this place. . 

Bolton, fituated amidft dreary moors, has 
enriched itfelf by the fuftian and counter- 
pane branches of manufacture. Dimities 
and muflins are alfo made here in confider- 
able quantities. Bleaching and cotton-fpin- 
ning are extenfively carried on in its neigh- 
bourhood. 

Bury participates largely in the cotton 
trade, and has near it fomc of the mod ca- 
pital printing works in Lancafhire. 

Blackburn, to the north of it, ftill more 
remote from the centre of bufinefs, carries 
on a vaft trade in calicoes for printing. 

About 
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About Burnley fhalloons are made for the 
Halifax market. 

Rochdale, at the foot of the Yorkfhire hills, 
has a flourifhing manufactory of bays, ferges, 
flannels, coating;s, and other woollen goods. 

Part of thefe are exported or fent to Lon- 
don by the Yorkfhire merchants ; but con- 
fiderable quantities are fent directly to Por- 
tugal by the Rochdale merchants. This 
town has got mod of the trade from Bock- 
ing and other places in Eflex. Its manu- 
factures extend eight or ten miles north of 
the town. 

Oldham, though no market town, is be- 
come extremely populous. Being fituated 
among the hills that produce the beft coals, 
a large manufactory of hats has been efta- 
blifhtd there. It alfo (hares in the Man- 
chefter manufactures. 

Befides all thefe branches there are, in va- 
rious parts, confiderable works in iron and 
fteel, particularly of the beft files in Eng- 
land ; nails, locks, and hinges; watch- tools 
and movements ; and fmelting and refining 
copper, Thefe are favoured by the un- 
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common plenty of coals of almoft every 
kind in this county. This circumftance too 
has occafioned the eftablifhment, near Pref- 
coty of a patent manufadtory of caft plate 
glafs, after the French manner j the only one 
in the kingdom. 

The Duke of Bridgewater began his mag- 
nificent plans by the canal from his coal- 
pits to Manchcfter. Its head is at WorJley y 
where tunnels are driven a vaft way under 
ground, beneath the bottom of the coal-pits, 
from which boats are loaded. This canal 
is carried by a noble aquedudt acrofs the 
navigable river Irwell, and afterwards joins 
the principal one in Chefhire. , 

A number of other canals have lately 
been planned, and are at this time carrying 
on, by which a mutual communication will 
be eftablilhed among moft of its manufac- 
turing towns, and alfo with Yorkfhire. A* 
canal, called the Lancafter, will run from 
the fouthern part of the county, into Weft* 
moreland, and produce an ufeful interchange 
between the coal of Lancalhire, and lime- 
ftone and flate of that county. 

CHESHIRE. 
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* * 

This county, diftinguifhed in its figure 
by the two horns which projedt to the eaft 
and weft of its northern fide, is bounded on 
the north by the rivers Merfey and Tame, 
which feparate it from Lancafhire, and by a 
fmall point of Yorkfhire ; on the eaft, by 
the counties of Derby and Stafford, the 
limits of which are marked for the molt 
part by hills and ftreamsj on the fouth by 
Shropfhire and a detached part, of Flint- 
(hire; and on the weft by Denbighfhire, 
Flintfliire, and the eftuary of the Dee. Its 
length is thirty milts ; its extreme breadth, 
from horn to horn, almoft fixty; but acrofe 
its middle part not forty. 

Cheftiire is in general a flat country. Its 
moft hilly part is towards the eaftern bor- 
der, where are fome confiderable eminences, 
forming a chain with the Derbylhire and 
StafFordfhire hills. An interrupted ridge of 

high 
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high ground alfo croffes it from north to 
fouth on the weftcrn fide, beginning with a 
bold promontory, overlooking the Merfey 
near Frodftiam; then eroding that large 
tradl of heath called Delamere-forejl ; appear- 
ing again in the infulated rock of Beefton, 
crowned with the ruins of its ftrong caftle i 
and cealing in the wooded Broxton hills near 
Malpas. The reft of the county is nearly 
level : its foil in many parts light and fandy, 
with much red grit rock, on which almoft 
all the towns and villages are built ; in 
others ftiff clay; with an intermixture of 
uncultivated mofs and heath. Yet the pro- 
portion of wafte ground to the cultivated on 
the whole is not eftimated at above one 
eleventh. Several fmall lakes, called meres, 
are inter fperfed, particularly in the northern 
parts. 

The rivers in thi§ county are, firft, the 
Dee, a ftream held in great veneration by 
our Britifh anceftors. It has its rife, and 
the principal part of its courfe, in Wales, 
and only vifits the weftcrn border of Chelhire, 

to 
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to which it ferves for fome fpacc as a boun- 
dary; then eroding over to the city of 
Chefter, it flows from thence to the fea, 
making a broad fandy eftuary, which fe- 
parates this county from Flintfliire. By 
embankments here made, much land has 
been gained from the tide, and a narrow, 
but deeper channel, fitter for navigation, 
has been formed from Chefter half way to' 
the fea. The Dee is navigable from near 
Ellefmere, in Shropfhire, to Chefter;. but, 
at this city, the continuity of the navigation 
is broken by a ledge of rocks running acrofs 
the bed of the river, and caufing a fort of 
cafcade. 1 . 

The Weeroer rifes in the northern part of 
Shropfhire, and, after running acrofs the 
middle of Chefhire, and receiving the Bane 
from the eaft, empties into the eftuary of 
the Merfey. It is navigable to Winsford, 
fome miles above Northwich. 

The Merfey itfelf belongs more to this 
county than to Lancalhire, fince it rifes juft 
within Yorkfhire; and, coafting firft along 

the 
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the fouthcrn fide of the eaftern horn of 
Cheftiire, then crofles it, and reaches Lan- 
cafliirc only above Stockport. 

Two commodities render Chefhire par- 
ticularly famous, its fait and its cheefe. 

The falt-works are at the three towns 
called IVycbes, viz. Namptwich, MiMewich, 
and Northwicby and at Wimford and fome 
other places. At molt of thefc brine is 
pumped up from fprings which contain the 
fait diffolved in the bowels of the earth, 
and which is procured from the brine again 
by boiling. At Nortbwich vaft pits of lolid 
fait rock have been dug to a great depth, 
from which immenfe quantities are raifed, 
pardy to be purified on the fpot by re- 
diffolving and boiling, and partly to be ex- 
ported in its crude ftate. Mod of the latter 
goes to Liverpool by means of the river 
Weever; and the plenty and cheapnefs of 
this commodity has been a principal caufe 
of the great foreign commerce of that port. 
The clear annual duty received by govern- 
ment for Chelhire fait amounts to 200,000/. 

' The 
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The cheefe of this county is noted for its 
mcllownefs and rich flavour; and great 
quantities of it are confumed in various 
parts of England and Scotland, as well as 
exported abroad. About three fourths of 
the land in Chefliire is fuppofed to be paf- 
tured or mown : and the grafs, except what 
is eaten by horfes, is chiefly confumed by 
milking cows, as few cattle are fattened here. 
The farmers are lefs attentive to the beauty 
of their cows than in many other parts, 
the milk being the great objeft : and they 
keep them to a great age. More calves are 
fed in Chefhire, during the months of March 
t and April, than in any other part of Eng- 
land j but the veal is killtd very young, as 
the milk cannot be long fpared, The 
dairies arc fcattered over the whole county; 
but the principal are about Namptwich, and 
the trad between the Dane and Wcever, 
where the foil is mod clayey. The cheefe 
is chiefly fold to London ; but a good deal 
goes to Liverpool and the counties to the 
north. 

The 



■ 



Digitized by Google 



94 ENGLAND DELINEATED. 

The chief manures of this county are 
marl and linle ; the latter moftly gotten on 
the eaftern fide. Coals are in confiderable 
plenty in the norch-eafr; and fome are alfo 
dug in the hundred of Wirral> or that pe- 
ninfula which lies between the Dee and 
Merfey, whence they are fent to Chefter. 
The midft of the county is principally fup- 
plied from Lancafhire. Stone quarries are 
frequent in the hilly parts. There are few 
confiderable woods in Chefhire, but timber 
abounds in the hedge rows, and efpecially 
oak, the bark of which is a valuable objeft, 
on account of the many tanneries eftablilhed 
in the county. 

The great canal of the duke of Bridge- 
water has its principal courfe in Chefhire, 
entering the county from Manchefter by 
eroding the Merfey, and then running pa- 
rallel to it, till it falls into that river at Run- 
corn, With this the grand canal commu- 
nicates which joins the Trent and Merfey, 
and is called the Staftbrdfhire. This lad 
canal troffes Chefhire, palling by Northwich 

and 
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and Middlewich. There is befides, another 
canal from Chefter to Namptwich, intended 
to promote the commerce of that city by 
giving it the advantage of an exportation of 
fait ; but it has failed in its effeft. 

The capital of the county, Cbe/ler, is an 
ancient city of moderate fide. Its main 
ftreets have a peculiarity of conftrudtion not 
found in any other town. ; They are hol- 
lowed out in the rock to the depth of one 
ftory beneath the level of the ground on 
each fide; and the houfes have a. fort of 
covered portico running on from houfe to 
houfe and ftreet to ftreet, level with the 
ground at the back, but one ftory above the 
ftreet. They are called icws, and afford a 
flickered walk for the foot paflengers. Be- 
neath them are lhops and warehoufes on the 
level of the ftreet. Chefter is walled round, 
though its walls are now kept up only as 
affording a fine walk on their top for the 
inhabitants. It has a caltle in which a gar- 
rifon of invalids is ftationed. Chefter has a 
fmall {hare of foreign commerce by means 
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of its port; and its two annual fairs are fome 
of the mod noted in England, efpecially for 
the fale of Irifh linen. It has a manufa&ory 
of gloves j fome (hip-building ; and a con- 
fiderable traffic of fhop-goods into North 
Wales. It is, however, chiefly diftinguiflied 
as the refidence of many families of gentry 
from the county, and from Wales. 

Of the other towns, Stockport is now the 
moft populous and flourifliing, on account 
of its participating largely in the cotton ma- 
nufactures. Thefe have caufed its former 
bufinefs of making checks, hats, and but- 
tons, to decline, though the hat- making is 
ftill a confiderable branch. It has a great 
market for cheefe and oatmeal. 

Namptwicb, an old town of moderate fize, 
has a confiderable trade in Ihoes, made for 
the London market, and a fmall manufac- 
ture of gloves. Much tanning is done in 
this place and its vicinity. 

Macclesfield and Congleton have large mills 
for the winding of filk. At the latter rib- 
bons are made for the Coventry manufac- 
turers : 
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turers : at the former is a confiderable ma- 
nufa&ory of mohair buttons ; and extenfive 
works for fmelting copper and making brafs, 
are erefted near it. 

Knutsford was formerly diftinguiflied for a 
manufa&ory of thread, but it is almoft ex- 
tinft. Its neighbourhood is diftinguiflied 
for a number of feats of the principal fami- 
lies of the county. 

In all the above-mentioned towns the i 
ancient branches of bufinefs are declining, 
and newly-ere£ted cotton-works are rifing 
upon their ruins. This flourifhing branch 
of manufadture feems now extending through 
Chelhire, as it has done over Lancafhire. 

The village of Parkgate near the mouth 
of the Dee is well known as a place of * 
tranfit between this kingdom and Ireland, 
though lefs ufed fince the eftablifhment of 
regular carriages through Wales to Holy- 
head. Parkgate is alfo frequented for fea- 
bathing, 

* . j 
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SHROPSHIRE. 

Shropshire, or the county of Salop, is 
bounded on the north by Chefhire, the de- 
tached part of Flintfhire, and a corner of 
Denbighshire $ on the weft by the latter 
county, and thofe of Montgomery and Rad- 
nor; on the fouth by Herefordfhire and 
Worcefterfhire; and on the eaft by StafFord- 
Ihire. It is of a roundifh figure, with many 
indentations and projections. Its greateft 
length is about fifty miles, and breadth 
forty. 

Shroplhire is divided into two nearly 
equal parts by the Severn. Of thefe the 
fouthern portion, which was anciently a part 
of Wales, partakes of the mountainous cha- 
racter of that region •> efpecially the fouth- 
weftern angle. In the northern portion 
there is a confiderable part flat, though it is 
not without high hills, particularly on the 
borders of Wales. The noted mountain, 
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the IVrekin, is in this divifion, not far from 
the centre of the county. 

The Severn enters Shropfliire juft at its 
conflux with the Vyrnyw, or Wirnew> on the 
weftern fide, and takes its courfe to the 
fouth-eaft, winding beautifully through deep 
romantic vallies, finely wooded. On the 
northern fide it receives the Tern, a confi- 
derable ftream, augmented by the Rodon; 
on the fbuthern it is fed by feveral fmall 
rills. The Severn is navigable in its whole 
courfe through this county, thereby afford- 
ing a great convenience for the tranfport of 
its commodities. Its banks, which are often 
overflowed, produce large crops of hay. 
The rivers of the fouthern part chiefly fall 
- into the Tend, which joins the Severn in 
Worcefterlhire. 

Shropfhire has a great variety of foil, but 
in general is well cultivated, producing large 
quantities of grain of all forts, much of 
which is fent down the Severn for export- 
ation. Its level parts feed many catties and 
much of the cheefe fold under the name of 

G 2 Chefliire 
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Chefhire is made in this county. The fiieep 
of its hilly tra&s afford a fine wool, which 
is employed in the manufactories of the weft, 
there being none of any confequence in 
Shropfhire. The neighbourhood of the 
Wrekin and Bridgenorth, and that of Clunn, 
in the fouth-weftern corner, are reckoned to 
yield wool equal to that of Lemfter. Some 
hops are grown upon the Herefordfhirc 
border. 

The mineral produ&s of this county are 
confiderable, confiding of lead, iron, lime- 
ftone, freeftone, pipe clay, and coals. The 
iron works of Colebrook-Dale on the banks 
of the Severn are fuppofed to be the moft 
confiderable in. England. The neighbour- 
ing hills fupply both ore and coal, as well 
as limeftone, in great quantities ; and every 
part of the procefs, from digging the ore to 
the laft finifli of the manufacture, is per- 
formed on the fpot. " Colebrook-Dale 
<c (fays Mr. Young) is a winding glen, be- 
" tween two immenfe hills, which break 
" into various forms, being all thickly co- 

" vered 
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c( vcrcd and forming molt beautiful (heets 
<c of hanging woods. The noife of the 
" forges, mills, &c. with all their vaft ma- 
" chinery; the flames burfting from the 
" furnaces, with the burning of coal, and 
" the fmoke of the lime-kins ; are altoge- 
" ther horribly fublime." A bridge en- 
tirely made of caft iron, which has been 
lately thrown over the Severn, gives thefe 
fcenes a ftill nearer refemblance to the ideas 
in romance. There is alfo in the Dale a 
remarkable fpring of fofiil tar, or petroleum, 
, which has yielded a vaft quantity of that 
fubftance, but it is now much diminiflied. 
A work for obtaining a fimilar kind of tar 
from the condenfed fmoke of pit coal has 
been crefted in the Dale. 

The capital of this county, Sbrew/iury, 
beautifully fituated in a peninfula formed by 
the Severn, is a very refpe&able ancient 
town, inhabited by many families of gentry, 
and carrying on no inconfiderable com- 
merce. It is the chief mart for a coarfe 
kind of woollen cloth made in Montgo- 

G 3 « merylhire, 
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meryfhire, called Welfh-webs, which arc 
bought up in the country and dreffed here, 
whence they are fent for exportation prin- 
cipally to America and Flanders. Much of 
the Welfh flannel is alfo bought at Welfh- 
pool by the drapers of this place. Shrews- 
bury is famous for the making of excellent 
brawn, which is fent to various parts of the 
kingdom. A newly planned canal from 
hence to the Dee and Merfey, may be ex- 
pe&ed to increafe its traffic, A large Houfe 
of Induftry eftablifhed in this place is cele- 
brated for its excellent management. 

CJofe to this town was fought in 1400 
the bloody battle between King Henry IV. 
and the malcontents under Henry Percy, 
furnamed Hotfpur, in which the latter was 
defeated and (lain. 

Bridgenortb is a pretty confiderable town, 
with one of the firft fairs in the kingdom for 
hops, clover feed, and Welfh flannels. 

At O/ive/lry, a market town in the north- 
weft, confiderable quantities of the Welfh 
woollens are fold. 

Elleftnere 
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Elk/mere is fituated upon an eminence, 
commanding a remarkably fine view. It 
takes its name from a large mere* and there 
are others in its neighbourhood. 

Ludlow, on the border of Herefordfhire, 
is celebrated for the remains of its magni- 
ficent caftle. The wooded and romantic 
fcenery around it fuggefted the defcriprions 
in Milton's incomparable Mqfque of Ccmus, 
which was firft reprefented in it, when in- 
habited by the Bridgewater family. 
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HEREFORDSHIRE. 

The county of Hereford has to the north 
Shropfhire; to the weft the counties of Rad- 
nor and Brecknock, the latter feparated by 
the Hatterel hills, or Black Mountain ; to 
the fouth Monmouthfhire and Gloucefter- 
fhire, the former feparated by the river 
Munno, the latter, in part, by the Wye; 
and to the eaft Worceiterfhire. It is of a 
circular form, but its circumference is made 
irregular by many windings and indentations. 
Its central length and breadth are each 
about thirty-fix miles. 

Herefordfhire is one of the counties which 
moft happily unite the rich and fertile with 
the pifturefque and romantic. The poet 
Dyer's defcription of Siluria y of which it 
formed a confiderable part, paints i{ in beau- 
tiful colours. 

Pleafant Siluria, land of various views, 
Hills, rivers, woods, and lawns, and purple groves 
Pomaceous, mingled with the curling growth 
Of tendril hops, that flaunt upon their poles. 

Fleece. 

Th<? 



Digitized by Google 



HEREFORDSHIRE. 10$ 

The fertility and pleafantnefs of this 
county are greatly owing to the fine rivers 
by which it is watered. Of thefe the prin- 
cipal is the Wye> which, entering on the 
weftern fide, almoft crofles the county 
meandering to the louth-eaft, when, turn- 
ing directly fouth, it reaches the boundary 
of Gloucefterftiire, and then bending weft- 
ward arrives at the borders of Monmouth- 
fhire. The romantic beauties of the Wye, 
which flows in a deep bed between lofty 
rocks clothed with hanging woods, and here 
and there crowned with ruined caftles, have 
employed the defcriptive powers of the pen 
and pencil, and frequently engage the cu- 
riofity of travellers. 

The Lug, a confiderable ftream, rifing in 
the north-weft, on the confines of Radnor, 
after flowing acrofs great part of this county, 
and receiving many rivulets from the north 
and eaft, falls into the Wye a little below 
Hereford, and compels it to take its fouth- 
ward direftion. 

T he Munno or Mynnow y already men- 
tioned 
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tioned as forming the limit on the Mon- 
mouthftiire border, fprings from the Hat- 
terel-hills; and, after receiving the Doyer, 
flowing out of a valley, called from its fu- 
perior fertility the Golden vale y goes on to 
join the Wye at the town of Monmouth. 

The northern extremity of the county is 
juft croffed in two places by the Teme. 

Two produ&s render Herefordfhire par- 
ticularly famous— ks cyder and its wool. 

The apples producing the cyder grow in 
greater abundance here than in any other 
county, being plentiful even in the hedge 
rows.- Of thefe are various kinds, yielding 
liquors of different ftrength and qualities. 
The Styer cyder is remarkable for a ftrength 
and body unufual to this liquor, and keeps 
very well. 

The fheep of Herefordfhire are fmall, af- 
fording a fine filky wool, in quality approach- 
ing to the Spanifh. The Lemjier wool has 
long been famous, as well as that from the 
diftridt called Ircbinfield, near Rofs. Dyer, 
(peaking of the light dry foils fitted for the 

breeding 
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breeding of ftieep, particularizes more places 
in this county than in any other. The lines 
are very happily defcriptive of the feveral 
fituations. 

. Such too the leas 

And ruddy tilth which fpiry Ro/s beholds, 
From a green hillock, o'er her lofty elms; 
And Lemjler's brool-y traft, and airy Croft, 
And fuch Harleian EywooiTs fwelling turf, 
Waved as the billows of a rolling fea; 
And Shobden for its lofty terrace fanTd, 
\Vhich, from a mountain's ridge, elate o'er woodi. 
And girt with all Siluria, fees around 
Regions on regions blended in the clouds. 

Fleece. 

'The grain of this fruitful county is not 
lefs excellent than its other produfts. The 
' wheat of its vales, and barley of its high 
grounds, are equal to the beft in England. 
The proportion of land under the plough is 
eftimated at two thirds of the whole. Many 
hops are grown, efpecially in the woodland 
parts. The walte ground is a fmall portion 
of the county. The principal part of it lies 
at the foot of the Black Mountain. 

As 
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As the employments of agriculture arc 
fo fuccefsfully followed here, it cannot be 
expedted that the inhabitants fhould turn 
their induftry to manufadtures. The towns 
of Hereford/hire are therefore inconfider- 
able. 

Its capital, the city of Hereford, is an an- 
cient decayed place, with a large cathedral 
in danger of fpeedy ruin. It has a manu- 
fafture of gloves. 

Rofs is chiefly remarkable for its pleafant 
fituation, and for the appellation it has given 
of the Man of Rofs to one of its townfmen, 
Mr. John Kyrle, whofe benevolence and 
public fpirit Pope has fo finely celebrated. 
It is the centre of the principal barley 
country. 

Leominftcr> or Lemjler y has already been 
mentioned for its wool, and its market is 
alfo of note for the fined wheat ; as Wcobly 
in its neighbourhood is for malt liquor. 

Ledbury, near the Malvern hills, has a 
fhare in the clothing trade. 

MONMOUTH* 
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< 

Monmouthshire has to the north the 
counties of Hereford and Brecknock; to 
the weft the latter, and that of Glamorgan ; 
to the fouth the Briftol channel ; and to the 
eaft Gloucefterfhire. Its boundaries are in 
great part rivers ; the Wye and Mynnow to 
the eaft and north-eaft, and the Rhyney, or 
Rumney, to the weft. Its greateft length 
is about twenty-four miles, and breadth 
fomewhat lefs. 

This was formerly reckoned one of the 
Welfh counties; and, from the names of 
its towns and villages, its mountainous rug- 
ged furface, as well as its fituation beyond 
a large river, the Wye, which feems to form 
a natural boundary between England and 
Wales in this part, it certainly partakes moflr 
of the charafter of the latter country, though 
it is comprehended in the civil divifion of 
the former. 

8 The 
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The river Uflc divides Monmouthftiire 
into two unequal portions, of which the 
eaftern, or largeft, is a traft upon the whole 
fertile in corn and pafture, and well wooded. 
It abounds in limeftone, which is burnt on 
the fpot for the general manure of the 
country. The fmaller weftern part is 
mountainous, and, in great part, unfavour- 
able for cultivation, whence it is devoted to 
the feeding of ftieep. It has feveral long 
narrow rallies, watered by ftreams which 
flow into the Briftol channel. 

The principal towns of this county are 
fituated upon the banks of the Wye and 
Uflc. 

Monmouth, the county town, lies in an 
angle between the Wye and Mynnow. It 
is large and handfome, and carries on a trade 
with Briftol by means of the Wye, which 
ferves for the exportation of the produ&s of 
the country, and the importation of foreign 
articles* Here was born the warlike king . 
Henry V. who bore the name of Henry of 
Monmouth. 

7 Lower 
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Lower down the Wye the remains of 
Tin tern-abbey, and the caftle of Cbepftow, 
form objedb highly pi&urefque, amid the 
wild beauties of this traft. Near Tintern 
are large iron works, at which ore is fmelt- 
ed, brought chiefly from Furnefs in Lanca- 
fhire. The town of Cbepftow has a tolerable 
port, at which the tide, rufliing up from 
the broad mouth of the Severn, rifes to a 
very extraordinary height, thepftow car- 
ries on a confiderable trade with the circum- 
jacent country. 

On the UJk are three towns of great an- 
tiquity, though now of little confequence ; 
Abergavenny, Caerwyjke, or UJk, and Caer- 
leon. The firft of thefe has a traffic in 
flannels, 

Newport, near the mouth of the river, has 
a pretty good harbour, and pofleffes fome 
trade. 

Both the Ufk and the Wye are well 
ftocked with fifli, particularly fine falmon. 

The Avon, a river which empties itfelf 
into the Ufk at Caerleon, turns feveral mills 

for 
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for the working of iron plates, which are 
ufed in a manufactory of japanned ware 
(now on the decline) at Ponty-pool, on its 
banks. 

Other places in this county worth no- 
ticing are, the narrow fequeftered Vale of 
Evias, beneath the Hatterel-hills, formerly 
the well-adapted fite of a monaftery; and 
the ruins of Ragland ' caftle, a fortrefs of great 
ftrength, fo late as the time of Charles I. 
in whofe favour it held out, under the Mar- 
quis of Worcefter, to the very end of the 
civil wars. 
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NOTTINGHAMSHIRE. 

This county* bounded on the north by 
Yorkfhire and Lincolnftiire ; on, the eaft by 
the latter county; on the fouth by Leicefter- 
fhire y and on the weft by Derbyfhire ; is of 
the figure of a long oval, with its narroweft 
end towards the north. Its greateft length 
is near fifty miles ; its greateft breadth above 
twenty. Being happily fituated between 
the mountainous country of Derbyfhire on 
the one hand and the flat of Lincolnftiire on 
the other, it enjoys fuch a temperature of 
foil and climate, as to render it one of the 
moft fertile and agreeable counties in Eng- 
land : an evidence of which is the uncom- 
mon number of feats of the firft nobility 
contained in it. 

The glory of this county is its noble river 
. the Trent ; which, after crofting the counties 
of Stafford and Derby, enters Nottingham- 
shire at its fouth-weftern extremity, and , 

H thence, 
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thence, eroding obliquely to the eaft, coafts 
along its whole eaftern fide, becoming to- 
wards the northern part the boundary be- 
twixt this county and that of Lincoln. 
During this whole courfe, the Trent is a 
large navigable river, imparting fertility to 
the wide tradt of meadows through which 
it flows, and affording a ready conveyance 
for the corn and other produdts of the 
county. 1 Its chief inconvenience is that of 
being fubjedt to frequent and great floods. 

From the middle and north-weftern parts 
of this county feveral ftreams unite to form 
the Idle, a river which joins the Trent at 
die north-eaftern angle of Nottinghamfliire. 
The Chefterfield canal croffes the northern 
extremity of the county, and enters the 
Trent near the mouth of the Idle. 

As to foil and face of country, Notting- 
hamshire may be divided into three or four 
parallel diftridts, pretty diftindt from each 
other. A narrow ftripe on the Derbyfliirc 
border, ftretching as far fouth as oppofite to 
Nottingham, is the limeftone and coal dif- 

trift. 
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trift- This is chiefly arable, and contains 
feveral woods. The next is a much broader 
ftripe, running quite up to the northern ex* 
tremity of the county, compofed chiefly of 
fand and gravel. This includes the whole 
of the ancient royal fbreft of Sherwood, po- 
pularly known as the fcene of many fabulous 
adventures of the noted outlaw Robin Hood 
and his companions. Much of this lies in 
a wafte ftate, with but fmall remains of the 
woods with which* it was formerly covered. 
A confiderable quantity of the land has. 
however been enclofed and brought into 
cultivation, and feveral large ■ parks have 
been taken out of it by grants from the 
crown, which are brought into tillage or 
covered with flourifhing plantations. The 
turnip huflbandry has been introduced with 
great fuccefs upon the foreft enclofures, and 
a large quantity of barley and other grain is 
produced. Some tops are grown in this 
diftrid; and an amele for dying yellow, 
called weld, or dyer's weed. The next 
parallel trad, nearly of the fame extent, is 

Ha ' the 
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the clay diftrid, reaching from the former 
quite to the banks of the Trent at the nor- 
thern end of the county, but leaving an in- 
termediate fpace at the middle and fouthern 
point. A patch of the clay diftrift alfo ap- 
pears beyond the Trent at the very fouthern 
extremity of the county. Of this a great 
part is arable, intermixed with fome pafture 
and woods. Many hops are grown about 
Redford ; and more pigeons are fuppofed to 
be kept in this dittridt than any where be- 
fides in England. The Trent bank land 
forms another diftrid, fpreading on each 
fide the river from its entrance out of Lei- 
cefterfhire to the part where it forms the 
Lincolnfhire boundary. The banks of the 
Soar may alfo be comprehended in this di- 
vifion. The arable of this diftrid, which 
is the fmaller proportion, yields remarkably 
fine oats. The pafture is chiefly devoted 
to feeding, though there are fome large 
dairies on the fouth bank. The beautiful 
vale of Belvoir forms another trad, lying 
beyond the fouth- eaft Trent bank to the 

borders 
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borders of Leicefterfhire and Lincolnfhire. 
It is a rich loamy foil, cultivated with a 
mixture of arable and pafture. 

Nottinghamfhire has of old been famous 
for its bread and beer; and to this day its 
chief produdts and exports are corn and 
malt. It is alfo of no fmall confequence as 
a manufacturing county; and its fabrics arc 
at prefent in a thriving and increafing flate, 
Thefe we fhall now proceed to mention. 

Nottingbam> the county-town, beautifully 
fituated on a rocky eminence above the 
meadows bordering the Trent, crowned with 
its (lately caftle, is a large, populous, and 
handfome town, diflinguifhed by its fpacious 
market place, and noted as one of the prin- 
* cipal feats of the (locking manufacture. 
The goods made here are chiefly of the 
finer kinds, as thofe of filk and cotton ; and 
the trade is extended to the neighbourhood 
round, and fome of the more diftant towns. 
As the articles of the Nottinghamfhire ma- 
nufactures are valuable in proportion to 
their bulk, they are chiefly conveyed to the 
* H 3 different 
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different ports and places of confumprion 
by land. A confiderable (hare of them is 
exported to various parts of Europe, Ame- 
rica, and the Weft Indies. The cotton 
fot this manufa&ure is fpun by machinery 
worked by water in this county and in Der- 
bylhire. Nottingham has alfo a manufac* 
tory of coarfe carthern ware. At this town 
king Charles firft fet up his ftandard at the 
commencement of the unfortunate civil wars 
which terminated in his deftru&ion and that 
of the conftitution. 

Mansfield, on the borders of Sherwood- 
foreft, has a great trade in corn and malt, 
and participates in the (locking manufacture. 

Sutton, in its neighbourhood, has alfo a 
thriving manufactory of the fame kind, which 
extends to a greater variety of articles than 
any other in the kingdom* fuch as milled 
woollen caps, for the Canadian and other 
markets, and pieces for wiiftcoats, &c. of 
fancy patterns, woven in the flocking frame, 
which are exported to France, Germany, 
and other parts of Europe^ 

fkwrk is a confiderable and very neat 

market 
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market town near the Trent. Here, in the 
midft of troubles which his own folly and 
bafenefs had excited, died the inglorious king 
John. The ftory of his being poifoned is 
now reje£ted by the beft hiftorians. Here, 
too, the equally unfortunate king Charles I. 
after his defeat at Nafeby, put himfelf into 
the hands of the Scotch army, then befieging 
this town, by whom he was afterwards given 
up to his worfl: enemies. 

At Stoke, in the neighbourhood of New- 
ark, John de la Pole, earl of Lincoln, re- 
belling againft Henry VII. in favour of the 
impoftor Simnel, was routed and flain with 
his whole party in the year 1487. 

Beacon-hilly alfo near Newark, is noted for 
fome of the mod confiderable quarries in 
England of gypfum, or plafter-ftone. Much 
of it is exported from Gainlborough to Lon- 
don and other places. , 

Near JVorkfop liquorice was formerly cul- 
tivated. Its vicinity is peculiarly remark- 
able for the number of feats of the firft 
nobility, 

H 4 DERBYSHIRE. 
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DERBYSHIRE. 

The boundaries of this county are, on 
the north, a fmall part of Chelhire and 
Yorkfhire; on the caft Nottinghamfhire ; 
on the fouth, Lciccfterlhire, a fingle point 
of Warwickftiire, and Staffordfhire ; and oa 
, the weft this laft county and Cheftiire. The 

rivers Merfey, Goyt, and Dove, form al- 
mofl the whole of its weftcrn limits from 
, north to fouth. The general figure of this 
county is triangular, gradually growing nar- 
rower to the fouth, where it ends in a point. 
The extreme length is fifty miles; the 
breadth at the northern extremity about 
thirty-eight. 

In Derbyftiire terminates the moft con- 
fpicuous part of the middle chain of hills 
out of the north; and great part of the 
county is occupied by it, particularly the 
northern and weftern parts. The Peak, 
comprehending its north weftern angle, is 

- 
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one of the mod celebrated of the moun- 
tainous regions in England ; for, though its 
hills do not foar to the height of thofe in 
Cumberland, Wtftmoreland, and Wales, nor 
afford the romantic beauties of lakes, caf- 
cades, and hanging woods, yet its fituation 
in a more central part of the ifland, and its 
extraordinary caverns, perforations, and other 
curiofities, have caufed it to be much known 
and vifited. The Wonders of the Peak have 
been defcribed both in profe and verfe; 
but language has little power to give ade- 
quate ideas of fcenes of this kind. 

The mineral produfts of this hilly tradt 
are various and valuable. Lead, the moft 
important of them, has been gotten in great 
abundance out of the Derbyftiire mines, but 
many of thefe are now exhaufted. Much 
lime is burned in the lower Peak, which is 
of the beft quality, and is fent to confider- 
able diftances on horfes' backs. Iron ore is 
dug chiefly on the north-eaftern fide. Ca- 
lamine is found in the neighbourhood of the 
lead. Coals are plentiful ia many parts, 

but 
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but chiefly on the caftern fide from north 
to fouth. Marble is frequent in the hills ; 
and fome beautiful kinds of it are polifhcd 
at the works at Ajhford. The Derbyfhire 
fpars are uncommonly elegant, and arc 
wrought into a variety of ornamental arti- 
cles. The numerous quarries yield ftone 
for various purpofcsj among which is plenty 
of plafter-ftone, or gypfum, got at Chelajlcn, 
fouth of Derby. 

The fouthern part of the county and up 
to the middle of it, efpecially on the eaftern 
fide, is, in general, a rich and well cultivated 
country, divided between arable and pafture. 
The weftern fide, on the banks of the Dove, 
is chiefly devoted to pafture; and much 
cheefe, made in thefe parts, is fent to Lon- 
don and other places. A lingular objeft of 
culture in ibme parts of the county is that 
of camomile flowers, which are chiefly fold 
to the London druggifts. 

On the hills and open moors of the Peik 
many horned catde arc bred; and in the 
fummer large herds of young cattle are 

driven 
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driven hither to feed from the neighbouring 
* counties. A fmall breed of (heep are kept 
in great numbers in the hilly country. 

The principal river of Derbyfhire is the 
Derwent, which, rifing in the high Peak, 
flows direftly through the midft of the 
county, dividing it into two nearly equal 
portions ; and, after palling Derby, empties 
itfelf into the Trent on the borders of Lei- 
. ccfterftiire. 

The Dove holds a courfe parallel to the 
Derwcnt, between Staffbrdfhire and Derby- 
' (hire, and alfo terminates in the Trent. 

The Trent itfelf juft croffes the fouthern 
angle of Derbyfhire, and, for a (hort fpace, 
makes its feparation from the counties of 
Leicefter and Nottingham. On the borders 
of the laft it is joined by the Erewa/h, a 
rivulet which forms a confiderable lhare of 
the eaftern limit. The banks of the Trent 
are a traft of very fine meadows. Parallel 
to the courfe of this river runs the canal, 
making a junftion between it and the Mer- 
fey, which joins the Trent at Wilden. A 

canal 
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canal alfo runs parallel to the Erewafli for 
fome miles through feveral collieries, and 
terminates in the Trent not far from the 
former. \ 

The county town, Derby, is of confider- 
able fize, handfome, and well inhabited. It 
is particularly noted for its large filk-miU, 
» the firft of the kind ere&ed in Englartf, and 
taken from an Italian model. Its operations 
are to wind, double, and twift the filk, fo 
as to render it fit for weaving. It has em- 
ployed many hands in the town, but the 
work is now on the decline. Derby alfo 
pofftfies a confiderable manufactory of filk, 
cotton, and fine worfted {lockings; and has 
a fabric of porcelain, faid to be equal or 
fuperior in quality to any in the kingdom. 
Several hands are employed in the lapidary 
* and jewellery branches, and the work of this 
kind executed here is in high eftimation. 
Derbyfhire and foreign marbles are alfo 
wrought here into a variety of ornamental 
articles. The malting trade is likewife 
confiderable in this town. The Derwent is 
navigable from hence to the Trent. 

Cbejlerfield 
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Cbejierfield is the next confiderablc trading 
town in this county. It has a manufa&ory 
of worded and cotton (lockings; and alfo 
of carpets, but of fmall extent. Many fhoes 
for the London market are made here. 
Four potteries, chiefly for brown ware, are 
eftablifhed here; and near the town are large 
iron founderies, the ore and coal for the fup- 
ply of which are dug in the neighbourhood. 
Large quantities of coals and lead are fent 
from Chefterfield by the new canal cut from 
this town to the Trent, which it joins below 
Gainfborough. This conveyance alfo ferves 
for the iron and other bulky goods. 

JJhborn, on the Dove, a market town, is 
noted for its fairs for cattle. In its neigh- 
bourhood is one of the mod romantic fpots 
in the county, Dcve-Dale y where that river 
runs in a chafm between precipitous rocks. 

At Crcmford) on the Derwent, fomc of 
the greatcft of the new cotton-mills have 
been ere&ed by the late Sir Richard Ark- 
wright, to whom this capital improvement 
of mechanifm is due. By their means the 
branches of the cotton manufacture are now 

fpreading 
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Ipreading in this county * and a large fupply 
of materials is alfo fent from them to the 
Lancafhire manufactories. A canal is lately 
carried from hence to join the Erewafli na- 
vigation. 

In that part of the Peak which borders 
on Yorkftiire, fome woollen cloth is made ; 
and in the neighbourhood of Sheffield the 
cutlery bufinefs extends into Dcrbyfhire, 
The hofiery trade is carried on extenfivcly 
on the Nottinghamftiire border, and alfo at 
Litton near Tidefwcll. 

Several mineral waters ire found in the 
. hilly parts of Derbylhire. Of thefe the 
1 moft celebrated arc the warm fprings of 
Buxton, the temperature of which, being 
lower than of thofe at Bath, is extremely 
agreeable for bathing ; and they have been 
found of great ufc in various cafes, cfpecially 
of the rlieumatic kind. This has occafioned 
a great refort of company, and a number of 
large and commodious buildings, in a place 
otherwife the moft dreary tod unpleafant 
that can be conceived. A fpacious crefcent 

4 for 
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for lodging rooms was ere&ed fome years 
fincc by the duke of Dcvonfliire, in a ftyle 
of great magnificence and cxpence. 

Matlock, on the Derwent, is alfo much 
frequented, partly on account of its bath 
(which is fomewhat warmer than the com- 
mon temperature), but ftill more on account 
of the uncommon beauties of its fituation* 

Kedlejion near Derby has a fulphureous 
water in confiderable reputation for fcorbutic 
diforders and ulcers. At Quarndvn, in its 
neighbourhood, is a fine chalybeat fpring. 
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STAFFORDSHIRE. 

This is a long and narrow trad of coun- 
try ending in a point at the northern and 
fouthern extremities, having to the weft the 
counties of Chefter and Salop; to the eaft 
thofe of Derby and Warwick ; and to the 
fouth Worcefterfliire. The rivers Dove 
and Trent form a natural boundary on the 
Derbyfhire fide; on the other fides it has 
no remarkable limits. In length it extends 
about fifty-five miles; its extreme breadth 
does not exceed twenty- four. 

The northern part of StafFordfhire, called 
the Moorlands> is a wild hilly country, re- 
fembling the adjacent Derbyfhire. Its ele- 
vation may be judged of from the number 
of dreams which take their rife in it, fome 
of which run into oppofite feas. Of thefe, 
the principal is the Trent, which, iffuing 
from three feveral fprings between Congle- 
ton and Leek, flows fouthwards through the 
9 midft 
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midft of the county, continually augmented 
by rills from the fame region ; and at length, 
having received the Tame from the fouth, 
acquires a new diredtton, and, with a north- 
eafterly courfe penetrates intQ Derbyftiire, 
juft after its junftion with the Dove. This 
laft river; rifing alfo in the Moorlands, runs 
between the counties of Derby and Stafford 
to the place where it meets the Trent, hav- 
ing received from the north of Staffbrd(hire 
the Many fold, the Cburnet, and feycral other 
ft reams. 

South of the Trent the principal rivers 
are the Sow, running parallel and near to 
that river till it falls into it bclo^ Stafford 5 
and the Penk> flowing by Penkridge to join 
the Sow. The Stour runs through the 
fouthera angle of the coimty in its courfe 
to meet the Severn in Worcefterfhire. 

The valley along which the Trent glides 
is for the moft part very fertile and beauti- 
ful, adorned with feats and plantations, and 
affording a variety of beautiful profpefts. 
The middle and fouthern parts of the county 
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in general are agreeably diverfified with 
wood, pafture, and arable. The great foreft 
of Cank or Cannock^ in the centre, once co- 
vered with oaks, is now and has long been 
a wide naked traft. At the fouthcrn ex- 
tremity the Clent-bills, Hagley, and its neigh- 
bourhood, are well known for the more ro- 
mantic beauties which they poffefs. In this 
traft the counties of Stafford, Worcefter, 
and Salop, are ftrangely intermixed. 

Coal is abundant in various parts of Staf- 
fordfhire ; particularly in the moorlands and 
the neighbourhood of Newcaftle ; and alfo 
about Wolverhampton, at Blifton and Wed- 
nefbury, whence Birmingham is chiefly fup- 
plied with its fuel. The northern and fou- ' 
them parts alfo contain much iron ore. 

This county has long been noted, and is 
now particularly famous, for its potteries; 
the chief feat of which is near Newcaftle, 
in a line of villages extending about ten 
miles. The neighbourhood affords abund- 
ance of the mod bulky materials for this 
bufinefe, viz. fire-clay and coals , but their 

finer 
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finer clays are brought from Purbeck in 
Dorfetfhire, and other parts of that coaft ; 
and flints from the chalk pits near Gravef- 
end, and fome from Wales and Ireland* 
For the conveyance of thefe they have the 
benefit of water-carriage, either from Hull 
and Gainfborough, by means of the Trent 
which communicates with the fouthern ex- 
tremity of the grand Staffbrdftiire canal ; 
or from Liverpool, by means of the Merfey, 
and the duke of Bridgewater's navigation, 
to the northern extremity of the fame canal. 
The manufactured goods are fent away by 
the fame conveyances. The perfe&ion to 
which this manufacture has been brought, 
and the great elegance of the ufeful and 
ornamentararciclcs of which it confifts, have 
rendered it a very important objeft of com- 
merce, both foreign and domeftic. 

Some iron works are eftabliftied in the 
neighbourhood of Newcaftle. 

The fouthern extremity of the county is 
enlivened by various branches of the hard- 
ware manufacture, in which it participates 

la with 
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with the neighbouring Birmingham, Wat- 
fall, Dudley, and Wolverhampton, are con- 
cerned in this trade. The latter is a con- 
Jfiderable town, which has long been famous 
for its lock manufactory, and now makes a 
great quantity of the japanned ware, as well 
as the heavier kinds of hardware. 

The trade of this county is in a peculiar 
manner affifted by the grand fyftem of canal 
navigation, of which it is, as it wer^, the 
centre, and which is carried through its 
whole length. The grand trunk, as it has 
been ingenioufly termed, enters the north of 
the county from Chefhire, and, after piercing 
Harecaftle-hill, by a fubterraneous paffage 
of a mile and a half in length, paffes through 
the potteries, and thence fouthwards acrofs 
the Trent almoft to Litchfield ; from whence 
it turns fliort over the Trent again, and 
over the Dove, in its way to mix with the 
Trent at Wilden-ferry. From the neigh- 
bourhood of Stafford it fends off a branch 
which runs dire&ly fouthwards by Penk- 
ridge, and near Wolverfiampton, to join the 

Severn 
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Severn near Kidderminfter. With this a 
caqal from Birmingham and another from 
Stourbridge communicate. Thus the great 
ports of Briftol, Liverpool, and Hull, are all 
acceflible to the various produ&s and manu- 
4 fa&ures of Staffordfllire. 

Stafford* the county town, is of moderate 
fize, and has litdc concern with trade. 
- The fame may be faid of Litchfield^ which 
unites with Coventry in forming a biftiop's 
fee. It is a neat and well built place, and 
has a fine cathedral. 

Burton upon the Trent is well known for 
the excellence of its malt liquor, great quan- 
tities of which are fent down the river (which • 
is navigable fo far) to Hull, and exported to 
other parts of the kingdom and abroad. 

Newcajile, diftinguifhed by the name of 
under Line, has a large manufactory of hats, 
both* fine and coarfe. It alfo makes quan- 
tities of flioes. 

Leek, in the Moorlands, has a fliare in the 
filk and mohair manufactures, comprifing 

1 3 buttons, 
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buttons, ferrets, handkerchiefs, twifts, fewing 
filks, &c. 

On the weftern border of the county near 
Drayton, is Blore-beatb, where the party of 
York, under the carl of Salisbury, defeated 
the Lancaftrians commanded by lord Audley. 
Queen Margaret beheld the battle from a 
neighbouring fteeple. 

Hopton-beatby near Stafford, was the fcene 
of a hot fkiniiifli in the civil wars of Charles I. 
in which the royalifts gained the advantage 
though with the lofs of their commander, 
the earl of Northampton. 
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LEICESTERSHIRE. 

The county of Leicefter is bounded on 
the north by Nottinghamfliirc and Derby- 
flvire, on the weft by the latter county and 
Warwickfhire, on the fouth by Northamp- 
tonftiire, and on the eaft by the counties of 
Rutland and Lincoln. Its limits are but in 
a few places marked by nature. To the 
north the Soar and Trent form part of its 
boundary. The' famous Roman road called 
Watling-ftreet, and the fmall river Ankor, 
are its limits on the Warwickftiire fide; and 
the rivers Avon and Welland feparate it 
from Northamptonftrire. Its fliape has been 
not unaptly compared to that of a fhotilder 
of mutton with the lhank cut off. Its 
greateft length is about thirty- five miles, 
and its grea^lTbreadth near forty-five. 

The principal river of Leicefterlhire is 
the Soar, which, rifing in the foiith-weftern 
border, runs to Leicefter, after which it 

1 4 receives 
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receives the Wreke from the north-eaft, and 
then turns to Mount-foar-hill and Lough- 
borough, watering in its courfe meadows of 
uncommon beauty and fertility, till it falls 
into the Trent not far from Cavcndifti- 
bridge. 

The foil of this county is various, but 
for the moft part is ftrong and ftiff, com- 
pofed of clay and marl: hence it affords 
great quantities of rich grazing land, and 
is peculiarly fitted for the culture of beans j 
for which it is proverbially noted. The 
proportion of pafture and meadow land 
through the whole county much exceeds 
that of arable. There are few open fields 
now left ; and the quantity of wade ground 
is proportionally very fmalj. The furface is 
in moft parts varied and uneven. Towards 
the north-weft the Bardon-bills rife to a con- 
fiderable height i and in their neighbourhood 
lies CbartrwQod or Cbarley-forejl, a rough and 
open trafl. Further to the north-weft arc 
valuable coal mines, which fupply the coun- 
try round to a great diftance. 

The 
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The north-eaftern part feeds great num- 
bers of Cheep, a principal article of the 
wealth of its inhabitants. The Leicefter- 
(hire Iheep are of very large fize, without 
horns, and clothed with thicl^long flakes of 
foft wool, particularly fit for the worfted 
manufactures/ Of thefe the Poet of the Fleece 
thus fpeaksr - 

Need we the level greens of Lincoln note, 
Or rich Leiceftria's marly plains, for length 
Of whiteft locks, and magnitude of fleece 
Peculiar ; envy of the ncighb'ring realms. 

, Dyer. 

The eaftern and fouth-eaftern part of the 
county is a rich grazing traft, which breeds 
numbers of cattle of large fize, to fupply 
the London and other markets. This coun- 
ty, indeed, has long been famous for its 
large black horfes and horned cattle, as well 
as its (beep; and its reputation has lately 
been much extended by the great (kill and 
attention of Mr. Bakewell, at Di/hley, near 
Loughborough, who has bred every lpecie^ 
of domeftic quadruped to the utmoft per- 
fection 
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fc&ion of form and fize. He has, indeed, 
as it were created new breeds of thefe ani- 
mals, in which, with perfed fymmetry of 
fhape, he has united the greateft quantity of 
fkfti with the fmallcft pojpble proportion of 
bone and offal. His breed of fhecp, called 
the new Leicefter, has in great meafure 
taken place of the old breed, and is dilperfed 
through mod counties in the kingdom. 

Much cheefe is made in the weftern fide 
of the county about Leicefter-foreft y and in 
fome other parts. The rich kind called 
Stilton is made in the villages round Melton 
Mowbray. 

This is fo much of a farming country, 
that manufactures have not made much pro- 
grefs in it, except one, conne&ed with its 
great product of wool, the (locking trade.^ 
The chief feat of this is at the county- town, 

Leicefter, a place of great antiquity, but 
much fallen off from its former magnitude 
and importance. It fuffered much in the 
various civil commotions of this kingdom ; 
and in thofe under Charles I. was ftormed 
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by the royalifts with confiderablc (laughter. 
It is ftill a populous, but by no means a 
handfome, town. The combing and (pin- 
ning of wool into worfted, and manufac- 
turing it into {lockings and other hofiery 
articles, is the chief bufinefs of Leicefter and 
its neighbourhood. The goods are chiefly 
. of the coarfe kinds, and are partly taken 
off by home confumption, partly exported. 
They are conveyed away by land carriage. 
In thefe manufactures the Leicefterfliire 
wool is in part confumed: the remainder 
is fent into Yorkftih-e for making woollen 
ftuffc. The trade of Leiceftcr was long 
nearly ftationary, owing to the want of that 
ipirit of improvement which has fo much 
advanced many other trading places; but 
of late years a favourable change has taken 
place in this refpeft. The benefits of water- 
communication have lately been extended to 
it, by making its river navigable, with the 
afllftance of canals, to the Trent. 

In the meadows near this town are the 
ruins of an abbey, at which that great and 

ambitious 
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ambitious minifter Cardinal Wolfcy ended 
his life, under the preflure of ficknefs and 
difgrace, as it is mod pathetically defcribed 
by Shakcfpeare. 

Hinkley is a thriving town, which has been 
gready increafed of late years by the hofiery 
bufinefs. 

Loughborough participates in the fame 
trade. It has the advantage of a canal to 
the Trent 

Lutterworth, a fmall market town, is me- 
morable for having been the refi3ence of 
the great Englifh reformer Wickliffe, who 
diffufed his opinions widely in thefe parts. 

Melton- Mowbray has a great market for 
cattle. Its river is made navigable to its 
junftion with the Soar. 

Near Market* Bojworth is the field of battle 
where the bloody Richard III. loft his 
crown and life together, valiandy fighting 
againft the earl of Richmond, afterwards 
Henry VII. 
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RUTLANDSHIRE. 

This fmall county, the leaft in England, 
encircled by the counties of Lincoln, Lei- 
cefter, and Northampton, and feeming as if 
it were cut out of the two former, is of a 
roundifli figure; in length fourteen or fifteen 
miles, and in breadth ten or twelve. It is 
fuppofed to have received its name from 
the red colour of the foil, which, in fome 
parts, is a fort of ruddle, ftaining the fleeces 
of the flieep. 

Rudand is bleft with a pure air and a 
fertile foil, and is beautifully varied in its 
furface with gcnde fwclls and depreffions. 
The riling grounds run eaft and weft with 
vallies intervening about half a mile wide. 
It abounds in clear foft fprings, gufliing 
from the fides of the hills. The foil varies, 
but is generally fertile. That of the eaft 
and fouth-eaft parts is moftly (hallow, upoa J 
a limeftone rock; the other parts are a 

ftrong 
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ftrong loam with red earth, or a clay. The 
products of Rutland are chiefly corn and 
lheep. Some of the fineft feed-wheat in 
the kingdom is grown in its fields ; and its 
fitnefs for ftieep is particularly noted by the 
poet Dyer, when enumerating the moft fa- 
vourable fpots for this animal : 

m fuch the clover'd lawns 

• 

And funny mounts of beauteous Normanton, 
Health's cheerful haunt, and the fele&ed walk 
Of Heathcote's leifare. 

Fleece, 

The more ancient poet Drayton, cele- 
brates this county as containing in its fmall 
compafs three obje&s of great beauty and 
utility. 

Small (hire that can produce to thy proportion good 
One vale of fpecial name, one foreft, and one flood. 

Polyolbion. 

The vale is that rich one o( Catmo/b, run- 
ning from the weltern fide to the centre of 
the county, and comprehending the county- 
town, Okeham. It is crofled by the little 
6 river 
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river Guafh or lVaJh> which, riling in Lei- 
cefterfhire, winds through the midft of Rut- 
landfliire, and joins the Welland a little be- 
low Stamford. This latter river walhes the 
fouth-eaftern fide of the county, feparating 
it from Northamptonlhire. 

The fouth-weftern part was formerly en- 
tirely occupied by the foreft of Liffield, part 
of whirh ftill remains in its original ftatei 
and is (locked with deer. 

Two market towns are all that this little 
province poffefles, Okeham and Uppingham ; 
1 the former the county-town $ but the latter 
reckoned to have the bed market. Neither 
of them is confiderable for trade or popu- 
loufnefs. 

This county has no manufa&ure of con- 
sequence. ' 

At Ketton, near Stamford, are large quar- 
ries of limeftone, which fupply the couniy 
round with that article. 
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NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 

The county of Northampton, lying ob- 
liquely acrofs the middle of England, is in 
contaft with more furrounding ones than 
any other in the kingdom. To the north 
and north-weft it has the counties of Lin- 
coln, Rutland, and Leicefter; from the two 
former and part of the latter of which it is 
fcparated by the river Welland ; to the weft 
it has Warwickftiire ; to the fouth Oxford- 
Ihire and Buckinghamfhire ; to the eaft 
Bedfbrdfhire and Huntingdonfliire, with a 
fmall point of Cambridgefliire. The pofi- 
tion of this county is from fouth-weft to 
north-eaft, and it ftretches in this direftion 
the length of fixty miles. Its greateft 
breadth is only about twenty miles, and it 
goes on narrowing as it proceeds north- 
wards. 

Northamptonlhire is in a manner pro- 
verbially regarded as a fine and pleafant 
county, which opinion is confirmed by the 
4 number 
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number of noblemen's and gentlemen's feats 
contained in it. Its greateft defedt is the 
fcarcity of fuel, a neceflary of life but fcantily 
fupplied by its woods, which, like thofe in 
all other parts of the kingdom, have been 
much diminifhed by agriculture. Yet it 
ftill poflefles fome not inconfiderable re- 
mains of its old forefts, particularly thofe of 
Rockingham in the north-weft, and of Salcey 
and Wbittlebury in the fouth. In this laft, 
that fierceft of Britifti animals of prey, the 
wild cat, is ftill found. Many fmaller woods 
are interfperfed throughout the county. 
. The higheft ground in Northamptonfhire 
is in the neighbourhood of Daventry, where 
the Nen and Cherwell, which flow into the 
eaftern fea, and the Learn, which flows into 
the weftern, rife within a fmall compals. 
A little further northwards the Avon and 
Welland, running into oppofite feas, fpring 
near each other. About Towcefter, in the 
fouth, the country is alfo hilly, and the foil 
intermixed with clay and a fort of coarfe 
grit-ftonc. 

K The 
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The principal river of Northamptonfhire 
is the Nine or Nen, which, rifing in the weft, 
flows firft acrofs the county to the eaftern 
fide, and then, turning more northward, ac- 
companies the whole remaining length of it. 
From Northampton it is made navigable, 
and thus gives admifllon, though at a dear 
rate, to the iea-coal which is fo much want- 
ed in this county. It receives many fmall 
ftreams rifing from the north- weftern fide j 
and at Peterborough leaves the county in its 
progrefs acrofs the ifle of Ely to join the 
fea in Lincolnfhire. This extreme point of 
Northamptonfhire, furrounded and inter- 
fered by rivers, is very liable to inunda- 
tions, and forms the commencement of the 
fenny traft which exxends to the Lincoln- 
shire Walhes. 

The Oufe juft touches on the fouth-eaftern 
corner of the county, forming a tradt of rich 
meadows about Stony Stratford. 

The products of Northamptonfhire are in 
general the fame with thofe of other farming 
countries. It is, indeed, peculiarly cele- 
brated 
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brated for grazing land $ that traft efpecially 
lying from Northampton northwards to the 
Leicefterfhire border. Horned catde and 
other animals are here fed to extraordinary 
fizes, and many horfes of the large black 
breed are reared. Woad for the dyer's ufe 
is cultivated in this part. Much of the 
arable in this county is ftill open-field land ; 
and many fheep are fed on the high 
grounds. - 

Northamptonfhire is not eminent for ma* 
nufa&ures, nor are its towns remarkable for 
fize or opulence. 

Northampton, the capital, is a handfome 
well-built town, in a very healthy fituation. 
Its principal manufaftory is that of boots 
and fhoes, of which many arc made here, 
and in other parts of the county, for expor- 
tation. It has alfo fome trade in wool- 
combing and jerfey-fpinning. The horfe 
fairs of this place are greatly reforted to. 
In the meadows below the town was fought 
in 1460 a battle between the forced of Hen- 
ry VI. and the Yorkifts, in which the former 

K 2 were 



Digitized by Google 



I48 ENGLAND DELINEATED. 

were defeated, and the king made prifoncr. 
Not far from Northampton is a fine gothic 
edifice called Queen'* crofs, erefted by king 
Edward I. to the memory of his beloved 
queen Eleanor. 

Daventry has a confiderable manufa&ory 
of whips and filk (lockings. 

Wellingborough does much bufinefs in the 
boot and ftioe manufatture, and the lace 
trade. 

The principal employment of Kettering is 
the fpinning of jerfey and fome lace-making. 

Thrapjion and Oundle on the Nen have a 
lhare in the import and export trade of that • 
river. 

The city of Peterborough is of fmall fize, 
but well built; and poffeffes a fine old ca- 
thedral. It has a trade in corn, coals, and 
timber. 

Fotheringay-caftle near Oundle is noted as 
the laft place of confinement, and at length, 
of the execution, of Mary queen of Scots, 
who, in 1586, fuffercd here, with the greateft 
conftancy, the death to which fhe was fo 
unjuftly fenrenced. 
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But the jnoft important event which hap- 
pened in this county was the decifive battle 
fought in 1 645 at Nq/ely, near the borders 
of LeicefterJhire, between Charles L and the 
Parliament army commanded by Fairfax, 
which terminated in the total defeat and 
confequent ruin of that unfortunate king. 
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WARWICKSHIRE. 

This county, of an irregularly oval figure, 
terminating in a point at the north and fouth, 
is bordered upon almoft equally by fix coun- 
ties, viz. Staffbrdfhire, Worcefterfhire, and 
Glouccfterfliire, on the weftern fide from 
north to fouth ; and Leicefterfhire, North- 
amptonlhire, and Oxfofdfhirc, on the eaft- 
ern fide in the fame order. Its length, from 
the northern to the fouthern extremity, is 
almoft fifty miles; its breadth, acrofs the 
middle, thirty- two. In fituation it is the 
moft central in the kingdom. 

The river Jvon, crofling Warwickfhire in 
a very meandering courfe from the eaft to 
the fouth- weft, divides it into two portions; 
of which the northern, and largeft, was an- 
ciendy almoft an entire foreft; while the 
fouthern was a champaign and cultivated 
country. 

The woodland divifion, though now, for 

the 
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the moft pan cleared and cultivated, frill re- 
tains fomewhat of its wild character, being 
interfperfed with wide heaths and moors, 
and fprinkled with woods. A large tradt 
of it bears the noted foreft-name of Arden. 
The northern part has a gravelly foil ; but 
this changes to clay on advancing towards 
the middle. The principal ft ream in the 
north of this county is the Tame, which, 
coming out of Staffordlhire, makes a fweep 
acrofs a corner of Warwickfhire ; and after 
receiving feveral of its rivulets, and, among 
the reft, the Ankor at Tamworth, returns at 
that town into Staffordftiire. Much cheefe 
of a good kind is made in this northern 
part of the county; and it contains coal 
and limeftone. 

The fouthern portion, formerly called the 
Feldon, is a trad of great fertility, and very 
productive of com. Its chief river is the 
Learn, which joins the Avon near Warwick. 
Dunfrnore-beatb , between thefe two rivers, 
now moftly cnclofed, is the fcene of fome 
of the fabulous ftories related of the famous 
Guy earl of Warwick. 

K 4 On 



« 



Di 



15^ ENGLAND DfeLINEATED. 

m 

On the borders of Oxfordfhire is a low 
ridge called the Edge-hills. Here was fought 
in 1642 the firft pitched battle between the 
forces of Charles L and the Parliament, the 
event of which was indecifive, each party 
claiming the vidtory. Beneath this ridge 
lies the fruitful vale of Red-horfe> extending 
up into Warwickfhire. On the Northamp- 
tonlhire border are fome fheep paftures of 
excellent quality. 

It is fuppofed on the whole, that about 
one fourth of the whole county is under a 
• fucceffive round of tillage \ and of the re- 
maining three fourths, the greater part is 
meadow and pafture, and about one fourth 
of it wafte. Hence Warwicklhire is prin- 
cipally characterized as a feeding and dairy 
county, and many of its breeds of cattle and 
fheep are of a fuperior kind. There are 
large woods and much timber of all kinds, 
- efpecially of oak, in the county, particularly 
in that part which was the ancient foreft of 
Arden ; and the woodlands are kept under 
a regular fyftem of management. A conr 
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fiderable quantity of flax is grown and ma- 
nufactured in Warwickfliire. 

Warwick^ the capital of the county, is an 
ancient and neat town, fituated upon a rocky 
eminence above the Avon, and crowned 
with a fine caftle of the earls of Warwick, 
ftill inhabited. It is not a place of trade. 

The city of Coventry, a joint bilhop's fee 
with Litchfield, is a large and populous 
place, frequently mentioned in Englifh hif- 
tory. It had very early a great trade in 
various articles of manufa&ure; as cloths, 

• 

fluffs, thread, &c. At prefent the princi- 
pal branch is that of filk ribbons, which em- 
ploys a number of hands. The goods are 
fent to London by waggons. Some gauzes 
are, befides, made here, and fome camlets 
and laftings. The buildings of this city are 
in general mean and ancient, and its ftreets 
narrow. Here is thfc head of a canal, in- 
tended to join the StafFordfhirc grand trunk 
with the Thames at Oxford. 

Nun Eaton, to the north of Coventry, 
partakes with it in the ribbon manufa&ory. 

But 
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But this county derives its principal con- 
fequence, as a commercial one, from the 
town of Birmingham* fituated in a corner of 
its north- weftern fide. For a confiderablc 
period its hardware manufactures have been 
noted i but of late years, by great additions 
to its trade from a vaft variety of ufeful and 
ornamental articles, fuch as metal buttons, 
buckles, plated goods of all kinds, japanned 
and paper ware, &c. it has rifen to be fu- 
perior in populoufnefs to any of the other 
modern trading towns in England, and has 
filled the furrounding country with induf- 
trious inhabitants. It is plentifully fupplied 
with that important article coals, by means 
of a canal to Wednefbury in Staffordfliire; 
and it has a communication with the great 
trunk from the Trent to the Severn, by 
means of a branch palling by Wolverhamp- 
ton. The Birmingham goods are difperfed 
about the kingdom, but chiefly fent to Lon- 
don by land carriage. They are exported in 
great quantities to foreign countries, where, 
in point of cheapnefs and fhow united, they 
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are unrivalled; fb that Birmingham is be- 
come, according to the emphatical exprcf- 
fion of a great orator, the toy-Jhop of Europe. 

The improved fleam engines made here 
by Meffrs. Bolton and Watt deferve, how- 
ever, to rank higher than toys among die 
productions of human ingenuity. Their 
application to various mechanical purpofes, 
and particularly to the draining of mines 
which were before entirely overpowered By' 
water, places them among the molt valuable 
inventions of the age. , 

The town of Stratford upon Avon has ob- 
tained fame on a very different ground ; for 
here, the pride of Englilhmen and delight 
of the theatre, 

— fweeteft Shakefpear, fancy's child, 
Warbled his native wood-notes wild. 

Kenelwortb Caftle> betwixt Warwick and 
Coventry, was the fcene of great magnifi- 
cence in the reign of queen Elizabeth, who 
was here entertained with all the fplendour 
the age could afford, by her favourite, Dud- 
Icy earl of Leicefter. 

6 WORCESTER* 
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WORCESTERSHIRE. 

♦ 

This courtty is bounded on the north by 
thofe of Salop and Stafford ; on the weft by 
Hereford/hire ; on the fouth by Gloucefter- 
fhirej and on the eaft by Warwickfhire. Its 
figure is very irregular : and it is remark- 
able for having fevcral detached portions 
fprinkled about the neighbouring counties ; 
a confequence, probably, of its having no 
natural boundaries Its meafurements, on 
this account, can few red y be ftated - 3 bur the 
greateft length may be about thirty miles, 
and breadth about twenty. 

The Severn, entering this county from 
Shropfhire, runs through its whole length; 
and, with the ftreams falling into it, of which 
the principal are the Ti?vt or Ttiid from the 
north-weft, the Sahvarp t,om the north- eaft, 
the St our from -he north, anu the Avon 
from the Pj'j;i* e !i covrj. inures u« render 
the foil extremely fertile, l he rae<: uf the 

country 
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country is diverfified with hill and vale. 
Of the hills, the principal are, the Lickey 
near Bromfgrcve in the north, Abcrley hill 
in the weft, the Malvern hills in the fouth- 
weft/and the Bredon hills in the fouth-eaft. 

Of the vale in which the Severn runs in 
this county Dyer thus fpeaks ; 

The vale of Severn, Nature's garden wide, 
By the blue fteeps of ciiilant Malvern wall'd, 
Solemnly vair. The trees of various (hade, 
Scene behind fecne, with fair delufive pomp, 

Enrich »he profpeft. Fleece. 

1 

Another vale of great fame for fertility 
and beauty is that of Evejham> on the banks 
of the Avon, which flows along the fouth- 
eaftern part of the county in its courfe to 
meet the Severn. Befides the ufual objefts 
of agriculture, great quantities of garden- 
ftuflf are here grown, and fent to the towns 
around to a confiderable diftance. In this 
vale fell Simon de Montfort, with many of 
his party, under the arms of prince Edward, 
fon of Henry III. in the Barons' war againfi: 
that king. 

The 
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The produtts of Worcefterlhire, befides 
the common ones of corn and cattle, are 
fine wool, hops, cyder and perry: the latter, 
efpecially, is in great reputation. A large 
quantity of the whiteft fait is made from 
the brine fprings at Droitwich, and fent to 
Briftol and other places. The Severn, in 
this county and Gloucefterfhire, abounds 
with lampreys, which by fome are much 
valued as a delicacy. In the Malvern hills 
a fpring rifes, of uncommon purity, which 
is much reforted to in fcrofulous and fcor- 
butic cafes. 

The capital, Worcefter> feated on the Se- 
vern, is a large and handfomc city, inhabited 
by many gentry, and alfo carrying on a con- 
fiderable trade in the manufa&ure of wool- 
len fluffs and gloves. It has likewife a 
manufaftory of elegant china-ware. Here 
Cromwell, in 1651, obtained what he called 
his crowning victory over the Scotch army, 
which had marched into England for the 
purpofe of placing Charles II. on the throne. 
It was after this defeat that the unfortunate 

prince 
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prince underwent fuch fatigues and romantic 
hazards in eicaping from his enemies. 

Dudley, which, though enclofed in Staf- 
fordfhire, is under the jurifdiftion of this 
county, partakes in the hardware manufac- 
tures. 

Stourbridge, in its neighbourhood, upon 
the river Stour, is noted for its glafe and 
iron works. 

Kidderminjler, on the fame river, is the 
principal manufacturing place in this county. 
Its former trade of fluffs has much declined 
on account of the rivalfhip of the cottons 5 
but the carpet manufactory has greatly in- 
creafed ; and this town has the firft market 
in England for pile or plufli carpets, which, 
for beauty of colours and patterns, exceed 
any other. Thefe are frequently called Wil- 
ton, from having been firft made at that 
town ; but at prefent, by much the greater 
part are made at Kidderminfter. The 
worfted-fhag trade has alfo been introduced 
here, and employs a good many looms. 
The goods go chiefly to Portugal; and 

their* 
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their carriage has been much facilitated by 
the late canal communications. 

Stour-porty near Kidderminfter, where the 
Staffordfhire and Worcefterfhire canal joins 
the Severn, is a new creation, and, from a 
plain field, is become in a few years a thriv- 
ing and very bufy centre of inland water 
carriage. 
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GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 

This county is bounded on the north by 
Worcefterftiirc, on the eaft by Warwick- 
Ihire and Oxfordftiire, on the fouth by Wilt- 
(hire and part of Somerfctfhire, and on the 
weft by the counties of Monmouth and 
Hereford. It ftretches from north-eaft to 
fouth-weft to the extent of more than fixty 
miles; but never exceeds twenty-fix in 
breadth. It is divided into two unequal 
parts by the Seventy which, entering Glou^ 
cefterfhire a little above Tewkeflbury, and 
joined by the current of the Avon, haftens 
to diffufe fertility over the fpacious vale 
through which it flows. 

The lower part of its weftern boundary 
(remarkable for the pi&urefque fcenery of 
its borders) is formed by the Wye> which, 
reaching this county a little below Rofs in 
Herefordfhire, feparates it for the reft of its 
progrefs from the county of Monmouth. 

L Ite 
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Its fouth-weftcrn extremity is divided from 
Somerfetfhire by the Lower Avon* which, 
though unequal to the Warwickfhire Avon 
in the beauty of its ftream, runs between 
more romantic banks, and forces its paflagc 
to the fea through St. Vincent's rocks, be- 
low the city of Briftol. The tides from St. 
George's Channel, meeting with the power- 
ful tides from the Atlantic, enter the mouths 
of the Severn and its tributary ftreams with 
a rapid influx ; and, rolling on with a lofty 
head, received from our earliett hiftorians 
the name of the Hygra. Of thefe rivers, 
the Severn and the Wye abound with ex- 
cellent falmon, which, by means of the flying 

♦ 

coaches, find a ready paflport to the markets 
of the metropolis. 

Gloucefterfhire is naturally divided into 
three longitudinal ftripes, or diftridls, which 
differ materially from each other. 

The eaftern ftripe, which is much the 
wideft, is called the Cotefwold* This is a 
long traft of high ground, for the moft part 
bleak and bare, yet affording in many places 

a fhort 
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a lhort fine grafs, for the feed of (beep, and 
at prefent principally devoted to the growth 
of corn. 

High Cotefwold alfo 'mong the (hepherd fwains 
Is oft remember'd, though the greedy plough 
Preys on its carpet. Fleece. 

The native (heep of this diftrift were a 
fmall light kind, with a very fine but fcanty 
fleece. The breed has of late years been 
improved by mixtures from other counties, 
with refpedt to weight of carcafs and quan- 
tity of wool, though at the fame time the 
wool has been rendered coarfer. It is ftill, 
however, in high efteem as combing wool. 
Cotefwold is diftinguilhed for the cultiva- 
tion of that excellent artificial grafs, faint- 
foin, which is ufed both for pafture and 
hay. 

The fides of this long range are extremely 
beautiful as they fink into the vale, from the 
hills of Stinchcomb and Nibley in the fouth, 
to that of Bredon in the north, which has 
been celebrated in ancient rhyme. The 

La Stroudwater 
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Stroudwater hills form a tradl conne&ed with 
and fimilar to the Cotefwold, but of a lighter 
foil. 

The middle ftripe is the fpacious and ex- 
tenfivc vale bordering on the Severn, whofe 
fertile paftures furnifh the kingdom with 
that cheefe for which the county is juftly 
famous. This vale, communicating with 
that of Evejham of more contra&ed dimen- 
fions, has received, for no affignable reafon, 
the fame general title. 

The weftern, which is by much the 
fhorteft diftrift, is wholly varied with hill 
and dales and is chiefly occupied by the 
foreft of Deane, once reckoned the chief 
fupport of the Englilh navy, and which, it 
is faid, the Armada was exprefsly commif- 
fioned to deftroy. It is now thinned by fre- 
quency of felling, and narrowed by increafc 
of cultivation, though a few folitary deer 
ftill continue to run wild in its receffes. 

The ftaple commodities of this county arc 
its woollen cloth and its cheefe. At Durjky, 
Wotton, Pain/wick, Mintbin-Hampton, and 

the 
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the neighbourhood, white cloths are chiefly 
made for the army, and the Turkey and 
India trades, many of which are dyed in 
London, but all in the piece. The Glou- 
cefterfhire cheefe has been reckoned the beft 
which the kingdom produces, unlefs we ex- 
cept the Chefhire, of which the compara- 
tive cheapnefs may perhaps be confidercd 
as a proof of the inferiority. In both thefe 
articles of trade the county is now fomewhat 
on the decline. Its cloth has been fucceflf- 
fully rivalled in Yorkfhire, and its cheefe in 
North Wiltfoire. 
. Befides thefe ftaple commodities, the fo- 
refts of Beam and Kingfwood abound in 
» mines of iron and coal ; of which the coal 
is principally expended in the internal con- 
fumption of this and the neighbouring coun- 
ties, and the iron is hammered out in nu- 
merous forges, and manufactured for dif- 
ferent purpofes in fome capital iron works. 

The vale and the foreft of Deane abound 
in orchards, which are fuppofed to occupy 
the place of ancient vineyards, and which 

L 3 v annually 
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annually produce great plenty of excellent 
cyder. The Styre> a kind in great efteem, 
is almoft peculiar to the weftern banks of 
the Severn. Some of the perry of this 
diftrift is the bafis of mod of the wine 
fold for Champagne in the metropolis. The 
bacon of this county is alfo in high reputa- 
tion, and forms a confiderable article of its 
domeftic commerce. 

If we enter Gloucefterlhire with the Se- 
vern, the firft objeft of curiofity at the con- 
fluence of that river with the Avon, is the 
town of T ewkejbury, formerly noted for the 
excellence of its muftard, but now only dif- 
tinguilhed fas to its trade) for a manufac- 
tory of^cotton ftockings. But its church, 
and the ruins of its monaftery, are mod 
worthy of notice ; the former of which con- 
tains the relics of thofe who fell at the battle 
of Tewkelbury, and, among the reft, of - 
prince Edward, fon of Henry VI. who was 
butchered in cold blood after the engage- 
ment. This was fought in 147 1, and proved 
decifive againft the Lancaftrians, who were 

never 
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never afterwards able to make head againft 
Edward IV. 

Not far from hence is the ijle of Eighty in 
the Severn, where, as fome fuppofe, the 
fingle combat between Edmund Ironfidc 
and Canute the Great was terminated by an 
amicable refolution of dividing the crown. 

As we proceed down the river, at fome 
little diftance to the left, lies the town of 
Cbeltenbantj noted for its purgative chalybeat ' 
fpring, which has rendered it of late years 
a place of falhionable refort. It is no lels 
remarkable for being fituated in a deep fand, 
very rarely to be met with in any other part 
of the county. 

We next approach the city of Gbucefkr, 
the capital of the county, which has lately 
been much improved, and wliofe four prin- 
cipal ttreets are admired for the regularity 
of their junction in the centre of the town. 
A pin-manufa&ory affords the principal em- 
ployment to the inhabitants of Gloucefter. 
It is alfo engaged in the traffic up and down 
the Severn, A magnificent plan is formed 

L4 of 
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of a canal from hence to the mouth of the 
Severn, capable of being navigated by vefftls 
of confiderable burthen. A canal is already 
made from Gloucefter to Hereford, through 
Ledbury. 

Still following the courfe of the river to 
the fea, we leave, about feven miles to the 
eaftward, the town of Stroud, built on the 
fide of a little ftream, the properties of which 
are faid to be peculiarly adapted to the dy- 
ing of fcarlet. For this reafon its banks are 
crowded with the houfes of clothiers; and 
the rivulet being itfelf inconfiderable, a na- 
vigable canal accompanies its progrefs to 
the Severn. This canal, with great ex- 
penfe and labour, is now extending to join 
the Thames at Lechlade ; the head of whofe 
noble ftream lies in the borders of this coun- 
ty about two miles from Cirencefter, on the 
edge of the high road between that town 
and Tetbury. 

Cirencefter was a place of eminence in 
former days. It is at prefent a great tho- 
roughfare, and one of the mod confiderable 

towns 
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towns in Gloucefterfhire ; though its wool 
market, for which it was in later times more 
peculiarly famous, has gradually dwindled 
away, as the praftice of buying up wool in 
the country has increafed. Adjoining to 
this town is the extenfivc paik of Lord Ba- 
thurft, which has been uniformly mentioned 
with commendation fince the time of Pope, 
and has certainly received more than its due 
fliare of celebrity. 

Tetbury is likewife a place of fome im- 
portance i but its market for the ftaple com- 
modities of the county, wool and cheefe, 
has of late years fuffered a gradual decline, 
like that of its neighbour. The chief or- 
nament of Tetbury is its newly-erefted 
church, built in a fpirited imitation of gothic 
models. 

Advancing nearer to the Briftol channel 

we pafs the towers of Berkeley cafile, where 

the unfortunate Edward II. long haraffed 

by the miferies of confinement, was at length 

inhumanly murdered. This is the direful 

event alluded to by the prophetic bard, in 

The 



I70 ENGLAND DELINEATED. 

The fhrieks of death thro' Berkley's roofs that ring. 
Shrieks of an agonizing king. 

Gray's Bard. 

This caftlc was originally a nunnery; and, 
in the times of - fuperftition, the rich vale 
abounded in edifices dedicated to religion. 

The great commercial city of Briftol is 
lituated partly on the Gloucefterfliire and 
partly on the Somerfetftiire fide of the river 
Avon. Its largeft portion is within Glou- 
cefterfhire; but as the city, before it was 

1 

made a county of itfelf, was adjudged to 
Somerfetlhire, we lhall take notice of it 
under that county. The rocks of St. Vincent 
and the Hot Wells beneath them, however, 
belong to the county we are now treating 
of. In the former are found thofe native 
cryftals fo well known under the name of 
Briftol (tones. The latter are warm fprings, 
of great purity, which have obtained a high 
reputation in the treatment of confumptive 
cafes. 
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OXFORDSHIRE. 

This county on the north is bounded by 
Warwickfhire and Northamptonfhire, on 
the weft by Gloucefterfhire, on the fouth 
by Berkshire, and on the eaft by Bucking- 
hamftiire. The Thames gives it a natural 
litnit on the whole fouthern fide; and indeed 
the importance of this river is (hown by 
no circumftance more than its ferving as a 
boundary to the contiguous counties on 
each fide, for almoft the whole of its courfe. 
Under the name of Thames is here included 
its principal branch the Ifis\ for, in fad, 
the beft writers affert that Ifis is a mere 
poetical name, not known by the inhabitants 
of its banks, who uniformly call the principal 
river the Thames, quite up to its head. 
Ifis is the ancient name Oufe, common to fo 
many rivers, latinized. 

The figure of this county is Angularly 
irregular, confiding, as it were, of two parts; , 

a broader 
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a broader northern, and narrower fouthern, 
with a ftill narrower neck between the two. 
The three counties of Buckingham, Oxford, 
and Berks, each of itfelf very irregularly 
(haped, are fo fitted to each other, as to 
form together a pretty regular circular cradt. 
The extreme length of Oxford/hire is forty- 
eight miles; its greateft breadth twenty-fix'. 

With refpedt to foil and face of country; 
the northern corner is chiefly ftrong deep 
land, partly arable, partly pafture, appro- 
priated to the dairy. South of this is an 
extenfive trad, the hilly part of which has a 
ftiallow ftony foil. * The bottoms are clayey, 
and afford good pafture by the fides of the 
rivers. The fouth-weft corner contains the 
foreft of Whichwood, great part of which 
is woodland. Below it, nearer to the Ifis, 
the fituation is low and wet, and the land 
chiefly meadow and pafture. About Ox- 
ford, to the north and fouth, the foil is 
various, part being light and fandy, part 
deep and rich. Near to Stanton St. John 
k a confiderable trail of woodland* On 

the 
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the banks of the Thame the land is chiefly 
pafture. Between it and the Chiltcrns is 
moftly arable, bordered by a range of downs. 
The Chiltern hills form ^ wide trad, of 
which the foil is chalk mixed with fome 
loam and clay, but very full of flints. Much 
of this is covered with beech \yoods, but 
there are large waftes, and alfo confiderable 
enclofures, and fome vallies of meadow land 
bordering the Thames. 

The middle of the county is watered by 
numerous ftreams, running from north to 
lbuth, and terminating in the Thames. Of 
thefe die mod confiderable are, the Wind* 
rujb, coming down from Burford and Wit- 
ney; the Evenlode, from the neighbourhood 
of Chipping-Nortonj and the Chcrwell, which 
rifing in tfie moft northern part of the 
county, pafles Banbury, and, after colled- 
ing the waters of many rivulets, mixes with 
the leading ftream at Oxford. 

The Tame, commonly fuppofed to give 
name to the Thames, is an inconfiderable 
rivulet, which, flowing by the town of 
± Tame, 
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Tame, bends round to meet the imaginary 
Ifis above Wallingford. 

The products of Oxfordftiire are chiefly 
thofe common to the midland farming coun- 
ties. Its hills yield ochre, pipe clay, and 
other earths, ufeful for various purpofes. 
Corn and malt are tranfmitted from it by 
means of the Thames to the metropolis. 
Good cheefe is made in the grazing parts. 
In the enclofed parts about the middle, much 
butter is made, and many calves reared, the 
veal of which is fent to London. The 
greateft want in this county is that of fuel ; 
for, moft of the woods with which it once 
abounded being cut down or greatly dimi- 
niflied, it is neceflary to fupply the defi- 
ciency of fire- wood with fea-coal, brought 
by a long and troublefome navigation from 
London. The intended jundtion of the 
Thames with the Trent and Merfey, by a 
canal palling through Oxfordfliire, will, in 
fome meafure, remedy this inconvenience, 
which is feverely felt by the poor, the county 
in general having 'a cold climate, efpecially 

in 
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in the north- weftern divifion, where the 
fences are chiefly ftone. 

The great glory of this county is its ca- 
pital, the city of Oxford, containing the 
largeft of the two Englifli univerfities; a 
feat of learning with the reputation of which 
the whole literary world is fufficiently ac- 
quainted. It confifts of twenty-five colleges 
and halls, many of them buildings of great 
fize and magnificence, and very richly en- 
dowed. The appearance of thefe edifices, 
and other public ftru&ures, fome of antique, 
and others of modern, architecture, difpofed 
in the fpacious ftreets of a city of itfelf 
handfomely built, and finely fituated, pro- 
duces an efFeft Angularly ftriking and ma- 
jeftic. 

Oxford is as renowned a feat of loyalty 
as of erudition ; many of our kings having 
for a time refided here, and fummoned 
hither their parliaments. The unfortunate 
Charles I. here held his court during the 
whole civil wars, whence it became a fort 
of centre of various military exploits in this 

and 
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and the furrounding counties. One of thefe, 
the fkirmiih at ( balgrave, near Watlington, 
in 1643, deferves to be commemorated, as 
having coft the life of that great patriot 
John Hampden, whofe firm refiftance to the 
arbitrary meafures of the court was a prin- 
cipal caufe of the war. 

Witney is a populous town, noted for its 
manufactory of the fined blankets, and other 
thick woollens, called bear-fkins and ker- 
feys. For thefe articles fine wool is brought 
from Herefordlhire and Worcefterfhire, and 
coarfe from Lincolnlhire. The goods are 
all fent by land to London. The fineft 
blankets are exported to Spain and Portu- 
gal : the coarfe woollens to Canada and other 
parts of North America. 

IVoodpck, a fmall town north of Oxford, 
has a manufa&ory of ornamental goods in 
polilhed fteel, which employs a few hands ; 
and another of gloves. It was formerly 
famous for its royal park, in the intricate 
recedes of which king Henry II. concealed 
his miftrefs, the fair Rofamood. The fpot 

is 
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is now no lefs celebrated for the magnificent 
feat of Blenheim, a gift of the Britifh parlia- 
ment to the great Duke of Marlborough, 
on account of his fignal vidtory over the 
French at Hochftet, or Blenheim, in Ger- 
many. 

Banbury , in the northern extremity of the 
county, is noted for its malt liquor and 
cheefe. It has a manufactory of worfted 
lhags. Near this place, in 1469, the Earl 
of Warwick, at the head of the Lancaftrians, 
defeated the Yorkifts, and made Edward IV. 
prifoner. 

At Hogs or Hook Norton, on the War- 
wickftiire border, the Englilh fuftained a 
memorable defeat from the Danes, about 
the year 9 1 4. 
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BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 

This county is contiguous to Northamp- 
tonlhire on the north, Oxford/hire on the 
weft, Berk (hire and a point of Surry on the 
fouth, and the counties of Middlefex, Hert- 
ford, and Bedford, on the eaft. Its princi- 
pal natural boundary is the Thames, which 
borders its whole fouthern fide. The Coin 
alfo feparates it from Middlefex ; and other 
ftreams take up the boundary in different 
parts. Its figure tends to a crefcent, but 
its outline is rendered very irregular by pro- 
jections and indentations. From the fouth- 
eaftern to the north-weftern extremity it 
meafures upwards of fifty miles, while its 
greateft breadth is little more than fixteen. 

The fouthern part of Buckinghamfhire, 
beyond the banks of the Thames, is prin- 
cipally taken up with the Chiltern-hills and 
their appendages, compofcd of chalk, and 
in various parts covered with woods. Some 
7 of 
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of its eminences are of confiderable height, 
and afford fine profpe&s. 

Beyond thefe, the rich Vale of Aylefbury, 
one of the mod fertile trafts in the king- 
dom, occupies the middle of the county; 
and a varied country, rifing into gentle fand- 
hills on the Bcdfordftiire border, extends 
over the northern part. 

The river Oufe, entering Buckingham- 
fhire on the weftern fide, and then turning 
northwards, crofTes over at length near the 
northern extremity, marking its courfe by 
a traft of rich meadows. 

Here Oufe, flow winding thro* a level plain 
Of fpacious meads with cattle fprinkled o'er, 
Conducts the eye along his fmuous courfe 
Delighted. Cowper's Task. 

The Tame, rifing in Hertfordlhire, crofTes 
from eaft to weft through Aylefbury vale, 
in its way to Oxfordfhire. 

Several other fmall ftreams flow through 
the county, and are ufeful in turning corn 
and paper mills. 

With refpecT: to the produfts of Bucking- 
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hamftiire, barley is chiefly cultivated in the 
Chiltcrn ; and great part of the Vale is de- 
voted to the grazing of cattle and feeding of 
flieep, which is a fogrce of much opulence 
to the landholders. The dairies are prin- 
cipally employed in making butter for the 
fupply of the metropolis. Fine wheat with 
other grain and beans are grown in the up- 
lands. The wood of the hills, chiefly beech, 
is a confiderable article of profit both as 
fuel and timber. 

The manufaclure of bone-lace is carried 
on to greater extent and perfection in this 
county than in any other ; particularly in the 
town and neighbourhood of Newport Pagnel> 
which is a fort of mart for that article, and 
flourifhes confiderably by its means. The 
paper manufafture is the other moft impor- 
tant branch of commercial employment. 

Buckingham is a decayed place, of little 
conlequence. It (hares the privilege of 
holding the aflizes with Aylejbwry. This laft 
is the moft populous town in the county, 
and the centre of the bufmefs of the rich 

Vale 
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Vale. The inhabitants of this place and 
neighbourhood are in poffeffion of the art 
of rearing early ducklings, which is carried 
to fuch an extent, that it is faid three thou- 
fand pounds have been received at Aylefbury 
for the fupply of the London markets, in 
fix weeks, ufually terminating in March. 

The village of Eton, oppofite toWindfor, 
is diftinguifhed by its college, or public 
fchool, founded by king Henry VI. and the 
greateft inftitution of the kind in the king- 
dom. - 
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BEDFORDSHIRE. 

This county is bounded on the north by 
Huntingdonfhire and Northamptonfhire, on 
the weft by Buckinghamfhire, on the fouth 
by the fame county and that of Hertford, 
and on the eaft by the latter and that of 
Cambridge. Its limits are very winding 
and irregular ; and its only natural ones are 
the Oufe, for a fhort fpace, on the eaft and 
weft fides: and a rivulet on the fouth- weft 
border. The utmoft length of the county 
is thirty-five miles, and the greateft breadth 
about twenty. 

The face of the country in Bedfordfhire 
is in general varied with fmall hills and 
vallies, and affords few extenfive level trafts. 
On the fouth, the ridge of chalk hills rifes 
to a confiderable height, and frequently pro- 
jefts abruptly into the vallies in a (hiking 
manner. Under them is a large traft of 
hard fteril land, which gives this part a 
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dreary and uncomfortable appearance. Yet 
the chalky earth itfelf is ufed as a manure 
for other foils. From the fouth-eaftern 
corner to the middle of the country runs a 
line of good dairy land, which is terminated 
northwards by fome fandy hills. The weft- 
ern fide is for the moft part flat and fandy, 
and well cultivated in the Norfolk mode. 
Great quantities of beans are grown there. 
About Woburn, in the fouth-weft, are large 
trafls of deep barren fand, capable of little 
improvement but from planting. The 
northern and eaftern parts have in general 
a deep foil, which, when cultivated, pro- 
duces large crops of corn ; and is furnifhed 
with a confiderable quantity of wood. In- 
deed the county in general abounds with 
parks about the feats of noblemen and gen- 
tlemen. A very large proportion of it is 
in open or common fields, which is a great 
difcouragement to agricultural improve- 
ments. 

The great river of the county, the Oufe, 
enters it on the weft from Buckinghamlhire; 
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and, taking a very winding courfc through 
fertile meadows, partes the town of Bedford, 
from which it becomes navigable, and makes 
its exit into Huntingdonlbire. The ftream 
of this river is remarkably flow, except in 
time of floods, when it is liable to great 
/ inundations. 

The Oufe receives moft of the fmall 
ftreams of Bedfordlhire, of which the largeft 
, is the Iveh flowing from the fouch by Big- 
glefwade, from whence it is navigable to the 
Oufe. 

The principal produfts of Bedfordfhire 
are corn and butter, much of the former of 
which is fent down the Oufe to Lynn, and 
of the latter goes to London by land car- 
riage. Some parilhes are famous for pro- 
ducing large quantities of garden-ftufF, which 
fupply the country round. 

The moft valuable mineral produtt of this 
county is fuller's earth, a kind of mixed clay, 
of great ufe in cleanfing woollen cloth from 
all oily and greafy matters. It is dug out of 
pits in the neighbourhood of Woburn. 

Bedfordlhire 
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Bedfordfhire partakes lcfs than moft parts 
of the kingdom in the benefits of trade and 
manufa&ures. The poor have fcarcdy any 
other employment than a little lace-making, 
chiefly on the Buckinghamfhire fide, which 
goes to the (hopkeepers in exchange for 
goods; and a manufa&ure of ftraw-plat 
made into hats, bafkets, and toys, in and 
about Dunftable. Some of thefe hats are 
exported to Holland. Fafhion has lately 
•very much favoured this manufacture. 

Bedfordy the county-town, is an ancient 
and tolerably populous place, which carries 
on a confiderable trade in coals, timber, 
malt and corn, by means of its navigable 
river. It has a great number of poor in- 
habitants, invited by an eftate left to the 
town within the precin&s of London, the 
value of which is become very confiderable. 
Their chief employment is lace-making. 

Ampthilly a fmall market-town, is noted 
for having been the refidence of Catherine 
wife of Henry VIII. during the time her 
unjuft divorce was in agitation. This event 
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is commemorated by the following elegant 
infeription by Mr. Fitzpatrick, on a column 
where the old caftle ftood: 

In days of old, here Ampthill's tow'rs were feen, 
The mournful refuge of an injur'd queen ; 
Here flow'd her pure, but unavailing, tears ; 
Here blinded zeal fuftain'd her finking years; - 
Yet Freedom hence her radiant banner wav'd, 
And Love aveng'd a realm by priefts enflav'd ; 
From Catherine's wrongs a nation's blifs was fpread, 
And Luther's light from Henry's lawlefs bed. 
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LINCOLNSHIRE. 

This great county, the third with refpeft 
to fize in the kingdom, is bounded on the 
north by Yorkfhire, from which it is in 
great part feparated by the Humber; on 
the eaft by the German ocean, by that arm 
of the fea called the Wafh, and by a part 
of Norfolk ; on the weft by the counties of 
Nottingham and Leicefter; and on the fouth 
by thofe of Rutland, Northampton, and 
Cambridge. Its form is oblong, with a 
hunch or bow jutting into the fea. r Its 
length is full feventy miles, and greateft 
breadth forty-five. 

Lincolnftiire is divided into three dif- 
trifrs ; thofe of Lindfey> Ke/leven, and Holland. 
Of thefe, Lindfey is much the largeft, com- 
prehending all the country from Foffdike 
and the Witham northwards. It is, upon 
the whole, the higheft part of this county, 
though without any eminence which deferves 

the 
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the name of a hill. Towards the north- 
eaftern part is a large tradt of heathy land, 
called the Wolds* of which the fouthern por- 
tion is well inhabited, but the northern very 
thin of people. Great flocks of fheep arc 
bred throughout this traft. The north- 
weftern part of Lindfey contains the river- 
ifland of Axholm, formed by the Trent, 
Dun, and Idle ; a rich low tract, in which 
much flax is cultivated. Befides the Trent % 
which firft bounds and then croflfes a corner 
of this quarter, it has the rivulet of Arikam> 
noted for its fine eels, which empties itfelf 
into the Humber, and has lately been made 
navigable for floops as far as Glanford- 
bridge. 

' The diftrid of Kefteven contains the 
weftern part of the county, from the middle 
to the fouthern extremity. It poffefles 
variety of foil ; but on the whole, though 
intermixed with large heaths, is a fertile 
country. The principal of thefe heaths are 
thofc of Ancafter and Lincoln, forming a 
very cxtenfive tradt, which has however 

been 
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been of late years in great part enclofed. 
A long ridge of high ground abruptly 
bounds it to the weftward, beginning near 
Grantham, and continuing with little inter- 
ruption, to the north of Lincoln. The 
chief river of Keftevcn is the Witham\ 
which, rifing in the fouth-weft corner, flows 
to Lincoln; and, making a femicircular 
fweep, bends round to join the fea below 
Bofton. It is a (hallow ftream, abounding 
greatly in pikes. From Lincoln it has a 
communication with the Trent, by means of 
a navigable canal called the Foffdike, cut by 
king Henry I. and ftill of great ufc in con- 
veying away the corn, wool, and other com- 
modities of the county. 

Part of the fens are in the diftrift of 
Kefteven j but the much greater part are in 
the remaining and fmaller one of Holland, 
a country in nature as well as in appellation 
fimilar to the province of the fame name 
in the Dutch Netherlands. It occupies the 
fouth-eaftern quarter of Lincolnfliire, being 
contiguous to the (hallow inlet of the fea 
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called the fVaJh. Holland is divided into 
upper and lower ; both of the divifions en- 
tirely confiding of fens and marflies ; fome 
in a ftate of nature, but others cut by num- 
berlefs drains and canals, and crofled by 
raifed caufeways. The lower, or fouthern, 
is the mod watery, and is only preferved 
from conftant inundations by vaft banks 
raifed on the fea-coaft and rivers. The 
air of thefe tra&s is bad and unwholefome ; 
and the water in general fo brackilh as to 
be unfit for internal purpofes j whence the 
inhabitants are obliged to make refervoirs of 
rain water. In fummer, vaft fwarms of in- 
fe£ts fill the air, and prove a great nuifance. 
Yet even here induftry has produced com- 
fort and opulence, by forming excellent * 
pafture-land out of the fwamps and bogs, 
and even making them capable of produc- 
ing large crops of corn. The fens, too, in 
their native ftate, are not without their 
utility; and afford various objefts of curio- 
fity to the naturalift. The reeds with which 
their waters are covered make the bed of 
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thatch, and are annually harvefted in great 
quantity for that purpofe. Prodigious flocks 
of geefe are bred among the undrained fens, 
forming a confiderable object of commerce, 
as well for their quills and feathers, as for 
the bird itfelf, which is driven in great 
numbers to the London markets. The 
principal decoys in England for wild-ducks, 
teal, widgeon, and other fowls of the duck 
kind, are in thefe parts, and afford the chief 
fupplies to the metropolis. Wild-gee fe, 
grebes, godwits, whimbrels, coots, ruffs and 
reeves, and a great variety of other fpecies 
of water-fowl, breed here in amazing num- 
bers, and obtain plentiful food from the 
filhy pools and dreams. Stares, or ftarlings, 
during winter refort in myriads to rooft 
on the reeds, breaking them down by their 
weight. Near Spalding is the greateft 
herony in England, where the herons build 
together on high trees like rooks. The 
avofet, or yelper, diftinguilhed by its bill, 
which bends upwards, is found in great 

numbers about Foffdike Wafhj as alfo 
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thofe delicate birds for the table, knots and 
dottrels. 

From the above account of the different 
diftrifts, it will appear that it is with injuf- 
tice Lincolnfhire in general is reckoned a 
low and fenny county. In fadt, the uplands, 
©pen and inclofed, appear on calculation to 
be near double in extent to the inclofed and 
open marfhes or fens. 

With refpeft to the general products of 
Lincolnfhire, its higher grounds yield grain 
of all forts in great abundance ; and its 
lower, oats, hemp, flax, woad, and other 
articles of culture. But it is particularly 
diflinguifhed as a grazing county, and is re- 
markable for rearing all kinds of animals to 
the greateft fize and weight. Its horfes, 
horned- cattle, and fheep, are all of the 
largeft breed. The latter are clothed with 
a long thick wool, peculiarly fitted for the 
worfted and coarfe woollen manufa&ures, of 
which great quantities arc fent into York- 
fhire and other counties. 

Lincolnfhire is not itfelf a manufa&uring 
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County (at leaft only in a very fmall de- 
grc^)i and indeed has declined from its an- 
cient populoufnefs and confequence. A 
principal reafon of this is the Angular de- 
cay of its fea-ports, which, though formerly 
numerous, are now almoft entirely choaked 
up with fand, and fome of them quite de- 
ferred by the ocean. The long bow-like 
coaft i? fronted by fand hills or fait marflies ; 
and, like thofe in the Dutch provinces, fe- 
cured from the waves by dykes: it is fo 
low as to be vifible only to a fmall diftancc 
from the fea. The mouth of the Witham 
is now the fole inlet fit for the purpofes of 
navigation. Here is fituated the port of the 
county. 

Bofton, a confiderable, thriving, and well- 
built town. Its harbour can only admit 
veffels of inferior burthen. It has fome 
trade to the Baltic, and a great exportation 
of oats to London. A navigation, partly 
natural, along the Witham, and partly by 
canal, goes from hence to Lincoln, at the 
termination of which, in Bofton* is a krge 
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and curious fluice. Another canal is cut to 
Bourn. The tower-fteeple of Bofton is 
one of the mod lofty and elegant ftru&urcs 
of the kind, and is a noted fea-mark. 
Some of the beft grazing grounds in the 
county lie round Bofton ; and, in the new 
enclofures near it, vaft crops of oats are 
grown. 

Lincoln, the capital, is an ancient ill-built 
city, greatly funk from its former ftate, 
when it was one of the nioft confiderable 
places in the kingdom. Its large cathedral 
is much admired for its infide architefture, 
which is in the richeft and lighted gothic 
ftyle. The chief trade of Lincoln is in 
coals, brought by the Trent and Foffc}ike # 
Along the Witham, oats and wool are prin- 
cipally fent. There is a fmall manufa&ory 
of camlets at Lincoln. 

Gain/borough, on the Trent, is a riv^r-port 
of fome confequence, being acccffible to 
veffels of fize fufficient to navigate the fca, 
It ferves as a place of export and import for 
the northern part of the county, 
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Louth, a handfome well-inhabited town, 
has a new navigation by means of its brook, 
the Lud, to the fea at Tetney creek. 

Homcaftle is noted for its horfe fairs, at 
which a great number of carriage horfes, 
bred in Yorkfture, and kept for fome time in 
that neighbourhood, are fold to the London 
dealers, 

Stamford, fituated at the moft fouthem 
point of the county, is a large old town, 
which formerly, for a fliort time, pofleffed 
an univerfity. The Welland is made navi- 
gable from hence. 

Spalding, near the mouth of the Welland, 
from its neatnefs, and the canals in its 
ftreets, refembles a Dutch town. The 
river here is fo full of fhoals, that barges 
can only get up at fpring tides. Much 
hemp and flax is grown in its neighbour- 
hood and fold in its market. 

Crowland exhibits the remains of a very 
celebrated abbey, founded by religious zeal 
in the midft of a (haking fen. In general it 
may be remarked, that the religious edifices 
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of theft fenny tradls are remarkably (lately 
and handfome Hone buildings, though there 
is not a quarry within the fpacc of a great 
many milks. 

The great arm of the fea called the Wajh> 
or fVaJhes % is paffable at low water* but 
not without fome danger from quickfands, 
as was fatally experienced by King John, 
who, in the Barons* wars, here loft all his 
carriages and camp equipage with many 
men* 

Within thefe feven years great numbers 
of fpinning fchools have been eftabliflied in 
the fouthern parts of Lincolnfliire by the 
patriotifm of fevcral perfons of rank, whence 
confiderable quantities of worfted yarn are 
made in the county from wool that ufed to 
be fent away unwrought, in the fleece. 
The fame perfons have promoted the wear- 
ing of fluffs manufa&ured within the county. 
» < 



HUNTINCBOK- 



• 

Digitized by Google 



( i97 ) 

t 

I i 

HUNTINGDONSHIRE. 

This fmall county is almoft enclofed by' 
Cambridgeftiire and Northamptonfhire; the 
former of which bounds it on the north-eaft 
and part of the fouth, the latter on the north 
and weft. The remainder is bounded by 
Bedfordfliire. The river Nen, and the ca- 
nals, or dykes, joining it to the Oufe, form 
its limits on the north and north-eaff. The 
Oufe, at its entrance, feparates it for a fliort 
fpace from Bedfordfhire 3 and, at its exit, 
from CambridgeQiire. The figure of this 
county is fo irregular as fcarcely to afford a 
proper mcafurement; but reckoning from 
its furtheft projections, it does not exceed 
twenty- four miles each way; and, in general, 
is of much lefs extent. 

The face of the country has three varieties. 
The borders of the Oufe> which flows acrofs 
the fouth- eaftern part, confift of a traft of 
moft fertile and beautiful meadows 1 of which 
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Port'bolm-mead near Huntingdon, almoft en- 
clofed by a bend of the river, is particularly 
celebrated. The middle and weftern parts 
are finely varied in their furface, fruitful in 
corn, and fprinkled with woods. The 
whole upland part, in ancient times, was a 
foreft, and peculiarly adapted for the chafe j 
whence the name of the county took its 
rife. 

The north-eaftern part confifts of fens, 
which join.thofe of Ely. Part of thefe are 
drained fo as to afford rich pafturage for 
cattle, and even large crops of corn. In the 
midft of them are fome (hallow pools, 
abounding with fifh. The iargeft of thefe 
is a lake of confiderable fize called Whittle- 
Jsa Meer* The fen lands are computed at 
about a fifth of the whole extent of the 
county. 

Huntingdjpnlhire is a farming county, and 
poffeffes no manufacture but a little wool- 
ftapling, and the fpinning of yarn. Its prin- 
cipal towns are Gtuated on the Oufe. 

Huntingdon, the capital, is of moderate 
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fize, and neatly built ; but has formerly been 
, much more confiderable than at prefent. It 
was the birth-place of that very famous and 
extraordinary perfon, the ufurper, Oliver 
Cromwell, 

Acrofs the river from this town lies God- 
manchejler> a large village, noted from an- 
cient times for its wealthy farmers. 

Saint Ives> lower down the river, is a 
good market-town, which makes and ex- 
ports large quantities of malt. Its markets 
and fairs for live cattle ?re feme of the 
greateft in England. 

hxRamJey, on the edge of the fens, was 
formerly a very rich abbey, built, like that 
of Crowland, in the midft of a bog. The 
fituation of thele, and of various other 
religious houfes {as thofe of Ely and 
Thorney) was probably chofen as well 
with a view to fecurity from the diffi- 
culty of approach, as to the plenty of fifl* 
and water-fowl inhabiting thefe watery re- 
treats. 

fiimbdton-caftk was the place where Ca- 
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therine, the divorced wife of Henry VIII, 
ended her days in a peaceful retirement. 

The village of Stilton gives name to ? 
very rich and delicate kind of cheefe, which, 
however, is faid not to be the produdt of it$ 
neighbourhood, but that of Melton-Mow-> 
bray in Leicefterfhire. 
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CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 

; This county has to the north- weft Lin- 
jcolnfhire ; to the north-eaft Norfolk ; to the 
paft Suffolk j to the fouth Eflfex and Hert- 
fordftiire ; to the weft Bedfordlhire, Hunt- 
ingdonlhire, and a point of Northampton- 
shire. Its limits, for all the northern halG 
are rivers and their communicating branches, 
fo intermixed as with difficulty to be traced : 
the fouthern half has an indented and un- 
diftinguilhed boundary line on the adjacent 
counties. Its figure fomewhat refembles 
that of the human ear, the county of Hunt- 
ingdon cutting deeply into its weftern fide 
by a circular projedtion. Its greateft length 
is near fifty miles : its breadth, at the fouth- 
ern and wideft extremity, above twenty- 
five. 

Cambridgefhire is divided into two parts 
by the river Oufe. The moft northerly is 
chiefly compofed of the ijk of Ely, a feparate 
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diftrift, poffeffing jurifdiftion within itfelf. 
This is a fenny trad, in which a few ele- 
vated fpots appear fcattered, like iflands, 
in the midft of low and level marlhes. 
The principal of thefe is that on which the 
city of Ely is placed. All the low grounds 
are naturally a bog, formed by the ftagnatiori 
of water from the overflowing rivers of this 
tradt ; but, by infinite labour and expence 
in cutting drains and raifing banks, much 
of them has been rendered either rich mea- 
dows, proper for the fattening of catde, or 
arable - land, covered efpecially with fome 
of the fineft oats in the kingdom. The 
principal of the drains are the Bedford old 
and new rivers, which run navigable in a 
ftraight line upwards of twenty miles ^crofi 
the county, from the great to the little Oufe. 
Of this work Dyer gives the following poeti- 
cal account: 

■ Bedford Level, erft 

A dreary pathlefs walle, the coughing flock 
Was wont with hairy fleeces to deform ; 
And, fmiling with her lure of Cummer- flowers, 
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The heavy ox, vain-ftruggling, to ingulph ; 
Till one of that high honoui'd patriot name, 
Jlpjfel, arofe, who drain'd the rufhy fen, 
Confin'd the waves, bid groves and gardens bloom, 
And, through his new creation, led the Oufe 
And gentle Camus, filver-winding ftreams. 

Fleece. 

* . 

The general nature and products of the 
Ely fens are the fame with thofe of Lincoln- 
fhire, which they join. Their air and water 
are bad* and though the foil is rich, and 
in dry years very productive, they are flill 
fubjeft to frequent inundations; and the 
farmer is occafionally liable to lofe all the 
labour of his year. The fenny country ex- 
tends fouth of the Oufe, and even runs up 
to the neighbourhood of Cambridge. 

The fouth-weftern part of the county is 
the mod agreeable, being raifed in its fur- 
face, and watered by the Cam, a fmall river, 
rifing in Hertfordfhire, which, after waftiing 
Cambridge, 'near which town it receives the 
Granta, falls into the Oufe above Ely. 
Much fine barley grows in thefc parts^ 
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which is malted, and exported in large quan- 
tities. Cottenbam, near Cambridge, is cele- 
brated for a fort of large thin cheefes made 
there and in the neighbouring villages. Its 
fuperiority is not owing to any particular 
management in the dairies, but to the na- 
ture of the herbage on the commons. The 
fuckling of calves for the London market is 
alfo carried on there to advantage. The 
butter of Cambridge is peculiarly excellent. 

The fouth-eaftern part, from Gogmagog- 
bills to Newmarket, is an open and heathy 
country, thinly inhabited and bleak, being 
connected with that vaft tradt of land, which, 
extending fouthwards into Effex, and north- 
wards acrofs Suffolk into Norfolk, forms 
one of the largefl plains in the kingdom. 
The foil here is lean and gravelly. The 
bed parts produce light crops of barley; 
but much of it is only ufed as fheep-walks. 
The kinds of fheep kept here are chiefly 
the Norfolk and Wxft-country. In fome 
of the partfhes on the borders of Effe^faffron 
is cultivated. At Cberry-hinton at the foot 
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of the Gogmagog-hills, are great chalk pits, 
noted for the marine productions they con- 
tain, and for the many rare plants growing 
in their vicinity. 

Cambridge, the capital of the county, is a 
populous but ill-built town ; rendered how- 
ever fufficiently famous by its Univerfity to 
difpenfe with other diftinftions. This an- 
cient feminary of learning, inferior in extent 
and opulence to Oxford, but its rival in 
literary fame, contains fixteen colleges and 
halls, and many public edifices, of antique 
and modern conftruftion. The numerous 
objedts of curiofity in this Univerfity, and 
the great charafters it has produced, would 
furnifh ample matter for a volume, and 
therefore cannot be properly touched upon 
here. 

The town carries on a confiderable trade 
by means of its navigable river. Near it 
is annually held one of the greateft fairs in 
England for all forts of commodities, called 
Stourbridge or Sturbicb fair, under the jurif- 
ididlioA of the Univerfity. 
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The city of Ely is a mean place, and 
chiefly remarkable for its fine cathedral. 
The bilhop exercifes temporal jurifdittion 
over the city and in the ifle, much in the 
fame manner as the bifhop of Durham in 
his dioccfe. Ely, and its diftrift, from its 
fituation, has frequently held out a l6ng 
time againft foreign and domeftic foes ; and 
particularly was the laft place in the king- 
dom which fubmitted to William the Con- 
queror. Much garden ftnff is produced 
here, and fent to the towns around. The 
barley grown around it is of a fuperior 
quality. The white bricks made at Ely 
are celebrated, and a large quantity of coarfe 
pottery is made of the fame clay. 

Wijbeach is a well-burk town, poffefling a 
confiderable trade in the export of corn, and 
of oil prefled from feeds at mills in its neigh- 
bourhood. Only barges can come up its 
river, larger veffcls flopping fix miles below. 

Newmarket> fituated partly in this county, 
and partly in Suffolk, is the moft celebrated 
place in England for horfe races, for which 
I its 
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its extenfive and finely turfed heath is pecu- 
liarly adapted. Charles II. built a feat here 
for the fake of this diverfion. At the dif- 
ferent ftables in the town are conftantly kept 
numbers of the flecteft horfes in the world, 
trained and exercifed for the courfc. The 
farmers around make great advantage of 
their oats and hay from the demand which 
this creates* 
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NORFOLK. 

This county is terminated on the north 
and north-eaft by the German ocean; on 
the ftuth and fouth-eaft by Suffolk; on the 
weft by the Lincolnfliire Walhcs, and by 
part of that county and of Cambridgeftiire. 
It is almoft entirely infulated by the fea, 
and by the rivers which form its internal 
boundary. Its figure is very compadt, pre- 
fenting an almoft unbroken convexity to the 
ocean, and a convey line, fomewhat in- 
dented, to the land ; thus forming a pretty 
exatt oval, of which the diameter from 
north to fouth meafures forty-five miles; 
that from eaft to weft about feventy. 
. The face of the country in this large ipace 
varies lefs than in moft trafts of equal ex- 
tent in the kingdom. Not a fingle hill of 
moderate height is to be feen in the whole 
county; yet, in many parts, its furfacc is 
broken into gentle fwells and depreflions. 

At 
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At the weftern extremity, adjoining die 
bounties of Cambridge and Lincoln, is a 
cbnfiderable traffc of Hat fenny land ; and on 
the eaft, hear Yarmouth, i narrow traft of 
marflies runs from the fea to fome diftance 
up the country. Some riiarfh land lik^wife 
lies upon the northern cbaft, hear Cley. 
Several of the weftern hundreds from thet- 
fbrd northwards, arc open and bare, confid- 
ing of extenfive hfeaths, the foil of wkich is 
a light fahd or hungry gravel. The reft of 
the cdunty in general is arable land, varying 
ih its degrees of fertility. To the north- 
e*ft, the foil is a light fandy 164m, fertile 1 
and remarkably eafy of tillage. The fouth- 
eaft has a moifter arid deeper foil: The 
middle and fouth abound in clay; and 
various parts yield chalk and marl. The 
proportion of arable land is larger than in 
riioft counties, being computed at twb thirds 
bf the whole. The northern and eaftern 
parts ire all cnclofedi and being richer in 
timber than moft of the maritime parts of 
the ifland, afford many cheerful and plca- 
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fant views, though none very extenfive or 
romantic. 

The products of the county vary accord- 
ing to the foil and fituation. The lighter 
arable lands produce barley in great plenty, 
much of which is malted and exported. 
Wheat is cultivated in the ftronger foils. 
But the article for which Norfolk is par- 
ticularly celebrated is turnips, which are 
more generally grown here than in any 
other part of the kingdom, and form the 
bafis of the Norfolk hufbandry. The pe- 
culiar excellence of this culture is, that the 
ground never lies fallow, as the turnips ferve 
to prepare it for corn. This root is prin- 
cipally ufed for the fattening of catde, of 
which great numbers, bred in Scotland and 
other parts, are fed in this county for the 
London and country markets. Crops of 
clover or other artificial grafles are generally 
taken alternately with the turnips. • Much 
buckwheat is alfo grown in the light foils of 
Norfolk, and ufed for feeding iwine and 
poultry. 

The 
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The fenny parts yield great quantities of 
butter, which is fent to London under the 
name of Cambridge butter. The fheep of 
Norfolk are a hardy, aftive, and rather fmall 
breed, and much valued for their mutton. 
Their wool is chiefly ufed in the Yorkfhire ■ 
cloths. Great numbers of the lambs are 
fold out of the county. Turkeys are reared 
here to a larger fize than elfewhere, and form 
a confiderable objeft of profit to the fmaller 
farmers. Rabbits are extremely numerous 
on the fandy heaths in various parts. This 
county is likewife celebrated for game, efpe- 
cially pheafants, which abound in fome ma- 
nors where they are preferved, fo as to prove 
a great nuifance to the farmer. 

No greater proof of the induftry and good 
hulbandry of Norfolk need be produced, 
than an eftimate of the value of the feyeral 
articles of its own growth which it fends out 
of the county. By a calculation as exaft as 
could be formed, the exported grain of va- 
rious kinds, flour, and malt, are of the an- 
nual value of more- than £.900,000, and 
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that of the other provifion articles (reckon- 
ing only the profit of fattening foreign bred 
cattle), and of the wool, is about £.225,000 
more. The value of manufa&ures and 
fiflieries is not included in this eftimate. It 
is moreover to be confidered that the county 
in general is far from being naturally one of 
the moft fertile. 

The principal rivers of Norfolk are, the 
Great Oufe ; which, after forming a part of 
its fouth^weftern boundary, croffes the weft- 
ern fide, and falls into the fea below Lynn. 

The Nen, forming the weftern boundary, 
and emptying into the Lincolnfliire Wafh. 
It communicates by fcveral channels with 
the Oufe. 

The Little Oufe rifes about the middle of 
the Suffolk border ; and feparadng the two 
counties as it flows weftward, empties itfelf 
into the Great Oufe. It is navigable from 
Thetford. 

The fource of the JVaneney is feparated 
from that of the Oufe only by a caufeway. 
It runs in a contrary dirc&ionj and, forming 

the 
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the reft of the Suffolk boundary, at length 
joins the Yare a little above Yarmouth. 
It is navigable from Bungay. 

The Tare, rifing near Atdeborough, joins 
the Wenfum and other finall ftreams at and 
near Norwich, and, becoming navigable 
there, flows to Yarmouth ; and, having re- 
ceived the Waveney and Bure, difcharges 
itfelf into the German ocean below that 
town. 

The Bure, joined by other ftreams from 
the north-eaft, meets the Yare in Yarmouth. 
It is navigable up its feveral branches to 
AyUham, North Walftiam, and other places. 

Of thefe fmall rivers it may be obferved, 
that, flowing through a nearly level country, 
their ftreams are flow, and they frequently 
diffufe themfelves over the lower trafis in 
their courfe, forming fhallow lakes, here 
called Broads, which are plentifully ftored 
with fi(h and water-fowl. On fomc of them 
are decoys for wild-duks. The rivers are 
eafily rendered navigable, and much refern- 
ble canals. 

O3 The 
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The fea- coaft of Norfolk is formed either 
by clayey cliffs, continually a prey to the 
ocean, or by low fandy (hores, covered with 
loofe pebbles (called Jhingle) and frequently 
rifmg into a kind of natural bank compofed 
of fand held together by the root of the fea- 
reed-grafs. Behind thefe fand hills are in 
various parts fait marfhes of confiderable 
extent, occafionally inundated by the tides, 
which find entrance through gaps between 
the hillocks. Hunftanton cliff at the mouth 
of the Wafh, is the only rocky eminence on 
the coaft. Various fmall ports are made on 
the northern fide by creeks and little bays, 
but they can only admit fmall veffels, and 
are continually filling up with fand. Banks 
of fand lie off at fea from the Norfolk coaft 
in various parts, which are the dread of the 
coafting mariners, and occafion frequent 
fhipwrecks. Of thefe, the moft remarkable, 
running parallel to the coaft of Yarmouth, 
form the celebrated Yarmouth roads, a great 
refort for (hipping, which ride there fecurely, 
though the entrance is difficult and hazardous. 

The 
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The county of Norfolk has long been one 
of the beft peopled trails in England, which 
is proved by the number of its parifhes, 
exceeding that of every other county in the 
kingdom, though in fize it is only about the 
eighth. Its large towns, however, are few, 
as its manufactures and trade are confined 
to a fmall fpace. 

The city of Norwich is one of the moft 
populous in England, and long took the lead 
in point of confequence^ among the inland 
towns. For this it was indebted to its great 
manufadtory of crapes, bombazines, and 
fluffs of various kinds, which is ftill confi- 
derable, though fomewhat declined on ac- 
count of the rivalfhip of the cotton branches, 
and in confequence of prohibitions in foreign 
countries. The prefent ftaple articles of the 
Norwich trade are fine camlets, worfted- 
damaflcs, and flowered fatins. Its fhawls 
have lately had a great fale. The manu- 
facture is confined to the city; but the ope- 
rations of fpinhing and preparing the wooi 
employ the poor of moft of the fmall towns 

O 4 and 
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and villages in the county. The wool ufed 
is brought from the counties of Lincoln, 
Leicefter, and Northampton, The goods 
ere fent to various parts of the world* par- 
ticularly Holland, Germany, Rullia, and the 
Mediterranean. Many of them are (hipped 
at Yarmouth i ajid many are fent to London 
and other places by land. Norwich con- 
tains many opulent inhabitants and good 
buildings, but its ftreets are narrow and ill 
difpofed, and its proportion of poor is un- 
commonly great. It abounds with parifh 
churches, and has feveral remains of antf- 
quicy, though not of an early date. 

Yarmouth has long been known as one of 
the principal fea-ports in England; and 
though from the flu&uation of trade feveral 
ijewer ones have outftripped \t in bufinefs, it 
ftill retains confiderable confequence in its 
double capacity of a port and a fifliing town. 
By means of its rivers it enjoys all the im- 
port and export trade of Norwich, and va- 
rious places on that fide of Norfolk and 
Suffolk. To them it conveys coal, timber, 
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and foreign products ; and by its means are 
exported their corn and malt in vaft quan- 
tities! and their manufa&ured goods. Its 
harbour wilj not admit Ihips of large bur- 
then, but is extremely convenient for bufi- 
pefs, the veffels lying in the river along a 
very cxtenfive and beautiful quay. The 
foreign trade of this port is chiefly to the 
Baltic, Holland, Portugal, and the Medi- 
terranean. It alfo fends (hips to the Green- 
land fifliery. The home fifhing is carried 
on at two feafons ; that for mackerel in May 
?nd June, and. that for herring in O&ober 
and November. The latter is the molt 
confiderable ; and, befides the boats belong- 
ing to the town, many cobles from the 
Yorkfhire cqaft, hired for the purpofc, arc 
/ employed in jt. The mackerel are fent 
either up the country by land carriage, or 
\o London by fea. The herrings are chiefly 
cured here by faking and then drying, in 
yvood fmoke ; when, under the name of red 
herrings > they are either confumed at hpme, 
pr exported to Spain, Italy, and other 

fouthern 
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fouthern countries. Yarmouth is much fre- 
quented in the feafon as a place for fea- 
bathing. 

The other great inlet and outlet to this 
county is Lynn, or King's Lynn, at the mouth 
of the Oufe, a populous and flourilhing 
place, which, ootwithftanding a bad harbour, 
carries on a large trade by means of its in- 
land communications. By th& Oufe, and 
its affociated rivers, it fupplies mod of the 
midland counties with coals, timber, ^and 
wine ; and in return exports corn and malt 
in very great quantities. It alfo partakes in 
the Greenland fiftiery. Its annual mart, or 
fair, is much reforted to by the country 
round. The air of Lynn is unwholefome 
on account of its vicinity to the fens. 

The ports on the northern fide of the 
county are Blakeney and Cley, on the fame 
creek, and Wells at a fmall diftance. From 
thefe are exported confiderable quantities of 
corn and malt produced in the neighbour- 
hood, and coals and other articles are im- 
ported, 
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thetford, now an inconfiderable town, was 
once a bilhoprick, and £1111 exhibits the ruins 
of its former greatnefs. It has fome corn 
trade to Lynn. Upon the wide naked 
heaths in its neighbourhood are fometimes 
to be met with flocks of the buftard, a bird 
now become very rare in England. 

This county, with the eaftern ones in 
general, was the fcene of many military 
tranfaftions and ravages in the times of the 
Danifli incuffions; but had fortunately little 
fhare in the difaftrous events of more mo- 
dern times. One of its mod remarkable 
occurrences in the later reigns was the infur- 
re&ion of the oppreffed peafants headed by 
one Kett, in the time of Edward VI. This 
rofe to fo formidable a height, that an army 
was found neceffary to quell it, which de- 
feated the infurgents with great (laughter on 
Moufehold heath, near Norwich. 
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SUFFOLK. 

This county has on the north Norfolk j 
on the eaft the German ocean on the fouth 

1 

Effcx ; on the weft Cambridgefliire. The 
rivers Waveney and Little Oufe form its 
northern limits ; and the S tour/ almoft the 
whole of its fouthern. To the north-weft 
it is bounded by the Larke and another 
fmall ftrearn 5 the reft of its weftern limit is 
undiftinguiftiable. In fhape it is fomewhat 
like a crefcent, being hollowed in the middle 
of its northern fide by Norfolk, and rifmg at 
each end of that fide, efpecially the caftern, 
where it forms a hook running up to Yar- 
mouth, Its diameter from north to fouth is 
about thirty miles j from eaft to weft fifty- 
eight. 

Suffolk is in general a level country, with- 
out any confiderable eminences. In refpeft 
to foil it may be divided into three portions. 
The fea-coaft, to fomc diftance inland, h 
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for the moft part fandy, and is diftributed 
into arable land, heaths, and marfhes. The 
arable produces excellent barley; and to- 
wards the fouth-eaft great quantities of car- 
rots are grown. The heaths afford exteit- 
five Iheep- walks; and the marfhes feed num- 
bers of cattle. The foil has in many parts 
been much improved by fhell-marl, (called 
here crag) of which vaft beds have been 
difcovered, particularly in the neighbour- 
hood of Woodbridge. The fea fhore is 
chiefly compofed of loamy cliffs, which are 
continually falling down, undermined by the 
waves. Hence great changes have been 
effedted on this coaft ; and fome towns, once 
confiderable, as Dunwicb and Aldborough> 
have been almoft waftied away by the fea. 
About Orfordnefs there are various fait- 
water creeks and inlets, which form exten- 
live marfhes. 

The internal and largeft part of the coun- 
ty, from north to fouth, and acrofs quite to 
the fouth- weft angle, is in general a ftrong 
dayey loam, fertile to a great degree in all 

the 
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the obje&s of hufbandry. A part of it, 
called high Suffolk, has a foil fo ftiff and 
tenacious, that its roads in wet feafons arc 
fcarcely paffable. The great produft of this 

• 

traft is butter, which is exported to London 
' and other parts in great quantities. Much 
cheefe too is made here ; but, as it is only 
frpplementary to the butter, it has gained, 
alrtioft proverbially, the charafter of the 
word in England. Befides grain of all forts, 
beans are grown abundantly in the middle 
parts of Suffolk; and quantities of cabbages 
are raifed for the food of cows. Hemp is 
likewife cultivated to a confiderable extent, 
and fpun and woven on the fpot into cloth 
* i of various degrees of finenefs. Some hops 
are grown in the vicinity of Stow-market. 

The north-weftern portion of Suffolk is 
an open fandy country, and forms a confi- 
derable part of the wide traft of barren heath 
which occupies fo much of this quarter of 
the kingdom. It is chiefly in warrens and 
lheep- walks, but interfperfed with poor ara-* 
ble land. The extreme angle, bordering on 
the Ely fens, partakes of their nature. 

On 

* 
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On the whole, this county is one of the . 
moft thriving with refpeft to agriculture, 
and its farmers are opulent and fkilful. The 
culture of turnips prevails here almoft as 
much as in Norfolk. They have a very 
excellent breed of draught horfes, middle 
fized, and remarkably ftiort-made, capable 
of vaft exertions. The Suffolk cows are 
fuppofed to give more milk in proportion 
to their fize than any other in England. 
They are of the hornlefs or polled kind. 
The flieep, of which large flocks are kept, 
are chiefly of the Norfolk breed. 

Of the rivers in Suffolk, the Waveney and 
Little Oufe have been mentioned under Nor- 
folk. 

The Stour on the fouthern boundary is 
the molt confiderable, rifing on the weftern 
border, and, after pafling Sudbury and Man- 
ningtree, falling into the fea at Harwich. 
Juft at its mouth it meets the Orwell^ an 
arm of the fea running up to Ipfwich; at 
which town it receives the Gipping> a fmall 
river rifing in the centre of the county, 
above Stow-market. 

8 The 



Digitized by Google 



M4 ENGLAND DELIKE ATEB. 

The Deben rifes near Debenham, aha 
flows to Woodbridgc, where it expands iijtd 
a long narrow arm of the fca, and enters 
the ocean a very little to the nof th of Har- 
wich-haven. 

The Larke, rifing in the fouth-weft, runs 
by Bury, becoming navigable a mile below 
that town; and, pafling Mildenhall, joins 
the Great Oufc near the north-weft angle of 
the county. 

Suffolk was formerly as diftinguiftied for 
its trade and manufactures, as for its agri- 
culture ; but thefe have for many years been 
on the decline. 

One of the firft feats of the Flemings, 
who were brought over by Edward III. to 
teach the Englifli the art of manufacturing 
their own wool, was Sudbury \ and the town; 
in confequence, became very populous and 
opulent. Its trade is now in great part 
diverted into other channels, having left be- 
hind it the burthen of a numerous poor. 
However, many kinds of thin ftuffs are ftill 
made here* particularly fays, bunting for 
4 navy 
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navy colours* and burial crapes. Some of 
the neighbouring towns, cfpecially Netdbam- 
market and Lavenbam, participate ill this 
manufadture ; and the poor throughout the 
whole county are employed in making 
worfted yarn. The manufadtured goods 
are chiefly fent to London. 

Ipfwicb, the county town, is a place of 
great antiquity, but declined from its former 
confequence. Its manufa&ures of broad 
cloth and canvas are at an end; and its 
prefent commerce chiefly depends upon the 
malting and exportation of corn. It has a 
confiderable coafting trade and a fmall (hare 
of foreign commerce, and has lately fent 
Jhips to Greenland. Veflels of large , bur- 
then are obliged to (top fome diftance below 
the town, Ipfwich is populous and well 
inhabited, though irregularly built. 

JVoodbridge is a frtiall port, poffeffing a 
fliare of the coafting trade. Fine fait is 
made here ; and much lime is burned from 
foflil fea-fliells. 

Soutbwoli alfo makes a fait iMch ef- 
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teemed, and has an exportation of corn. 
Its bay, commonly called Solcbay, was the 
foene of a great fea-fight in 1672, between 
tfrc Putch commanded by De Ruytcr, and 
the Englifti by the Duke of York, in which 
vidtory remained undecided. 

Lowefioffe^ built on a cliff above the fea 
at the moft eafterly point of Great Britain, 
largely partakes with Yarmouth in the mack- 
erel and herring fiiheries ; and is confider- 
ably frequented as a place for fea-bathing. 
A manufa&ory of coarfc china is cftablilhed 
here. 

On the weftern fide of the county lies the 
halidfome town of St. Edmund's Bury, a fort 
of capital to the many genteel families re- 
ading in that neighbourhood. It is a place 
of great antiquity, and poffefled an ex- 
tremely wealthy abbey, of which fome fine 
remains are yet extant. The prefent trade 
of Bury confilts in making worfted yarn. 
It has a great annual fair, at which large 
quantities of various commodities are fold. 

ESSEX. 
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